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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Website Analytics

Big Stone South to Alexandria

Website Analytics
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Newspaper advertisements

Alexandria Echo Press

Douglas County

April 17 & 24, 2023

October 6 & 11, 2023

January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

Dawson Sentinel

Lac Qui Parle County

April 19 & 26, 2023

October 4 & 11, 2023

January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

April 15 & 22, 2023

Swift County Extra Shopper Swift County October 6 & 13. 2023
February 3 & 10, 2024
June 15 & 22, 2024
April 18 & 25, 2023
October 4 & 11, 2023
Grant County Herald Grant County ctober

January 30 & February 6, 2024
June 11 & 18, 2024

Ortonville Independent

Big Stone County

April 17 & 24, 2023

October 3 & 10, 2023

January 29 & February 5, 2024
June 10 & 17, 2024

Pope County Tribune

Pope County

April 17 & 24, 2023
January 29 & February 5, 2024
June 6 & 7, 2024

Stevens County Times

Stevens County

April 18 & 25, 2023

October 3 & 10, 2023

January 30 & February 6, 2024
June 11 & 18, 2024

Swift County Monitor

Swift County

April 19 & 26, 2023

October 4 & 11, 2023
January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

West Central Tribune

Kandiyohi County

April 15 & 22, 2023
October 4 & 11, 2023
February 3 & 10, 2024
June 8 & 17, 2024
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Project handout

Big Stone South to Alexandria

Breckennioge 7T

Otter Tail Power Company and
Missouri River Energy Services :
are proposing a new 345-kilovolt : A
(kV) transmission line between i] ’ |
Otter Tail Power's Big Stone ol
South Substation in South i
Dakota and a substation owned

by Missouri River Energy Services 158

in Alexandria, Minnesota. / h

This project will improve electric
reliability, increase resiliency

to extreme weather conditions,
reduce transmission congestion,
and increase access to _
renewable energy in the region. .

A lot has to happen before the — i
Big Stone South to Alexandria

345-kV transmission line can be

placed in service.

SOETH DANGTA

INNEROTA
& /‘
{ 4

We are developing route Hes
options for the proposed line Imm—m
and look forward to your input. e St

Study area is subject to change.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

(& ar

Engagement Opportunities
> Y
! 4 gg:ﬁerin Public Engagement . Construction
9 Routing Right of Way In Service by 2030
Surveys Restoration

+ Preliminary Surveys
Preliminary Right of Way
Preliminary Engineering

ﬁ Communication Through Construction

Route Application Decision
Final Engineering

N BSS'A

. MISSOURI
OT"EB iA’l ! RIVER’ Big Stone South

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES to Alexandria
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File Route Applications
Environmental Permits




BS54 omenian

to Alexandria POWER COMPANY

HDR

1601 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

! I\RIIIISSOURI

ENERGY SERVICES

} Join us at an open house to learn about the Big Stone to Alexandria 345-kV transmission

line proposed by Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services.
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A
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

Social media post

— Otter Tail Power Company
# Favorites - Apnl 24 2023 . D

Join us this week!

Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line project open houses:
« Alexandria: Tuesday, April 25, 4-7 p.m,
» Ortonville: Wednesday, April 26, 4-7 p.m.... See more

N L) i 4 B5SA - Wetlem Segment
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BIGETONESOUTHTOALEXANDRIA.COM
Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line
Minnesota’s electric uiilities are committed to dellvering safe, reliable, cost-effective energy fo...

O
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Newspaper advertisement

F Big stone South to Alexandra Transmission Line

OIN US!

You're invited toour upcoming public
meoetings to learn more about the project, ask
guestions. and provide feedback.

Cieter Tail Powser Company and Missouri River Eneray
Senioes are proposing a new 245-kilowalt transmission line
betwssan Other Tail Power's Big Store South Substation

in South Dakota and 8 MRES substation in Alexandria,
Minmeszta, The project willim prove slectric religkility in
thie Upper Midwest.

ALEXANDRIA B | |
& april 25, 2023
@ L00-TO0 pam.

&
R P ST

¥ Holiday inmn
SEIT dobhi- 23
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& aprii 26,2023
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Center ! T

2oy M L wevrae
Dt ik BEITS

BENSON W S sitoin] | TN |

& aAprll 27, 2003 ﬂuﬂ}‘mhnﬁnnmmu@m

@ S00-TO0 .

