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SAMPLE PROJECT NOTIFICATION LETTER 



 

October 29, 2024 

NAME 
AGENCY 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
CITY, MN ZIP 
EMAIL 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.   

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 



  Caution: External email, think before you click!

From: Parker, Kaecey R CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA)
To: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
Subject: Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 9:14:14 AM

You don't often get email from kaecey.r.parker@usace.army.mil. Learn why this is important

 
Hello,
 
The Corps of Engineers St. Paul District Regulatory Division (the Corps) recently received a request
for comments on  the Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects.
 
Our office is committed to efficient, helpful service. It is unclear if your project will have impacts to
jurisdictional waters. If your project will have impacts to aquatic resources, please submit a permit
application with the impacts clearly identified and we can assist you through our permit review
process if authorization is required.
 
You may also request a pre-application meeting to discuss your project prior to submitting a permit
application.  You can find more information on our permit program and our joint application here: 
https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permitting-Process-Procedures/. *Be sure to
select the pre-application box on the joint application.
 
Please note this recommendation is only pertaining to the Corps process and does NOT indicate
whether a review is required from the state or local authorities.
 
If we do not receive a response from you within 3 business days we will assume nothing further is
needed from our office.
 
 
Respectfully,
 
Kaecey Parker
Environmental Protection Technician
Regulatory Division, St. Paul District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
 

mailto:Kaecey.R.Parker@usace.army.mil
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user9762ae5f
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Monika Davis
To: usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil
Cc: Finocchiaro, Joseph; Pitts, Jarrod
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:36:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers_Crane and Sandhill Projects_ 10-29-2024.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil
mailto:jfinocchiaro@TENASKA.com
mailto:JPitts@TENASKA.com
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October 29, 2024 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
La Crescent Field Office 
1114 S Oak St 
La Crescent, MN 55947 
usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 


Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  


The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 


The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  


Sincerely,  


 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  


Enclosure: Project Overview Map 


Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 


Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  



mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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October 29, 2024 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
La Crescent Field Office 
1114 S Oak St 
La Crescent, MN 55947 
usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Duchatellier, Marla (FAA)
To: Monika Davis
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 3:33:36 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
Add a New Case (Off Airport) - Desk Reference Guide V_2018.2.1 (1).pdf

Hi Monika,
 
Thanks for the information, but it won’t be going in a case file unless you file an Aeronautical Study.
 
Please click on the Notice Criteria link below to find out if you need to file.
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/gisTools/gisAction.jsp?
action=showNoNoticeRequiredToolForm
 
The instructions are below and attached.
 
To file an aeronautical study, you’ll need an account on our website, https://oeaaa.faa.gov.  Click on
the “New User Registration” link, located about 2/3 of the way down the left side of the web page,
and fill out the online form.  Once you’ve completed that and logged in to your portal page, click on
the “Add New Case (Off Airport)” link at the top of the center column of the web page.  The very first
time you do this, you’ll be asked to enter your sponsor information.  This will largely be a repeat of
the information you entered when you registered on the web page.  For all subsequent submission,
your sponsor information will just be an entry on a dropdown menu at the top of the online (7460-
1).  
 
Once your account has been created and you’re logged on to your portal page, click on the “Add
New Case (Off Airport)” if it’s not on airport property, or “Add New Case (On Airport)” if it’s on
airport property, link at the top of the center (Off Airport) or top of the right (On Airport) column of
the page.  The very first time you do this; you’ll be asked for sponsor information.  This will largely be
a repeat of the info you entered when you registered for the website, and unless you add additional
sponsors later, you’ll never have to enter sponsor information on any future studies.  Once the
sponsor information has been entered, you can move on to the online FAA Form 7460-1.
 
For a crane, the type of notice will be “Construction,” and the duration will be “Temporary.”  Enter
an estimated duration for the crane activity or window, and an estimated work schedule (don’t
worry, we won’t hold you to it; it’s just to give us an idea of about when you’ll be operating).  Most
of the rest is self-explanatory.  For the coordinates, use the latitude and longitude of the point of the
crane operating area closest to the nearest airport or runway, and use the site elevation of the
highest point of the crane’s operating area (even if the closest and highest points aren’t at the same
location).  This will give us a worst-case scenario.  Some items with red asterisks aren’t really
required, such as Current Height.  If you’re requesting a desired height but can possibly do the job at
a lower tip height, enter the lower height value in the “Minimum Operating Height” block.  If, for
some reason, it won’t allow you to enter anything into the block, don’t worry about it (that

mailto:Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user9762ae5f
mailto:JPitts@TENASKA.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2Foeaaa%2Fexternal%2FgisTools%2FgisAction.jsp%3Faction%3DshowNoNoticeRequiredToolForm&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7Cbe28ee9f93384115698208dcf9eb347a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638660036153993984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8FaqZ977%2Fvn7VTDxASjBvte9j7Aj2tw16Aq%2FvwFt4b8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2Foeaaa%2Fexternal%2FgisTools%2FgisAction.jsp%3Faction%3DshowNoNoticeRequiredToolForm&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7Cbe28ee9f93384115698208dcf9eb347a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638660036153993984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8FaqZ977%2Fvn7VTDxASjBvte9j7Aj2tw16Aq%2FvwFt4b8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7Cbe28ee9f93384115698208dcf9eb347a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638660036154019566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCbMvO6q2Go9zfioXQq6%2BVBcCrfJHk4UfnfE2OLYkSA%3D&reserved=0
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iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
 
 


OE/AAA® 
 


OBSTRUCTION EVALUATION / AIRPORT AIRSPACE ANALYSIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DESK REFERENCE GUIDE 
 


 
SUBJECT: Add a New Case (Off Airport) 


 
 


*You are required to have a registered e-filing account 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


All references to software products remain the protected trademarks of their manufacturers. The 
instructions in this document may reference Microsoft application(s). This is not meant in any way to 
express a preference for any particular product since there are many different browsers, programs, 
and operating systems available to the user. For simplicity only, one brand/product is used in the 
examples that follow. 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
  
 
 
If you’ve successfully registered, you can use your OE/AAA account to file your Notice 
of Proposed Construction or Alteration. 


 
Note1: Exit this guide if you are filing an Off Airport Notice of Proposed 
Construction or Alteration for Wind Turbine /Met Tower (w/WT Farm) or           
Wind Turbine-Barge Crane structures.  
 
Note2: Use this DRG to Add a New Case (Off Airport) to include: 
 


• E-file a crane mounted on a barge vessel for construction - Barge Crane  
(not associated with a wind turbine).  


 
• E-file a Met Tower, not associated with a wind turbine farm, select 


structure type 'Met Tower (non-WT Farm). 
 


• E-file a building with an auxiliary wind turbine mounted on a building 
or structure attached to a building, not associated with a wind turbine 
farm; select 'Building w/Wind Turbine'.  


 
• For a wind turbine (not associated with a wind turbine farm), select 


"Wind Turbine." 
 


 
Note3: To e-file Wind Turbine /Met Tower (w/WT Farm) / Wind 
Turbine-Barge Crane structure types, refer to the “Add a New Case (Off 
Airport) for Wind Turbine /Met Tower (w/WT Farm) /WT-Barge Crane” desk 
reference guide or the “Add Multiple Cases (Off Airport) for Wind Turbine 
/Met Tower (w/WT Farm)/ WT-Barge Crane” desk reference guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 


 
Note4: If you’re e-filing a large Off Airport project with the following 
eligible Structure Types: 


 
• Antenna Tower 
• Billboard 
• Bridge 
• Building 
• Building w/Wind Turbine 
• Catenary Wire 
• Cell-On-Wheels 
• Chimney 
• Drilling Rig 
• Feasibility Study 
• Flagpole 
• High Mast Illumination 
• Landfill 
• Light Pole 
• Lighting Study 
• Met Tower (non-WT Farm) 
• Monopole 
• Other w/Antenna 
• Other w/o Antenna 
• Power Line 
• Sign 
• Solar Panel 
• Solar Tower 
• Stack 
• Tower 
• Transmission Line 
• Utility Pole 
• Waste Management Facility 
• Water Tank 
• Workover Rig 


 
 
Review the “Add Multiple Cases (Off Airport)” desk reference guide (DRG) 
to consider e-filing via the OE/AAA data import feature. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 
 


Add a New Case (Off Airport) 
 
The OE/AAA electronic filing (e-file) system allows you to: 


• Submit an FAA Form 7460-1 via an electronic data screen. 
• Generate a map directly from your account to be submitted electronically 


with your filing. 
• Track the status of your case as it moves through the study process. 


 
From your OE/AAA Portal Page you have: 


• Instant access to your determination, requests for additional information, 
etc... as they are issued by the FAA. 


• The ability to attach surveys, and additional background information directly 
to your electronic case file(s). 


 


 
 
 


Create a New Case 
 


To create a new case, click the Add New Case (Off Airport) link. This will bring 
up the Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration Page. Complete each section 
according to the instructions below. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Important: You must complete all required fields (indicated with an asterisk *) to 
successfully save your case. Missing data will result in a warning message at the 
top of your page identifying the required information. 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration - Off Airport 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 
 
 
A. *Sponsor: Select the Sponsor from the dropdown menu. This menu is 


populated from your My Sponsors list. The registered information will 
automatically display in your electronic public record as the Sponsor’s 
Representative once the case has been completed and a valid FAA 
Determination is issued. 