P MeKinneys on Eﬁ BSSA
Southiside b
R

S Sy Ersgat Sodrh
Banaon, £430 BERE By Stene South
HR TR ey to Akxandrz

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT?

o | e

11 of 122



BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Open house
materials
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Project handout

BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

NEW 345-KV TRANSMISSION LINE

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services

are proposing a new transmission line to connect the existing
Big Stone South substation in northeast South Dakota and the

existing Alexandria, Minnesota substation. We will work closely with

landowners, commmunities, and local officials to identify potential

routes and file route permits with appropriate regulatory agencies.

The BSSA transmission project will:

i © e P

Improve electric Increase resiliency Reduce INncrease access
reliability to extreme weather transmission to renewable
conditions congestion energy

| C—1 sTUuDY AREA i

Q ExiSTING suBsTATION , | |
! e . - o ik ] h
39 "H_ MISSOURI RIVER EMERGY
- b4 SERVICES ALENAMNDRIA
' SUBSTATION |
| L cuEMwoon 8-
STANBUCE, : g
A IR y ]
| |
. |
OTTER TAIL POWER
. BIG STOME SOUTH
] SUBET_A'"GN HEMSON % |
- .Fi: 8 " - ey .
., T ! |— -\.\-H-.

1o APPEETON
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The Study Area is subject to refinement during project development.

Many steps need to take place between
now and when the Big Stone South to

MISSOURI
RIVER’

ENERGY SERVICES

Oiré;z'mu

POWER COMPANY

Routing Process

Define
Study
Area

Identify
Project
Corridors

Develop
Route
Alternatives

Select
Preferred

g Engagement Opportunities
Alexandria 345-kV Transmission Line is fully v v
operational. See the timeline on the right for

a snapshot of how this project will develop @ Sl
u naagement

and when you will see different milestones! Gathering Rowkirg

Preliminary Surveys
Preliminary Right of Way
Preliminary Engineering

ﬁ Communication Throughout the Project

Processes and timing vary from MN to SD.
Our project team will refine the timing of
these steps to be in compliance with each

=5

File Route Applications
Environmental Permits

Construction
In Service in 2030
Restoration
Route Application Decision
Right of Way

Final Engineering

respective state’s requirements.

We can’t do this alone, and we're
appreciative of your support and interest

in the Big Stone South to Alexandria
345-kV Transmission Line project! Q (800) 598-5587

=: www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com

¥ connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com

camera to scan
the QR code.
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri
River Energy Services belong to the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator organization, also
referred to as MISO.

Iron Range
Jamestown

|

Big Stone
South©

Ellendale | Alexandria
O ~

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides reliable, cost-
effective electric systems and operations; dependable
and transparent prices; open access to markets; and
planning for long-term efficiency.

North
Rochester

Maple Morrison

Ridge Tazewell Q==0==C Reynolds
OO A Gilman

Pgxton

MISO has approved 18 new transmission projects
throughout the Midwest that are needed by 2030 to
ensure a reliable and resilient transmission system
in the future.

— MISSOURI

Orn;r;z'nlu RIVER’

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services are proposing a new 345-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line between Otter Tail Power's existing
Big Stone South Substation and MRES's existing
Alexandria Substation.

The project will benefit the region by:

a

ﬁ \ Increasing access to
ZII> renewable energy

Improving electric 8]

reliability

b8 Reducing transmission
)7\(" congestion

Increasing resiliency to extreme

-5 Weather conditions

a0

NORTH
DAKOTA

MINNESOTA

SOUTH
DAKOTA

L

MORRIS

OTTER TAll

2

BIG STONE SOUTH
SUBSTATION

L POWER

59 BENSON iﬁ

MISSOURI RIVéR ENERGY
SERVICES ALEXANDRIA
SUBSTATION

STARBUCK

TH DAKOTA
INNESOTA

APPLETON

==

The Study Area is subject to refinement during project development.