 
B. *Notice Of: Select the type of proposal. New Construction would be a structure 


that has not yet been built. Alteration is a change to an existing structure such 
as the addition of a side mounted antenna, a change to the marking and/or 
lighting, a change to power and/or frequency, or a change to the height. 
Existing would be a correction to the latitude and/or longitude, a correction to 
the existing height, or if filing for an existing structure that has never been 
studied by the FAA. 


 
C. *Duration: If Permanent, so indicate. If Temporary, enter the estimated length 


of time the temporary structure will be up in Months/Days. 
 
D. Work Schedule: (Not a Required Field) Using the calendar icons next to 


the fields select the date that construction is expected to start and the 
date that construction should be completed. 


 
E. State Filing: (Not a Required Field) Indicate if the case has been filed 


with the state. 
 
F. *Structure Type: Select the type of structure from the Structure 


Type drop down list. “Note: Frequencies will not be accepted if your Structure 
Type is ‘Lighting Study’.” 


 
G. *Structure Name: Enter a name for the structure (e.g. 50 Ton Crane, Hotel, 


Tower, etc...) 
 
H. FCC Number: (Not a Required Field) If this is an existing tower that has 


been registered with the FCC, enter the Antenna Structure Registration 
number. 


 
I.  Prior ASN: (Not a Required Field) If an FAA aeronautical study was 


previously conducted, enter the prior Aeronautical Study Number. 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Prior ASN data can be pre-populated into the Notice of Proposed 
Construction or Alteration-Off Airport form data fields. When the e-filer 
confirms the Prior ASN data, the following data fields are available for pre- 
population: 
• Latitude/Longitude 
• Site Elevation 
• Above Ground Level Height (determined AGL from valid prior ASN) 
• Marking/Lighting (Recommended Marking /Lighting from valid prior ASN 


to requested Marking /Lighting) 
 
J.  *Latitude/Longitude: Latitude and Longitude must be precise geographic 


coordinates entered in Degrees, Minutes, and Seconds to the hundredth of a 
second (e.g. 25-47-4.75 N, 80-19-7.26 W). 


 
K.  *Horizontal Datum: Select either NAD83 or NAD27. North American 


Datum is a reference from which latitude/longitude measurements are 
made. 


 
L. *Site Elevation: Enter the site elevation above mean sea level expressed in 


whole feet rounded to the nearest foot (e.g. 12’ 3” should be entered as 12). 
This data should match the ground contour elevations for the site. 


 
• Add New Case (Off Airport) – Single e-file case entry: 
The OE/AAA system validates the Sight Elevation (SE) of e-filer's entered 
location; if it passes the National Elevation Data (NED) terrain elevation 
validation check, the System takes the e-filer to the Map verify step. E-filers 
are alerted if the SE does not Pass the NED check. If this occurs, you must 
either adjust the SE or check the “SE comments provided in Additional Info” 
checkbox and provide SE comments in the Additional Info text box to explain 
the discrepancy. 


 
• Add New Case (Off Airport) - Additional Location(s) - Batch e-file entry: 
The OE/AAA system validates the SE entered on all Rows added when Save is 
selected; if they all pass the NED terrain elevation validation check, the 
system takes the e-filer back to the external e-Filing Form to certify their data 
entry and move to the Map verify step. The System validates all of the rows 
entered and alerts filers when the SE does not Pass the NED Data check for 
the location. If this occurs, you must either adjust the SE or check the “SE 
comments provided in Additional Info” checkbox and provide SE comments in 
the Additional Info text box to explain the discrepancy. 
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M. * Structure Height: (AGL): Only for Structure Types that ARE NOT a 


traverseway. Your structure’s height is the height above ground level in 
whole feet rounded to the next highest foot (e.g. 12’ 3” should be 
entered as 13). The structure height includes anything mounted on top of 
the structure such as antennas, lightning rods, obstruction lights, etc. 


 
N. * Unadjusted Structure Height: (AGL): Only for Structure Types that 


ARE a traverseway. Your structure’s height is the unadjusted structure 
height. Enter the unadjusted structure height above ground level in 
whole feet rounded to the next highest foot (e.g. 12’ 3” should be 
entered as 13). The unadjusted structure height includes anything 
mounted on top of the structure such as antennas, lightning rods, 
obstruction lights, etc. 


 
O. * Height Adjustment: 


Only for Structure Types that ARE a traverseway. The Unadjusted Structure 
Height AGL is adjusted upward by the system to account for the expected height 
of vehicles (or the highest mobile object [as applicable]) using the traverseway 
selected from the Structure Type drop down list in the Structure Summary 
section of the data entry screen. 


 


 
 


o For Structure Type “Waterway” and “Other Traverseway” 
The Unadjusted Structure Height AGL is adjusted upward one (1) 
foot (default) by the system. Enter the height of the 
highest mobile object or vehicle expected to use the traverseway 
into the Height Adjustment field. 


• For Structure Type “Private Road” 
The Unadjusted Structure Height AGL is adjusted upward ten 
(10) feet (default) by the system. Enter the height of the 
highest vehicle expected to use the traverseway into the 
Adjustment field. 


 
P. *Total Structure Height (AGL):  Only for Structure Types that ARE a 


traverseway. The total of both the Unadjusted Structure Height and the 
Height Adjustment above ground level in whole feet rounded to the next 
highest foot (e.g. 12’ 3” should be entered as 13). 


 
Q. *Requested Marking and Lighting: (Indicate the type Desired). The 


FAA Advisory Circular 70/7460-1 – Obstruction Marking and Lighting is 
recommended for determining the proper way to light and mark structures 
affecting navigable airspace. The AC can be accessed from the Information 
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Resources section of the website using the Relevant Advisory Circulars 
link. 


Requested Marking/Lighting options: 
• None 
• Red lights 
• Red lights and paint 
• Red lights and flags 
• Paint and 24-hour med-strobes 
• Paint and a med-dual system 
• Spherical markers and red lights 
• Flag Marker 
• Spherical Markers 
• Dual-red and medium intensity 
• Dual-red and high intensity white 
• White-medium intensity 
• White-high intensity 
• White Paint/Synchronized Red Lights 
• White Paint Only 
• Dual medium catenary 
• Dual high catenary 
• White-medium catenary 
• White-high catenary 
• Paint day, red flashing twilight & night 
• Paint day, med-strobes twilight & night 
• Paint day, hi-strobes twilight & night 
• Other – (if selected from the dropdown, 


enter the marking/lighting type in the 
“Other” field) 


 
R. Aircraft Detection Lighting System” (ADLS): (Not a Required 


Field) Control device to operate marking/lighting systems on 
structures. 


 
S. *Current Marking/Lighting: Indicate the current M/L on the 


structure; if a new structure, select N/A Proposed Structure. 


T. Current AGL: Required for structures being e-filed as existing or alteration.  


 


 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 


U. Min Operating Height (AGL): * For aeronautical study of a crane or 
construction equipment the maximum height should be listed above as the 
Structure Height (AGL). Additionally, provide the minimum operating 
height to avoid delays if impacts are identified that require negotiation to a 
reduced height. If the Structure Height and minimum operating height 
are the same enter the same value in both fields. 


 
V. *Nearest City/State: Enter the name of the nearest city and the actual state 


where the site will be located. 
 
W. *Description of Location: Enter a brief description of the actual location 


of the site including the address or the relationship of the structure to 
roads, airports, prominent terrain, existing structures, etc. 


 
X. *Description of Proposal: Enter a complete description that details the 


nature of the filing. 
 
Y. Add new location: When submitting more than one case (e.g. a crane and a 


building or four building points) the following required fields indicated with an 
asterisk (*) must be completed to successfully save additional locations: 
J, K, L, M, G, Q. Additional rows may be added in increments of 1 thru 5. To 
remove an additional row, select the Delete link. 


 
Z. Proposed Frequency Bands: (Not a Required Field) Check any that apply. 


“Note: Frequencies will not be accepted if your Structure Type is ‘Lighting 
Study’.” 


AA. Specific Frequencies: (Not a Required Field) any frequency band not 
listed in the Proposed Frequency Bands should be added here. Select the 
Add Specific Frequency link and enter the Low Frequency, High Frequency, 
Frequency Unit, Effective Radiated Power (ERP), and ERP Unit. Select 
[Save] or [Cancel] to be returned to the Case Data Entry page. If an 
e-filer intends to overlap protected FAA frequencies, specific coordination 
with the FAA Spectrum Engineering Group will be required. A textbox 
allows filers to submit rationale for the frequency overlap in the e-filed 
Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration-Off Airport form. “Note: 
Frequencies will not be accepted if your Structure Type is ‘Lighting 
Study’.” 
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BB. Clone Prior ASN frequencies – (Not a Required Field) The Prior ASN field 


must be filled before entering frequencies. This link is displayed after the 
Specific Frequency Bands section. This link is only available if the e-filer 
adds a Prior ASN that has frequencies included in the case. When selected 
the applicable Proposed Frequency Bands and/or Specific Frequencies from 
the prior ASN auto populate and are available for edit by the e-filer prior to 
saving the draft. Once the e-filer saves this data, it becomes part of the 
current filing and is transmitted to the FAA with the new ASN. The e-filer is 
permitted to add additional frequencies if necessary after cloned frequencies 
are pre-populated but duplicate entries are not allowed. “Note: Frequencies 
will not be accepted if your Structure Type is ‘Lighting Study’.” 