Orrzh'rnu

MISSOURI
RIVER’
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS
g Engagement Opportunities

s . v " '
l ’ ga;‘:" i ¢+ Public Engagement Construction
- Routing Surveys In Service in 2030
Preliminary Surveys Restoration
Preliminary Right of Way * File Route Applications Route Application Decision
Preliminary Engineering Environmental Permits Right of Way

ﬁ Final Engineering
Communication Throughout the Project

Processes and timing vary from MN to SD. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to be in compliance with each respective state’s requirements.

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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555 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS

DEFINE IDENTIFY PROJECT
STUDY AREA CORRIDORS

WE ARE
HERE

SELECT
PROPOSED ROUTES

DEVELOP ROUTE HOLD PUBLIC
ALTERNATIVES OPEN HOUSE

HOLD PUBLIC
OPEN HOUSE

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING CONSIDERATIONS

OPPORTUNITIES REQUIREMENTS

We'll hold meetings with agencies and the public cwsw@\ /mC”N'CAL

GUIDELINES
throughout the study area to gather feedback
and information helpful to our routing team in
developing potential line routes.

After carefully considering that input and c
v
| ——

evaluating opportunities, constraints, permit
requirements, and technical guidelines, we'll
identify project corridors.

|
FILE ROUTE APPLICATIONS

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way? B What is an Easement? B What is Right of Entry?
Right of way is a portion of land needed An easement is the legal document that To assess potential routes and
for the construction, operation, and allows Otter Tail Power Company and conduct the necessary environmental,
maintenance of the transmission line, Missouri River Energy Services to construct, engineering, and geologic studies/
typically about 150-foot-wide. Right of way is survey, and maintain transmission surveys, right-of-way agents will work
typically secured through negotiation and structures and lines on your property. with landowners and residents to acquire

acquisition of an easement agreement. a temporary right-of-entry agreement.

A 150-foot-wide easement will be necessary to construct, This agreement does not give permission
operate, and maintain the proposed transmission line. for construction.

B What can | expect? Right-of-way agents will reach out to landowners in potential routing areas to discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners in the project area will be notified of the . .
project and right-of-way agents will reach out to A right-of-way agent will present the landowner an
begin the acquisition process easement based on the fair market value.

b We'll work with landowners to resolve any b < Once the project receives final approval, the utilities
guestions or concerns, coming to an agreement O construct, operate, and maintain the transmission line.

to grant an easement.

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or concerns, our right-of-way agents will work with you!

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed Get Connected

To stay up-to-date on the project, you can Our next round of public meetings will be late 2023

visit our website at: —early 2024. We hope you are able to join us as we
provide more information regarding the regulatory

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com process for this project.

There will be many opportunities to participate

Use your phone’s o throughout the project development and permitting
camera to scan - 5.5 processes. You can submit feedback, attend public
the QR code. . _' meetings, ask questions, and learn more!

L

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com
(800) 598-5587

D MISSOURI
OrmrerTAaIL RIVER
POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Media
coverage
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Media Coverage — Alexandria Echo Press

NEWS

Transmission project proposed in Alexandria
area

On Tuesday, April 11, at the Holiday Inn members of the public were able to get
information and talk to officials about the project.

This map shows a portion of the area affected by an upcoming Alexandria-to-Becker
transmission project. Contributed photo

By Travis Gulbrandson
April 19,2023 at 8:24 AM

@ Share (® News reporting

ALEXANDRIA — An open house was held last week in Alexandria
on the Alexandria-to-Becker transmission project.

On Tuesday, April 11, at the Holiday Inn members of the public
were able to get information and talk to officials about the project.

23 of 122



The project would put a 345-kV transmission line between the
Alexandria substation and the planned Big Oaks substation,
proposed to be built near the retiring Sherco power plant near
Becker.

The transmission line project is designed to connect new renewable
energy to the grid and enhance reliability. The bulk of construction
would involve adding a second circuit to existing transmission
structures from the completed CapX2020 project.

"We're able for the most part to add power lines onto existing
structures," said Randy Fordice, spokesperson for Xcel Energy.
"There will be | think 50 new structures or foundations that we'd
have to build where we'd have two-pole structures versus the one-
pole structure that you would see on most of 1-94.

"But for the most part, it's just adding that second wire between
Alexandria and Becker," he said.

Additionally, the Alexandria substation will be connected to the Big
Stone South substation in South Dakota, Fordice said.