 
Selecting the checkbox to accept the certify statement. 


 
When all required fields are completed, select the [Save] button. This will 


save the case data as a draft and take you to the Project Summary 
screen. 


 
After case data has been saved as a draft, filers are taken to the Map Verification 
screen that displays all cases created on the previous Add New Case(s) Off Airport 
screen and require Map verification before submission. 


.


 



https://ioeaaademo.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/eFiling/locationAction.jsp?action=showNewLocationForm
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Enlarged View 
 


  
 


• Select the link labeled View Map to Verify (displayed above the map) when 
more than one map needs to be verified or click the Verify Map button 
(displayed below the map) to view a single case map. 
• Review the plotted structure location on the Map (red bulleye) to verify the   


           crosshairs on the map match with your proposed structure location. 
• Select “Verify Map” (at the bottom of the map) once you have confirmed 


the structure location. This will save the verified map but will NOT 
submit the case to the FAA.  


 







iOE/AAA® Internet Obstruction 
Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 


Desk Reference Guide 
Subject: Add a New Case Off Airport 


 


 


 
 
 
 


• It will return you to the Project Summary screen, where if needed, the 
“Structure” link is/are available to display saved draft(s) of the data 
form if entered case coordinates need to be revised. 


 
NOTE: Once a map is verified, if the e-filer returns to the saved Off Airport data 
entry form draft and re-certifies and saves the form data, the filer is required to 
re-verify the map location prior to submission to the FAA. 
 


 
 
 If the e-filer returns to the saved Off Airport data entry form draft [view data] but 
cancels (does not re-certify the entered data), they won’t be required to re-verify 
the Map. 
 
NOTE: You may continue to the Project Summary screen without verifying your 
map(s), however, before your case is eligible for submission to the FAA you will be 
required to verify your plotted location. This function will also be available on the 
next screen for you to complete later. 
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When the only or last listed map in a project on the Map Verification screen is 
verified or if you continue to the Project Summary screen without verifying your 
map(s) the Project Summary screen will be displayed. Towards the right side of 
the page there will be a Map column and an Actions column. The Actions column 
contains the Clone, Delete, and Upload a PDF links.  The Map column contains 
the Verify Map link. 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
From the Project Summary page filers can verify or re-verify plotted location(s). To 
submit your project you must verify the coordinates of each case listed below by 
verifying the map". 
 
To verify or re-verify your plotted map location from the Project Summary screen 
once you’ve confirmed the structure location; select the “Verify Map” or          
“Re-Verify” under the “Map” column header. On the map, click the “Verify Map” 
button at the bottom of the map or click on the “Cancel” button to return to Project 
Summary screen. 
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Attach Documents to Cases  
 


  
 
For Off Airport cases you can upload PDF documents before and after submitting your 
case if needed. 


 
 
 


Projects 
 
One or more cases can be grouped into a Project. For example, each of the four 
building corner points can be a Case of a building Project. Project makes it easier to 
file, evaluate, manage, and approve related cases. 
 
 


 
 
 
Add a Case 
 


 
 
On the Project Summary screen you may select the Add Another Case to this 
Project link to add another case to this project. The cases entered this way will 
have the same project number. 
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Clone a Case 
 


 
 
Another way to add a case to the project is to clone a new case from an existing 
case. E-filers can clone cases from the Project Summary screen of cases in their 
account regardless of the status (i.e. Draft/Submitted). To clone a case, click the 
Clone link. The cloning feature will copy most of the information over into a new 
Case Data Entry screen and link the cases together in a project. You may add as 
many cloned cases to your project as necessary. Once all of the maps for the 
project have been verified, the [Submit] button will appear on the Project 
Summary screen so that the entire project can be submitted to the FAA. 


 
 
Delete a Case 
 


 
 


You may only delete cases in Draft status.  To delete a single case or a case 
from a project, select the Delete link located under the Actions header on 
the Project Summary screen.  This will display the Confirm Case Deletion 
screen.   To continue with the delete, select the [I Confirm] button to 
execute the deletion. 


 
 
 


Submit to FAA 
 
Note: Before submitting your case/project to the FAA, determine if you need to use 
the Clone or Delete features. 


 
After the case data has been saved and map(s) verified, the [Submit] button will 
appear on the Project Summary screen to allow you to submit the case to the FAA. 
If you have provided all the information about your case or project, select the 
[Submit] button. This will take you to the Confirm Project Submission screen. 
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Select the [I Confirm] button to submit the case or project to the FAA. When the 
submission is done, OE/AAA will display the Project Submission Success screen. 
 


 
 


 
The Aeronautical Study Number (ASN) assigned to your filed case(s) and other 
submission information is displayed. The Project Submission Success screen includes 
a link to a state aviation contacts map to determine if coordination of your 
proposed activity is necessary with your state aviation department. 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
Please return to the system at a later date for status updates.  
 


2025-AWP-8894-OE  
2025-AWP-8895-OE  
2025-AWP-8896-OE  
2025-AWP-8897-OE  
2025-AWP-8898-OE  
2025-AWP-8899-OE  







sometimes happens).  Any crane higher than 200’ AGL is going to require marking and lighting,
usually a red light and an obstruction flag at the highest point (or, for a luffing jib, the highest point
when the jib is raised and the highest point when the jib is at its lowest point, if they’re different), so
you can choose red lights and flags from the “Requested Marking/Lighting” menu, or you can just
request “None” and we’ll tell you if you need it or not.  Select “Crane” for “Structure Type,” and you
can assign any name you like for the “Structure Name.”  The description of the location can be a
street address or an approximate location on the parcel of land where the crane will be operating,
and the description of the proposal can just state that you’re using a crane for construction of a
building or whatever its purpose may be.  If the building has already been studied by the FAA (and in
this case, it should have), please include the Aeronautical Study Number(s) of the permanent
building.
 

Peace & Love,
Marla Duchatellier
OE Technician: Nebraska, Minnesota and Kansas State
Obstruction Evaluation Group (OEG), AJV-A520
Office: 817-222-5323
Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov
https://oeaaa.faa.gov
 
 

1) To see if your structure is required to file with FAA, please go to:
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/gisTools/gisAction.jsp?
action=showNoNoticeRequiredToolForm
2) OEAAA.faa.gov Filing Instructions:
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/content/instructions.jsp
3) General FAQs: https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/searchAction.jsp?action=generalFAQs
4) DOT/FAA Obstruction Marking & Lighting Advisory Circular (AC 70/7460-1M):
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/do
cumentID/1030047
5) Light Outage Reporting: https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/content/lightOutageReporting.jsp
6) Helpdesk (System Issues/Support):  202-580-7500/Email: oeaaa_helpdesk@cghtech.com
 
 
 
 
 

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:38 PM
To: Duchatellier, Marla (FAA) <Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
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Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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October 29, 2024 

Marla Duchatellier 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Obstruction Evaluation Technician 
Obstruction Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis for Minnesota 
Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   



Page 2 of 80 

We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Bartels, Dylan - FPAC-NRCS, MN
To: Monika Davis
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod; Newton, Luther - FPAC-NRCS, MN; Voigt, David - FPAC-NRCS, MN
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: [External Email]Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 1:25:09 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Monika,
 
Our Biologist (David Voigt) is working on a response.
 

Dylan J. Bartels
Acting Rochester Team Lead
 
From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 12:40 PM
To: Bartels, Dylan - FPAC-NRCS, MN <Dylan.Bartels@usda.gov>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: [External Email]Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

[External Email] 
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct
the Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N,
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being
developed by Tenaska, Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage
intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the Commission in the first
quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of
their location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency
may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any
written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the
Commission’s review process.

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Dylan.Bartels@usda.gov
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user9762ae5f
mailto:JPitts@TENASKA.com
mailto:luther.newton@usda.gov
mailto:david.voigt@usda.gov
mailto:Spam.Abuse@usda.gov
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Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C4456a411f0df434c8a9608dd034fb583%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638670363089066746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZBWFWttmBVVipZjQChsfdb69pd%2F50q7LzCKpC57OC6c%3D&reserved=0


 

October 30, 2024 

Dylan Bartels 
U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Rochester Service Center 
3555 9th Street NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 
Dylan.bartels@usda.gov  
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   

mailto:Dylan.bartels@usda.gov
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.   

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects 
Joint Site Permits Application 
March 2025 
Docket Nos. IP-77148/ESS-24-406 and IP-77149/ESS-24-407 

TRIBAL NATIONS 



You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Leonard Wabasha (TO)
To: Monika Davis
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:52:15 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

Dear Monika Davis
Thank you for the opportunity to consult with you on this proposed project in Olmstead County
Minnesota. When the archaeological literature review/study is prepared and available please share
the information with us. Thank you for the notice and Have a Great Day!!
 

LEONARD WABASHA
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer • Cultural Resources
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
d: 952.496.6120
shakopeedakota.org
Leonard.Wabasha@shakopeedakota.org

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized,
sovereign Indian tribe located southwest of Minneapolis/St. Paul. With a
focus on being a good neighbor, good steward of the earth, and good
employer, the SMSC is committed to charitable donations, community
partnerships, a healthy environment, and a strong economy.