"This is probably one of the more straightforward projects that
we'll ever do because we have the existing infrastructure in place,
versus looking for a new point A to point B route, which is how
most of our projects are," Fordice said.

A certificate of need will also be required to be filed with the state
of Minnesota for the entire route from South Dakota to Becker,
Fordice said.

"That tends to take about 10 to 15 months for the state review
process," he said.

Following approval, there will be additional public hearings, along
with a more detailed design and engineering, with construction to
begin some time in the later 2020s, Fordice said.

24 of 122



"The technical, expected in-service date is 2030, but there's
additional equipment that needs to be installed. The substation and
things like that," he said. "We've got good lead time, but there's so
much transmission being built, we wanted to make sure we can get
out and start doing this early."

Richard Dahl of Missouri River Energy Services said another public
meeting will take place in Alexandria on April 25, and more public
outreach meetings will come later.

A route permit is also expected to be filed for the project in the
fourth quarter of 2024, he said.

"There's a lot more work to be done," he said.
The open house was hosted by Xcel Energy.

@ Share (® News reporting

By Travis Gulbrandson(https://www.echopress.com/Travis
Gulbrandson)

@& vis Gulbrandson covers several beats, including Osakis School Board and Osakis
w% cil, along with the Brandon-Evansville School Board. His focus will also be

Rn crlme and court news.
opress.

mﬁa@ram (https://www.instagram.com/echo_press/) Q Facebook

Wigtps://www.facebook.com/echopress)
Gulbran

dson)
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Postcard mailer

j > S MISSOURI
BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria Orrenlar ﬁ.’!EﬂH..,..

Crtber Tail Power Company snd Missowi River Erergy Services [repvesenting
Western Minnessto Munidioa Power Agency) ars partrisning to deselop; conrstruct,
and co-own a new 45k kool ) raremission lire. The Big Stone South 1o
Alepandria rarsmission line (BS5A) will nun betweesn Crtter Tall Power Comipany's
Big Stome South Substation in South Cakots and the Alexardhia substation owned
by Misscuri River Emergy Services near Alexandria, Minnescta,

This project will improve slectric refiability, increase resilisncy to sxtreme
weather events. reduce transmission congestion and increase access to low

cost energy in the region

i m.m&ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬂ;\EEHH‘IEEH i
\ MEEFWRm 5Ky SuReTATIGH . Alesandria

9 EXIETING SURSTATION

Bl ROUTECORRICOR

]

i )

HOST PUBLIC
OPEN HOUSES

DEVELOP
ROUTE

OETER AL

FOWER

816 5TOME SOUTH Safly
Y e

n T HOST PUBLIC
OPEN HOUSES

]
B SELECT
§| PROPOSED

. Project corrder (s marked i gresn on the map above ond subject to change.

~ PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
Developing ard constructing a transmission Tine is a mulki-year effort. We are gathering public feedback to refine the moute
comidor and select 8 proposed route, and well continue coerdinating with landowners, local governments, agencies, and other
stakeholders. The new ineis entabively scheduled to be in servicein 20502031

=
mmw

Scan the QR
ﬁ code to viait
D * PUbEE Ergegement | Constricticn the project
Cimthvrng 4 gt of Wiy 1 In Senvice tn 2080-2709
- Predf minary Surveys Sisrneys I Aastorakion
& Pealirinary Righs of Wiy P faouie Applicaniong Bou Appilcation Dacison
+ Pratirninary Enginesring Erdrmnmarital Permits Final Enginesring
Wha are Madd

Commmmaun et Frogect Lipdates Theousgnout Consouction
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BSS A @nh,:l !MISSOURI

Orr RIVER’
Big Stone South E

to Alexandria POWER COMPANY NERGY SERVICES

m

C/O HDR
1601 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

Join us at an open house to learn about the Big Stone South to Alexandria 345-kV transmission
line proposed by Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services.
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A
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

Social media advertisement

Facebook

> OuaTﬂMrCompny -
=% . X

oo e=vat

Welee parttieiing with Misgour! Rivier Enwrgy
Samvvces (lepresenting Wesism Minnesots
Muncoal Pawsr Agency) —Ses e

 ERCumt DTETHEET T S 1 e 50 W08 T e T B e s e

higstaneecuticsfexaritia con
Big Stane South 1o Learn more
Alesandria transmission

o-
-

& (™ C} Cammes Fo Share
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A
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