 
From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:32 PM
To: Leonard Wabasha (TO) <leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

This message came from outside the organization. Do Not click on links, open attachments or respond unless
you know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user9762ae5f
mailto:JPitts@TENASKA.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fshakopeedakota.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C06de60fa58de4d42a60508dcf863ef1a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658355346138022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FaMejBDa8wrqVwZIuwMe7YSEOtsr8g6JmEL%2FlrIA6QA%3D&reserved=0
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location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this message is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, dissemination or copying of this
information is prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C06de60fa58de4d42a60508dcf863ef1a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658355346164353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CIjRYn7xcEXxPv3DIEnh48OpGFL9zEGl%2FjYk2HSRtX8%3D&reserved=0


 

October 29, 2024 

Leonard Wabasha 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects 
Joint Site Permits Application 
March 2025 
Docket Nos. IP-77148/ESS-24-406 and IP-77149/ESS-24-407 

STATE AGENCIES 



This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
To: Monika Davis
Cc: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 5:19:04 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

Monika,
 
Good day.  Thanks for this project info.  We (EERA) would like to review a draft application when you
reach this point in your application development.
 
Best regards,
 
Ray
 
Ray Kirsch
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis
651-539-1841
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 280 | Saint Paul, MN 55101

 

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:31 PM
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM) <raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6771e9c13e44461da130367cae81e19b-1995b8f5-59
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fcommerce%2Fenergyfacilities&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C6be29c12f48a4c617a7208dcf867ae92%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658371435309033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GF%2BlU1vXGBbxO6xZHo5oDjaJHJUP0d7EjkKWViVBFms%3D&reserved=0
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(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C6be29c12f48a4c617a7208dcf867ae92%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658371435334723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MPV%2FayzUhoIu3e%2FVUR0inczvHuuQge%2BKXlD5K1U8tVk%3D&reserved=0


 

October 29, 2024 

Raymond Kirsch 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Facility Permitting 
85 7th Place East 
Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com


Existing Byron
Substation

Minnesota

SD

ND

IA

WI

MI

Canada

Crane Project

Sandhill Project

Existing Substation

D
at

e:
 (

10
/2

5/
20

24
) 

   
   

 S
o

u
rc

e:
 Z

:\C
lie

nt
s\

Q
_T

\T
en

as
ka

\C
ra

ne
_S

an
dh

ill
_B

E
S

S
\A

rc
G

IS
\M

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s\

P
ro

je
ct

_O
ve

rv
ie

w
\P

ro
je

ct
_O

ve
rv

ie
w

.a
pr

x

For Environmental Review Purposes Only

Project Overview Map
Crane and Sandhill Projects
Crane Energy Storage, LLC and
Sandhill Energy Storage, LLC
Olmsted County, Minnesota1 inch = 2,000 feet

0 1,000 2,000
Feet

4p



This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Chesnut, Jed (BWSR)
To: Monika Davis
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:36:15 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
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Monika,
 
The BESS projects will need to comply with the statndards and requiremets of the Minnesota
Wetland Conservation Act. If impacts to wetlands are proposed, the applicant will need to submit
the Minnesota Joint Application for Activities Affecting Water Recourses to the Local Government
Unit; either City of Byron or Olmstead County Soil and Water Conservation District, depending on
project location. I have attached the Joint Application for your reference.
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions. Thank you,
 
Jed Chesnut | Wetland Specialist
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North | St. Paul, MN | 55155
Phone: 651-286-9334
jed.chesnut@state.mn.us | www.bwsr.state.mn.us

 

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:38 PM
To: Chesnut, Jed (BWSR) <Jed.Chesnut@state.mn.us>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct
the Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N,

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Jed.Chesnut@state.mn.us
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:jed.chesnut@state.mn.us
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bwsr.state.mn.us%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C0fe3384ad65a40c13d0408dd0896855c%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638676165665690810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h%2F9L4nhA%2F9bzjCso9GOIQdplHImHoYpIjS8R9P0SXaY%3D&reserved=0
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Joint Application Form for Activities Affecting Water Resources in Minnesota

This joint application form is the accepted means for initiating review of proposals that may affect a water resource (wetland, tributary, lake, etc.) in the State of Minnesota under state and federal regulatory programs. Applicants for Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Public Waters permits MUST use the MPARS online permitting system for submitting applications to the DNR.  Applicants can use the information entered into MPARS to substitute for completing parts of this joint application form (see the paragraph on MPARS at the end of the joint application form instructions for additional information). This form is only applicable to the water resource aspects of proposed projects under state and federal regulatory programs; other local applications and approvals may be required. Depending on the nature of the project and the location and type of water resources impacted, multiple authorizations may be required as different regulatory programs have different types of jurisdiction over different types of resources. 

Regulatory Review Structure

Federal

The St. Paul District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is the federal agency that regulates discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States (wetlands, tributaries, lakes, etc.) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and regulates work in navigable waters under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Applications are assigned to Corps project managers who are responsible for implementing the Corps regulatory program within a particular geographic area.

State

There are three state regulatory programs that regulate activities affecting water resources.   The Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) regulates most activities affecting wetlands. It is administered by local government units (LGUs) which can be counties, townships, cities, watershed districts, watershed management organizations or state agencies (on state-owned land). The Minnesota DNR Division of Ecological and Water Resources issues permits for work in specially-designated public waters via the Public Waters Work Permit Program (DNR Public Waters Permits).  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act certifies that discharges of dredged or fill material authorized by a federal permit or license comply with state water quality standards. One or more of these regulatory programs may be applicable to any one project.  

Required Information

Prior to submitting an application, applicants are strongly encouraged to seek input from the Corps Project Manager and LGU staff to identify regulatory issues and required application materials for their proposed project. Project proponents can request a pre-application consultation with the Corps and LGU to discuss their proposed project by providing the information required in Sections 1 through 5 of this joint application form to facilitate a meaningful discussion about their project.  Many LGUs provide a venue (such as regularly scheduled technical evaluation panel meetings) for potential applicants to discuss their projects with multiple agencies prior to submitting an application. Contact information is provided below.

The following bullets outline the information generally required for several common types of determinations/authorizations.

· For delineation approvals and/or jurisdictional determinations, submit Parts 1, 2 and 5, and Attachment A.

· For activities involving CWA/WCA exemptions, WCA no-loss determinations, and activities not requiring mitigation, submit Parts 1 through 5, and Attachment B.

· For activities requiring compensatory mitigation/replacement plan, submit Parts 1 thru 5, and Attachments C and D.

		 

· For local road authority activities that qualify for the state’s local road wetland replacement program, submit Parts 1 through 5, and Attachments C, D (if applicable), and E to both the Corps and the LGU.

Minnesota Interagency Water Resource Application Form – Revised September 2024	     Page 2 of 11

Submission Instructions 

Send the completed joint application form and all required attachments to:

U.S Army Corps of Engineers. Applications may be sent directly to the appropriate Corps Office.  For a current listing of areas of responsibilities and contact information, visit the St. Paul District’s website at: http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx and select “Minnesota” from the contact Information box.  Alternatively, applications may be sent directly to the St. Paul District Headquarters and the Corps will forward them to the appropriate field office.

Section 401 Water Quality Certification: Applicants do not need to submit the joint application form to the MPCA unless specifically requested.  The MPCA will request a copy of the completed joint application form directly from an applicant when they determine an individual 401 water quality certification is required for a proposed project.  

Wetland Conservation Act Local Government Unit:  Send to the appropriate Local Government Unit. If necessary, contact your county Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) office or visit the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) web site (www.bwsr.state.mn.us) to determine the appropriate LGU.  

DNR Public Waters Permitting: In 2014 the DNR will begin using the Minnesota DNR Permitting and Reporting System (MPARS) for submission of Public Waters permit applications (https://webapps11.dnr.state.mn.us/mpars/public/authentication/login).   Applicants for Public Waters permits MUST use the MPARS online permitting system for submitting applications to the DNR.  To avoid duplication and to streamline the application process among the various resource agencies, applicants can use the information entered into MPARS to substitute for completing parts of this joint application form.  The MPARS print/save function will provide the applicant with a copy of the Public Waters permit application which, at a minimum, will satisfy Parts one and two of this joint application.  For certain types of activities, the MPARS application may also provide all of the necessary information required under Parts three and four of the joint application.  However, it is the responsibility of the Applicant to make sure that the joint application contains all of the required information, including identification of all aquatic resources impacted by the project (see Part four of the joint application).  After confirming that the MPARS application contains all of the required information in Parts one and two the Applicant may attach a copy to the joint application and fill in any missing information in the remainder of the joint application.


[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber1]	Project Name and/or Number:       

PART ONE: Applicant Information

If applicant is an entity (company, government entity, partnership, etc.), an authorized contact person must be identified.  If the applicant is using an agent (consultant, lawyer, or other third party) and has authorized them to act on their behalf, the agent’s contact information must also be provided.

		Applicant/Landowner Name:

		[bookmark: Text2]     



		Mailing Address:

		[bookmark: Text3]     



		Phone:

		[bookmark: Text4]     



		E-mail Address:

		[bookmark: Text5]     







		Authorized Contact (do not complete if same as above):

		[bookmark: Text6]     



		Mailing Address:

		[bookmark: Text7]     



		Phone:

		[bookmark: Text8]     



		E-mail Address:

		[bookmark: Text9]     







		Agent Name:

		     



		Mailing Address:

		     



		Phone:

		     



		E-mail Address:

		     







PART TWO: Site Location Information

		County:

		[bookmark: Text14]     

		City/Township:

		[bookmark: Text15]     



		Parcel ID and/or Address:

		[bookmark: Text16]     



		Legal Description (Section, Township, Range):

		[bookmark: Text17]     



		Lat/Long (decimal degrees):

		[bookmark: Text18]     



		Attach a map showing the location of the site in relation to local streets, roads, highways.



		Approximate size of site (acres) or if a linear project, length (feet):

		[bookmark: Text19]     







If you know that your proposal will require an individual Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, you must provide the names and addresses of all property owners adjacent to the project site.  This information may be provided by attaching a list to your application or by using block 25 of the Application for Department of the Army permit which can be obtained at: 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Portals/57/docs/regulatory/RegulatoryDocs/engform_4345_2012oct.pdf

PART THREE: General Project/Site Information

If this application is related to a delineation approval, exemption determination, jurisdictional determination, or other correspondence submitted prior to this application then describe that here and provide the Corps of Engineers project number.

Describe the project that is being proposed, the project purpose and need, and schedule for implementation and completion. The project description must fully describe the nature and scope of the proposed activity including a description of all project elements that effect aquatic resources (wetland, lake, tributary, etc.) and must also include plans and cross section or profile drawings showing the location, character, and dimensions of all proposed activities and aquatic resource impacts.  

[bookmark: Text20]     

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]	


[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber2]	Project Name and/or Number:       

PART FOUR:  Aquatic Resource Impact[footnoteRef:1] Summary [1:  The term “impact” as used in this joint application form is a generic term used for disclosure purposes to identify activities that may require approval from one or more regulatory agencies.  For purposes of this form it is not meant to indicate whether or not those activities may require mitigation/replacement.    ] 


If your proposed project involves a direct or indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc.) identify each impact in the table below. Include all anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. Attach an overhead view map, aerial photo, and/or drawing showing all of the aquatic resources in the project area and the location(s) of the proposed impacts. Label each aquatic resource on the map with a reference number or letter and identify the impacts in the following table. 

		Aquatic Resource ID (as noted on overhead view)

		Aquatic Resource Type (wetland, lake, tributary etc.)

		Type of Impact (fill, excavate, drain, or remove vegetation)

		Duration of Impact Permanent (P) or Temporary (T)1

		Size of Impact2

		Overall Size of Aquatic Resource 3

		Existing Plant Community Type(s) in Impact Area4

		County, Major Watershed #, and Bank Service Area # of Impact Area5



		[bookmark: Text21]     

		[bookmark: Text26]     

		[bookmark: Text31]     

		[bookmark: Text36]     

		[bookmark: Text41]     

		[bookmark: Text46]     

		[bookmark: Text51]     

		[bookmark: Text56]     



		[bookmark: Text22]     

		[bookmark: Text27]     

		[bookmark: Text32]     

		[bookmark: Text37]     

		[bookmark: Text42]     

		[bookmark: Text47]     

		[bookmark: Text52]     

		[bookmark: Text57]     



		[bookmark: Text23]     

		[bookmark: Text28]     

		[bookmark: Text33]     

		[bookmark: Text38]     

		[bookmark: Text43]     

		[bookmark: Text48]     

		[bookmark: Text53]     

		[bookmark: Text58]     



		[bookmark: Text24]     

		[bookmark: Text29]     

		[bookmark: Text34]     

		[bookmark: Text39]     

		[bookmark: Text44]     

		[bookmark: Text49]     

		[bookmark: Text54]     

		[bookmark: Text59]     



		[bookmark: Text25]     

		[bookmark: Text30]     

		[bookmark: Text35]     

		[bookmark: Text40]     

		[bookmark: Text45]     

		[bookmark: Text50]     

		[bookmark: Text55]     

		[bookmark: Text60]     





1If impacts are temporary; enter the duration of the impacts in days next to the “T”.  For example, a project with a temporary access fill that would be removed after 220 days would be entered “T (220)”.

2Impacts less than 0.01 acre should be reported in square feet.  Impacts 0.01 acre or greater should be reported as acres and rounded to the nearest 0.01 acre.  Tributary impacts must be reported in linear feet of impact and an area of impact by indicating first the linear feet of impact along the flowline of the stream followed by the area impact in parentheses).  For example, a project that impacts 50 feet of a stream that is 6 feet wide would be reported as 50 ft (300 square feet).

3This is generally only applicable if you are applying for a de minimis exemption under MN Rules 8420.0420 Subp. 8, otherwise enter “N/A”.

4Use Wetland Plants and Plant Community Types of Minnesota and Wisconsin 3rd Ed. as modified in MN Rules 8420.0405 Subp. 2.

5Refer to Major Watershed and Bank Service Area maps in MN Rules 8420.0522 Subp. 7.

If any of the above identified impacts have already occurred, identify which impacts they are and the circumstances associated with each:

[bookmark: Text61]     

PART FIVE:  Applicant Signature

[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Check here if you are requesting a pre-application consultation with the Corps and LGU based on the information you have provided.  Regulatory entities will not initiate a formal application review if this box is checked.     



By signature below, I attest that the information in this application is complete and accurate.  I further attest that I possess the authority to undertake the work described herein.

		Signature:

		

		Date:

		     







[bookmark: Text183]I hereby authorize       to act on my behalf as my agent in the processing of this application and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support of this application.


[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber3]	Project Name and/or Number:       

Attachment A

Request for Delineation Review, Wetland Type Determination, or Jurisdictional Determination

By submission of the enclosed wetland delineation report, I am requesting that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District (Corps) and/or the Wetland Conservation Act Local Government Unit (LGU) provide me with the following (check all that apply): 

[bookmark: Check2]|_| Wetland Type Confirmation 

[bookmark: Check3]|_| Delineation Concurrence.  Concurrence with a delineation is a written notification from the Corps and a decision from the LGU concurring, not concurring, or commenting on the boundaries of the aquatic resources delineated on the property. Delineation concurrences are generally valid for five years unless site conditions change. Under this request alone, the Corps will not address the jurisdictional status of the aquatic resources on the property, only the boundaries of the resources within the review area (including wetlands, tributaries, lakes, etc.).

[bookmark: Check4]|_| Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination. A preliminary jurisdictional determination (PJD) is a non-binding written indication from the Corps that waters, including wetlands, identified on a parcel may be waters of the United States. For purposes of computation of impacts and compensatory mitigation requirements, a permit decision made on the basis of a PJD will treat all waters and wetlands in the review area as if they are jurisdictional waters of the U.S.  PJDs are advisory in nature and may not be appealed.

[bookmark: Check5]|_| Approved Jurisdictional Determination. An approved jurisdictional determination (AJD) is an official Corps determination that jurisdictional waters of the United States are either present or absent on the property. AJDs can generally be relied upon by the affected party for five years. An AJD may be appealed through the Corps administrative appeal process. 

In order for the Corps and LGU to process your request, the wetland delineation must be prepared in accordance with the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual, any approved Regional Supplements to the 1987 Manual, and the Guidelines for Submitting Wetland Delineations in Minnesota (2013). http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/DelineationJDGuidance.aspx 




[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber4]	Project Name and/or Number:       

Attachment B

Supporting Information for Applications Involving Exemptions, No Loss Determinations, and Activities Not Requiring Mitigation



Complete this part if you maintain that the identified aquatic resource impacts in Part Four do not require wetland replacement/compensatory mitigation OR if you are seeking verification that the proposed water resource impacts are either exempt from replacement or are not under CWA/WCA jurisdiction.

Identify the specific exemption or no-loss provision for which you believe your project or site qualifies:

[bookmark: Text63]     

Provide a detailed explanation of how your project or site qualifies for the above. Be specific and provide and refer to attachments and exhibits that support your contention. Applicants should refer to rules (e.g. WCA rules), guidance documents (e.g. BWSR guidance, Corps guidance letters/public notices), and permit conditions (e.g. Corps General Permit conditions) to determine the necessary information to support the application. Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the WCA LGU and Corps Project Manager prior to submitting an application if they are unsure of what type of information to provide:

[bookmark: Text64]     




[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber5]	Project Name and/or Number:       

Attachment C

Avoidance and Minimization

Project Purpose, Need, and Requirements. Clearly state the purpose of your project and need for your project.  Also include a description of any specific requirements of the project as they relate to project location, project footprint, water management, and any other applicable requirements. Attach an overhead plan sheet showing all relevant features of the project (buildings, roads, etc.), aquatic resource features (impact areas noted) and construction details (grading plans, storm water management plans, etc.), referencing these as necessary:

[bookmark: Text65]     

Avoidance. Both the CWA and the WCA require that impacts to aquatic resources be avoided if practicable alternatives exist.  Clearly describe all on-site measures considered to avoid impacts to aquatic resources and discuss at least two project alternatives that avoid all impacts to aquatic resources on the site. These alternatives may include alternative site plans, alternate sites, and/or not doing the project. Alternatives should be feasible and prudent (see MN Rules 8420.0520 Subp. 2 C). Applicants are encouraged to attach drawings and plans to support their analysis:

[bookmark: Text66]     

Minimization. Both the CWA and the WCA require that all unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources be minimized to the greatest extent practicable.  Discuss all features of the proposed project that have been modified to minimize the impacts to water resources (see MN Rules 8420.0520 Subp. 4):

[bookmark: Text67]     

Off-Site Alternatives.  An off-site alternatives analysis is not required for all permit applications.  If you know that your proposal will require an individual permit (standard permit or letter of permission) from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, you may be required to provide an off-site alternatives analysis.  The alternatives analysis is not required for a complete application but must be provided during the review process in order for the Corps to complete the evaluation of your application and reach a final decision.  Applicants with questions about when an off-site alternatives analysis is required should contact their Corps Project Manager.

[bookmark: Text184]     




[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber6]	Project Name and/or Number:       

Attachment D

Replacement/Compensatory Mitigation

Complete this part if your application involves wetland replacement/compensatory mitigation not associated with the local road wetland replacement program. Applicants should consult Corps mitigation guidelines and WCA rules for requirements.

Replacement/Compensatory Mitigation via Wetland Banking. Complete this section if you are proposing to use credits from an existing wetland bank (with an account number in the State wetland banking system) for all or part of your replacement/compensatory mitigation requirements.

		Wetland Bank Account #

		County

		Major Watershed #

		Bank Service Area #

		Credit Type (if applicable)

		Number of Credits



		[bookmark: Text95]     

		[bookmark: Text100]     

		[bookmark: Text105]     

		[bookmark: Text110]     

		[bookmark: Text115]     

		[bookmark: Text120]     



		[bookmark: Text96]     

		[bookmark: Text101]     

		[bookmark: Text106]     

		[bookmark: Text111]     

		[bookmark: Text116]     

		[bookmark: Text121]     



		[bookmark: Text97]     

		[bookmark: Text102]     

		[bookmark: Text107]     

		[bookmark: Text112]     

		[bookmark: Text117]     

		[bookmark: Text122]     



		[bookmark: Text98]     

		[bookmark: Text103]     

		[bookmark: Text108]     

		[bookmark: Text113]     

		[bookmark: Text118]     

		[bookmark: Text123]     



		[bookmark: Text99]     

		[bookmark: Text104]     

		[bookmark: Text109]     

		[bookmark: Text114]     

		[bookmark: Text119]     

		[bookmark: Text124]     





Applicants should attach documentation indicating that they have contacted the wetland bank account owner and reached at least a tentative agreement to utilize the identified credits for the project. This documentation could be a signed purchase agreement, signed application for withdrawal of credits or some other correspondence indicating an agreement between the applicant and the bank owner.  However, applicants are advised not to enter into a binding agreement to purchase credits until the mitigation plan is approved by the Corps and LGU.

Project-Specific Replacement/Permittee Responsible Mitigation. Complete this section if you are proposing to pursue actions (restoration, creation, preservation, etc.) to generate wetland replacement/compensatory mitigation credits for this proposed project.

		WCA Action Eligible for Credit1

		Corps Mitigation Compensation Technique2

		Acres

		Credit % Requested

		Credits Anticipated3

		County

		Major Watershed #

		Bank Service Area #



		[bookmark: Text125]     

		[bookmark: Text132]     

		[bookmark: Text133]     

		[bookmark: Text140]     

		[bookmark: Text141]     

		[bookmark: Text145]     

		[bookmark: Text149]     

		[bookmark: Text153]     



		[bookmark: Text126]     

		[bookmark: Text131]     

		[bookmark: Text134]     

		[bookmark: Text139]     

		[bookmark: Text142]     

		[bookmark: Text146]     

		[bookmark: Text150]     

		[bookmark: Text154]     



		[bookmark: Text127]     

		[bookmark: Text130]     

		[bookmark: Text135]     

		[bookmark: Text138]     

		[bookmark: Text143]     

		[bookmark: Text147]     

		[bookmark: Text151]     

		[bookmark: Text155]     



		[bookmark: Text128]     

		[bookmark: Text129]     

		[bookmark: Text136]     

		[bookmark: Text137]     

		[bookmark: Text144]     

		[bookmark: Text148]     

		[bookmark: Text152]     

		[bookmark: Text156]     





1Refer to the name and subpart number in MN Rule 8420.0526.

2Refer to the technique listed in St. Paul District Policy for Wetland Compensatory Mitigation in Minnesota.

3If WCA and Corps crediting differs, then enter both numbers and distinguish which is Corps and which is WCA.

Explain how each proposed action or technique will be completed (e.g. wetland hydrology will be restored by breaking the tile……) and how the proposal meets the crediting criteria associated with it. Applicants should refer to the Corps mitigation policy language, WCA rule language, and all associated Corps and WCA guidance related to the action or technique:

[bookmark: Text68]     

Attach a site location map, soils map, recent aerial photograph, and any other maps to show the location and other relevant features of each wetland replacement/mitigation site. Discuss in detail existing vegetation, existing landscape features, land use (on and surrounding the site), existing soils, drainage systems (if present), and water sources and movement. Include a topographic map showing key features related to hydrology and water flow (inlets, outlets, ditches, pumps, etc.):

[bookmark: Text69]     





[bookmark: ProjectNameNumber7]	Project Name and/or Number:       

Attach a map of the existing aquatic resources, associated delineation report, and any documentation of regulatory review or approval. Discuss as necessary:

[bookmark: Text70]     

For actions involving construction activities, attach construction plans and specifications with all relevant details.  Discuss and provide documentation of a hydrologic and hydraulic analysis of the site to define existing conditions, predict project outcomes, identify specific project performance standards and avoid adverse offsite impacts. Plans and specifications should be prepared by a licensed engineer following standard engineering practices. Discuss anticipated construction sequence and timing:

[bookmark: Text71]     

For projects involving vegetation restoration, provide a vegetation establishment plan that includes information on site preparation, seed mixes and plant materials, seeding/planting plan (attach seeding/planting zone map), planting/seeding methods, vegetation maintenance, and an anticipated schedule of activities:

[bookmark: Text72]     

For projects involving construction or vegetation restoration, identify and discuss goals and specific outcomes that can be determined for credit allocation. Provide a proposed credit allocation table tied to outcomes:

[bookmark: Text73]     

Provide a five-year monitoring plan to address project outcomes and credit allocation:

[bookmark: Text74]     

Discuss and provide evidence of ownership or rights to conduct wetland replacement/mitigation on each site:

[bookmark: Text75]     

Quantify all proposed wetland credits and compare to wetland impacts to identify a proposed wetland replacement ratio. Discuss how this replacement ratio is consistent with Corps and WCA requirements:

[bookmark: Text76]     

By signature below, the applicant attests to the following (only required if application involves project-specific/permittee responsible replacement):

· All proposed replacement wetlands were not:

· Previously restored or created under a prior approved replacement plan or permit

· Drained or filled under an exemption during the previous 10 years

· Restored with financial assistance from public conservation programs

· Restored using private funds, other than landowner funds, unless the funds are paid back with interest to the   individual or organization that funded the restoration and the individual or organization notifies the local government unit in writing that the restored wetland may be considered for replacement.

· The wetland will be replaced before or concurrent with the actual draining or filling of a wetland.

· An irrevocable bank letter of credit, performance bond, or other acceptable security will be provided to guarantee successful completion of the wetland replacement.

· Within 30 days of either receiving approval of this application or beginning work on the project, I will record the Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants on the deed for the property on which the replacement wetland(s) will be located and submit proof of such recording to the LGU and the Corps.

		Applicant or Representative:

		     

		Title:

		     



		Signature:

		

		Date:
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Attachment E



Local Government Road Wetland Replacement Program (LGRWRP) Eligibility Application Form for WCA-Regulated Impacts Only 



This attachment must be completed by local government road authorities (county, city, township) who wish to use the LGRWRP for satisfying state and federal wetland replacement requirements for qualifying road reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement projects. Instructions on how to prepare an application for the LGRWRP, the process, and the benefits of the program can be found here.

The local road authority must complete this attachment, obtain signatures from the local WCA Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP), and provide the complete application form and attachments to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Wetland Bank Administration. Your entire application must also be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers if you want the LGRWRP to satisfy any federal wetland replacement requirements.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit Number (if already assigned and known):       



1) Explain how your project is a repair, rehabilitation, reconstruction, or replacement of a currently serviceable road to meet state/federal design or safety standards/requirements. You should describe current road conditions and deficiencies and how the project will rectify them. Also identify and describe project design features that minimize impacts to wetlands. Attach supporting documents and information as applicable. 

[bookmark: Text80]     

2) Provide a map, plan, and/or aerial photograph accurately depicting wetland boundaries within the project area. Attach a delineation/determination report or otherwise explain the method(s) used to identify and delineate wetlands. Also attach and discuss any type of review or approval of wetland boundaries or other aspects of the project by a member or members of the local Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) or Corps of Engineers.

[bookmark: Text81]     

3) Discuss the feasibility of providing onsite compensatory mitigation/replacement for important site-specific wetland functions:

     

In the table below, identify only wetland impacts from Part 4 that are regulated by WCA and qualify for the LGRWRP. Wetland impacts regulated by WCA are any wetland areas that are drained or filled, any permanently or semi-permanently flooded wetland areas that are excavated, and any wetland areas that are excavated and converted to a nonwetland, deepwater habitat. Consult the TEP if you are unsure what wetland impacts are regulated by WCA. 

Each impact type should be identified separately (i.e. Fill, Drain, Excavation are three separate impact types). 

		Wetland Impact ID (same as noted in Part 4 and on overhead view)

		Type of Impact (fill, excavate, or drain) – Choose only one per line

		Size of Impact (square feet or acres to 0.01)

		Existing Plant Community Type(s) in Impact Area1 – Choose only one per line

		County, Major Watershed #, and Bank Service Area # of Impact2



		EXAMPLE

		Fill

		0.14 ac

		Shallow marsh

		21, 7



		EXAMPLE

		Excavate

		0.27 ac

		Shallow marsh

		21, 7



		[bookmark: Text158]     

		[bookmark: Text164]     

		[bookmark: Text165]     

		[bookmark: Text166]     

		[bookmark: Text167]     



		[bookmark: Text168]     

		[bookmark: Text169]     

		[bookmark: Text170]     

		[bookmark: Text171]     

		[bookmark: Text172]     



		[bookmark: Text173]     

		[bookmark: Text174]     

		[bookmark: Text175]     

		[bookmark: Text176]     

		[bookmark: Text177]     



		

		TOTAL

		     

		

		





1Use Wetland Plants and Plant Community Types of Minnesota and Wisconsin as modified in MN Rules 8420.0405 Subp. 2.

2 Maps of Major Watersheds and Bank Service Areas can be found here or refer to maps in MN Rules 8420.0522 Subp. 7.

Project Name and/or Number:       





Road Authority Signature:  By signature below, the road authority attests that they have followed the process in MN Rules 8420.0544 and have determined that the wetland impacts identified in Attachment E are regulated by the MN WCA and eligible for the MN Local Government Road Wetland Replacement Program.

		Local Road Authority Representative Name:

		     

		Employer:

		     



		



Signature:

		

		Date:

		     









Technical Evaluation Panel Concurrence: 	

By signing below, TEP members attest that each wetland impact listed in Attachment E is regulated by WCA and meets eligibility requirements for replacement by the LGRWRP. 

		LGU TEP Member Name:

		[bookmark: Text85]     

		LGU Name:

		[bookmark: Text86]     







[bookmark: Text87]Signature:  _________________________________________		   Date:       

Check here  |_|  if LGU and SWCD TEP member are one in the same and leave SWCD TEP member blank.

		SWCD TEP Member Name:

		     

		SWCD Name:

		     







[bookmark: Text90]Signature:  _________________________________________		Date:       

		BWSR TEP Member Name:

		     

		

		







Signature:  _________________________________________		Date:       

		DNR TEP Member Name:

		     

		

		







Signature:  _________________________________________		Date:       

A majority of the TEP must sign for BWSR to process the application and satisfy state and federal wetland replacement/mitigation requirements. The road authority must send the TEP-signed Attachment E and all other application materials to:



Wetland Bank Administration

Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources

520 Lafayette Road North

Saint Paul, MN 55155



Materials can be submitted electronically to: LGRWRP.BWSR@state.mn.us 







Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being
developed by Tenaska, Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage
intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the Commission in the first
quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of
their location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency
may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any
written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the
Commission’s review process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7C0fe3384ad65a40c13d0408dd0896855c%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638676165665713053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7xFiwXx3XxS5nSQTE1cPlDCbjteO8xAcd%2FAn9R1gJMs%3D&reserved=0


 

October 29, 2024 

Jed Chesnut 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
Central Office; Wetland Specialist 
520 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
jed.chesnut@state.mn.us 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Monika Davis
To: Kotch Egstad, Stacy (DOT)
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; JPitts@TENASKA.com
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 12:04:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
Crane_Sandhill_Land_Control_Areas.zip

Good afternoon, Stacy.
 
Nice to meet you and thank you for your quick response. Attached are shapefiles of the Land Control
Areas (i.e., project boundaries) of the Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects. These are the same areas
shown on the map provided with the project notification letter. The Projects will be accessed from
13th Street NW, north of the sites, and no impacts to trunk highway ROW are anticipated. If you have
any additional questions about these projects, don’t hesitate to reach out.
 
We look forward to coordinating with MnDOT during the MPUC review proceedings.
 
Have a great rest of your day!
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
From: Kotch Egstad, Stacy (DOT) <stacy.kotch@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 9:10 AM
To: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; JPitts@TENASKA.com
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

Good Morning Monika,
 
I’d like to introduce myself as your MnDOT point of contact for your Crane and Sandhill BESS
Projects.

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
mailto:stacy.kotch@state.mn.us
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user9762ae5f
mailto:JPitts@TENASKA.com
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

 
You would coordinate directly with me throughout the MPUC process and, if deemed necessary, any
Project review and downstream permitting preparations.
 
If available, I am interested in seeing a shapefile of the proposed Projects so that I may perform an
initial screening of any perceived or actual impacts in our ArcGIS systems. While your Projects do not
look to have direct impacts to our trunk highway right-of-way, I’d like to confirm as much.
 
Thank you for contacting MnDOT and initiating early Project review coordination,
 
Stacy Kotch Egstad
Utility Routing & Siting Coordinator | Office of Land Management
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Blvd Mailstop 678
St. Paul, MN. 55155
651-358-0786
Large Energy Facility Project Guidance - MnDOT (state.mn.us)

 

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:39 PM
To: Pignato, Joseph (DOT) <joseph.pignato@state.mn.us>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
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The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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October 29, 2024 

Joe Pignato, Land Management Office Director 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Office of Land Management 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mailstop 630 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1800 
joseph.pignato@state.mn.us 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   



Page 2 of 80 

We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Donovan, Martin (DNR)
To: Monika Davis
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 8:57:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
 
Thank you for sending me the project introduction letter. I have forwarded the letter along to
Melissa Collins and will follow up if she has comments. We appreciate you engaging with the
Minnesota DNR in the early coordination process.
 
Best,
Martin

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:39 PM
To: Donovan, Martin (DNR) <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
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mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
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Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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October 29, 2024 

Martin Donovan 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Energy Projects, Planners Office 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
500 Lafayette Road 
Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
martin.donovan@state.mn.us 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   



Page 2 of 80 

We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Service, Customer (DEED)
To: Monika Davis; Service, Customer (DEED)
Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 8:02:46 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image004.png

Good Morning Monika,
 
This inbox is monitored by the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED).
Based on your email, it appears you may have been trying to reach the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission. Their contact information is screenshotted below:
 

About Us / Public Utilities Commission
 
If I am incorrect and you did intend to reach DEED, please clarify which department within DEED you
are intending this information for and we can assist with forwarding your message.
 
Thank you,
 
Ciera
MA2|Business Operations Support Specialist
Department of Employment and Economic Development 
Great Northern Building, 180 E 5th Street, Suite 12108 St. Paul, MN 55101
Direct: 651-259-7114 (DEED Main Line)
Web | Twitter | Facebook

 

From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 4:42 PM
To: Service, Customer (DEED) <deed.customerservice@state.mn.us>
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mn.gov%2Fdeed%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7Cdcced12a033843178d9308dcf8e31f9c%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658901653345486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uAYRn22jm8OjnTb2qPWY3h%2FwuwHyYrAX8RfsWXoG2Ho%3D&reserved=0

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 7th Place E

Suite 350

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Local: 651.296.0406 | Toll Free: 1.800.657.3782
consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

Cc: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com; Pitts, Jarrod <JPitts@TENASKA.com>
Subject: Project Introduction - Crane and Sandhill BESS Projects

 

 

Good afternoon,
 
Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage),
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS Project
(Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, Range 15W,
Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Both Projects are being developed by Tenaska,
Inc. (Tenaska) on behalf of CIP. The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission). Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage intend to file a Joint Site Permit
Application (Application) with the Commission in the first quarter of 2025.
 
The attached letter provides additional information about the Projects, an overview map of their
location, and contact information for Tenaska. We welcome any comments your agency may have at
this time and throughout the Commission’s application review process. Any written agency
comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the Commission’s review
process.
 
Regards,
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to

mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmonika.davis%40merjent.com%7Cdcced12a033843178d9308dcf8e31f9c%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638658901653365050%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Aeg9rIlrQ%2FExvAnxX5LhBLfyFpuA2kSyRWyTuKsAahE%3D&reserved=0


 

October 29, 2024 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development 
DEED Headquarters 
Great Northern Building 
180 E 5th St., Suite 1200 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
DEED.CustomerService@state.mn.us 
 
RE:  Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage Projects in Olmsted County, Minnesota 

Crane Energy Storage LLC (Crane Storage) and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC (Sandhill Storage), 
wholly owned subsidiaries of Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), propose to construct the 
Crane Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill BESS 
Project (Sandhill Project), collectively the Projects, adjacent to one another in Township 107N, 
Range 15W, Sections 30 and 31, in Olmsted County, Minnesota. Each BESS will charge its 
batteries with energy from the electric transmission grid, when excess power is available, via the 
Point of Interconnection (POI) at Southwest Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s Byron 
Substation, store that energy on site, and later deliver that energy back to the transmission grid 
through the same POI, when it is needed. These Projects will aid the region’s ongoing transition 
to renewables, ensure reliable electric service in the area, provide significant economic benefits to 
local residents, and help Minnesota achieve its clean energy goals.  

The Crane Project and Sandhill Project will each be able to store a maximum of 800 megawatt 
hours (MWh) of electricity at a given time, with a maximum injection capacity of 200 MW into 
the electric transmission grid. In addition, Crane Storage and Sandhill Storage are proposing to 
construct collector substations adjacent to the BESS and an approximately 500-foot-long 161 
kilovolt (kV) generation-tie (gen-tie) line that will be shared by the two projects to interconnect to 
the existing Byron Substation, the POI for both projects. An overview map of the Projects is 
enclosed. 

The Projects require Site Permits from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission). 
Crane and Sandhill intend to file a Joint Site Permit Application (Application) with the 
Commission in the first quarter of 2025. Pending receipt of all required permits and approvals, 
construction of the Projects is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2027, with commercial 
operation by the second quarter of 2028. Construction of the Projects may be staggered so that one 
project would begin commercial operation before the other.   
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We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the Commission’s 
application review process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 
be incorporated into the Commission’s review process. If you have questions and would like 
additional information about the proposed Projects, or if you have any information we should 
consider evaluating, please contact me at jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com or (402) 691-9577.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph M. Finocchiaro 
Crane Energy Storage LLC 
Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 
c/o Tenaska, Inc. 
14302 FNB Parkway 
Omaha, NE 68154 
Phone: (402) 691-9577 
Email: jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com  

Enclosure: Project Overview Map 

Cc: Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Inc. 
 James Hingston, Tenaska, Inc. 

Jeremy Duehr, Fredrikson & Byron 
Monika H. Davis, Merjent, Inc.  

mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
mailto:jfinocchiaro@tenaska.com
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Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage System Projects 

Introductory Call with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

Attendees: 

• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources: 
o Melissa Collins, Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist 
o Martin Donovan, Energy Planner 

• Tenaska: 
o Jarrod Pitts, Tenaska, Lead Developer 
o Joe Finocchiaro, Tenaska, Senior Director Environmental Programs 
o Fred Strauss, Tenaska, Director Environmental Programs 

• James Hingston, Tenaska, Developer 
• Merjent 

o Monika Davis, Environmental Subcontractor 
• Fredrikson & Byron 

o Jeremy Duehr, Legal Counsel 

Introductions 

Project descriptions 

• The Projects will help to meet increased demand for electricity; battery storage helps with 
addressing times of peak demand and integrating renewables to the grid. 

• Footprint of these projects is much smaller than a wind or solar farm. 
• These projects may support other planned renewable energy projects in the area. 
• Projects sites are primarily row-crops –some young trees and shrubs on site periphery.  
• Wetland delineation completed and projects designed to avoid wetland impacts. 
• State and federal database review results: 

o Federal: Whooping Crane experimental population, Monarch candidate, Prairie 
Bush Clover, threatened. Initial Dkey run result was no effect. 

o MCE results: Loggerhead shrike. No MBS, NPCs, calcareous fens, no bat HCP 
features. Needs further review for state-listed species. 

o In-field survey noted low to no potential for occurrence of state and federally listed 
species or migratory birds. 

• Field surveys completed – cultural, w/w delineation, ecological survey 

Discussion: 

• Melissa: Any future plans to develop wind/solar to feed into these BESS? 
o Jarrod: No, not at this time. Aware of other wind/solar projects being developed by 

others in the area that may benefit from these projects. 
• Melissa: types of BESS technology? 

o Jarrod: Projects will use lithium ion technology. Committed to using the safest tech 
on the market. LSP will be used for these projects. 

• Melissa: Are there any images of how this will look on the landscape? 



o Jarrod: Can provide site layouts and renderings of how the projects will look. 
Projects will include 6 ft fencing, battery enclosures (10 ft high, 8 ft wide, 10-30 ft 
long). Enclosures connected via underground collection lines, access roads 
throughout the site. Coordinating with local fire and emergency response. Collector 
sub on site will step up voltage to 161 kV, gen-tie to connect to existing Byron 
Substation.  

• Melissa: Area is prone to karst. Want to understand depth of footings. Also, is cooling an 
issue? Need for water appropriation? Need a well? 

o Jarrod: HVAC system does not require water. Not anticipated that water 
appropriation will be needed. Designing to fire safety standard – requirement for 
some water supply for emergency response. Projects will either connect to local 
water system or have tanks on site. Most likely to connect with City of Byron system; 
working on this agreement now. If not able to connect to City of Byron system, 
would have onsite tank or well.  

• Melissa: Do you have formal MCE response? 
o Monika: Not yet but will submit and summarize results in the Joint Application. 

• Melissa: Will coordinate with species folks and may have questions about fencing. 
Entrapment can be a concern. Avoid barbed wire on top of fence.  

o Fred and Jarrod: shared kmz of latest design, demonstrating that the footprint is 
much smaller than the parcel boundary shown in the PPT and projects are about 0.5 
mile north of Highway 14. 

• Melissa: Smaller scale than she was anticipating . Recommends submitting formal MCE. 
About 6  weeks for response from MDNR. Could have an automated response unless further 
review is needed. 



Meeting with Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) 

Date: November 7, 2024 

Attendees: 

• Steve Roos, MDA 
• Tenaska: Joe Finocchiaro, Jarrod Pitts, Tyler Clark 
• Fredrikson & Byron: Jeremy Duehr 
• Merjent: Monika Davis 

Topics: 

Introductions 

Introduction to the Projects and to Tenaska in general 

• Typical industrial use, but sited in ag land north of the existing substation due to siting 
constraints 

MDA Comments: 

• Outside municipal boundary, but within two mile buffer area around Byron that the city has 
rights to develop, if they choose to annex that land. 

• Within the this two mile buffer, MDA expects these areas to get developed eventually. This 
affects how they approach projects like these.  

• BESS projects seem more like light industrial projects than a solar/wind development.  
• Has Tenaska asked Byron whether they would annex the Projects into the municipal 

boundary? MPUC may ask about this.  
• MDA is concerned about potential impacts on existing drainage systems which are not 

always parcel specific.  
• Soil – they care about temporary uses and the potential impacts on soils. Would want soils 

restored for ag use if projects are temporary.  

Jeremy Response: 

• Due to the term of the site permits from MPUC, applicants have to contemplate 
decommissioning projects when the site permit term expires.  

• Tenaska is actively coordinating with the Town of Byron. Joint application considers 
municipal planning, as well. No immediate plans for annexing these projects have been 
identified at this time. 

• There are BMPs proposed for mitigation/minimizing impacts on soils and ag land, but not in 
a separate AIMP.  

• We could consolidate all of those BMPs in one place in the application.  
• Projects will have docket numbers soon. 

MDA Additional Comments:  



• Because these projects are so close to a municipal boundary and because they have to 
contemplate removal of the projects at the end of the site term, Steve thinks consolidating 
BMPs in one place in the application could be reasonable.  

• Steve wants to hear about Byron’s long-term goals for the surrounding planning area (two-
mile buffer) and thinks MPUC will too. 

• Or, maybe a bullet list of remediations, fleshed out in a more succinct AIMP attached to the 
site permit. 

• Steve can submit a letter noting MDA’s coordination with the Applicants regarding ag impact 
mitigation.  

• However, development within the two mile planning area is more likely than not to be 
annexed eventually. 

• Steve would like to be notified after Joint Application is submitted, so he can provide a letter 
response. MDA tried to provide fair assessments and apply rules consistently across all 
projects. 

 



MINNESOTA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
50 Sherburne Avenue ▪ Administration Building 203 ▪ Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 ▪ 651-201-3287

mn.gov/admin/shpo ▪ mnshpo@state.mn.us
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND SERVICE PROVIDER 

February 3, 2025 

Rachel Klabacka William 
Staff Archaeologist, PI 
TRC 
RKlabacka@trccompanies.com 

RE: Crane and Sandhill Battery Energy Storage System Project 
T107 R15 S30 & S31, Olmsted County 
SHPO Number: 2025-0127 

Dear Rachel Klabacka William: 

Thank you for continuing consultation on the above referenced project. We understand that this project 
will require a Minnesota Public Utilities Commission site permit, and therefore, information received on 
December 19, 2024, has been reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic 
Preservation Office by the Minnesota Historic Sites Act (138.665-666). If this project will be located on 
non-federal public land, the project will also be subject to review under the Minnesota Field 
Archaeology Act (138.40).   

We have reviewed the cultural resources survey report, Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance, Crane 
and Sandhill BESS Project, in Kalmar Township, Olmsted County, Minnesota, SHPO No 2025-0127 
(December 2024, TRC) that was prepared for this project. Based on the results of the survey, we have 
determined that no significant archaeological sites will be affected by this project and that there are no 
properties listed in the National or State Registers of Historic Places, or within the Historic Sites 
Network, that will be affected by this project. 

Please note that this comment letter does not address the requirements of Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR § 800. If this project is considered for federal financial 
assistance, or requires a federal permit or license, then review and consultation with our office will need 
to be initiated by the lead federal agency. Be advised that comments and recommendations provided by 
our office for this state-level review may differ from findings and determinations made by the federal 
agency as part of review and consultation under Section 106.  

If you have any questions regarding our review of this project, please contact Kelly Gragg-Johnson, 
Environmental Review Specialist, at 651-201-3285 or kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Spong 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

mailto:RKlabacka@trccompanies.com
mailto:kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us
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