Newspaper advertisement

BSS "A B Stone Soith to Alexandria ﬂ%' m

Provide Input for the Big Stone South
to Alexandria Transmission Line

» MILEANK
@ oct. 16,2023 P H00-6:00 pm

)] S B ek R
MUESRITED LTIED

» BENSON

Eoct17, 2023 ) 300-6:00 pam
ZER LA ani e
Hanshe MH IS

* GLENWOOD
S ock 18 7023 ) 300-6:00 porn.

| Central Square
105 Eried e 1E SEile i
leriond. MhisERTAe

Ctier Tail Power Company =~ Missouri
Hiver Energy Secvices (representing Wostsm
Mirrszota Momicipod Foveer Agancyfare
partrnesing bo asvslan, Consrict, A oo-men
3 e d S ifowals (kv trargmizsior lRe: he
Big Stome Sontn to A lera pana ey resicn
IIne RS wil ron betvmsn Cetat Tall Sevies
warpEEiy S B Stane Soydhy Sestation i
South TEakits ohd the Alexandria Substation
oo T o B hl're-_rquuﬂ Rissper Enorgy Serwices noar
filsdiandeis, WEnnesota

+ ALEXANDRIA
s s
@ eroadway Ballroom
AR AR
Alegargng, MM SEEa

+ DRTONVILLE

EOct 24 2025 [ 3-00-6:00 p.m,

2O MACEFnE MR i}
Tattorwile 1R AETE

HAVE QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE PROJECT?

Sy WA THGEIRARSL I ARSI EDMY

¥ Brofect corndar f= morked it giesn oo the
miog ghove and i subject chonge

CAN'T MAKE IT?
Yo camsell provide input i seesnmoays

L Besfiesst o ipailed of errgiled o mation pecke

o comnectzbimonessut itrkaamidisoom b =at g s shiesting with our praject tearn

< faomzan-ssET

| Leme = sommant o bt enlingSfase
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Open house
materials
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Project handout

BSSA p—
Big Stone South to Alexandria il oo RIVER

ﬁ!laTaiDumr_Ebmpu\y mmﬂwﬁlwmm icd il : RDUTING ppOCESS

i il i

AT B e s Mot (T Trtairiast 1ird TN Sy Srarie ety i

e Sl e Sl At ] 1T TR T AhEErrl B STl DEFIMNE
y oL e Eriemy Senvices maa = U L (o = STUDY AREA
This praject will improve electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme
weather events, reduce transmission congestion, and increase access o
low-cost energy In the region.

| IDENTIFY
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|

4 HOST PUBLIC
@ OPEM HOUSES
§l

DEVELOP
ROUTE
CORRIDOR

AVERAGE
STHWCTURE
MEIGHT 150

HOST PUBLIC
OPEN HOUSES

_ = SELECT
CRC =2 PROPOSED
e ROUTE
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
[Semtorrinig andd iCOrmSrLIC TN & dansmEsa | e S ailariynas effior YWe-se Gathesing 'Dubhe ek 1 rafrs thn fonte
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BSS )A Big Stone South to Alexandria
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"="= PROIJECT CORRIDOR
@ EXISTING SUBSTATION

.‘. Prajett corridor is miatked in green ol the mop obove and (s subject to change
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Project boards

BSSA oo
WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

SECOND ROUND

- MISSOURI
OmweErTanL !ﬁ!ng

POWER COMPANY SERVICES
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri
River Energy Services are members of the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator,
also referred to as MISO.

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides
reliable, cost-effective electric systems and
operations; dependable and transparent
prices; open access to markets; and planning
for long-term efficiency.

MISO has approved 18 new transmission
projects throughout the Midwest that are
needed by 2030 to ensure a reliable and
resilient transmission system in the future.

Iron Range
Jamestown

1 Ellendale| Alexandria

~

v, Bentgn
L] .
“ O Jump River

Big Stone
South Big Oaks d Eau Claire

Wilmarth © O
North
Rochester lNelson Road
Oneida
O Duck
Webster O o Franklin Lake
Beverly
Marshalltown © O Burr
N2 Oak P Hidle
Madison Morgan % o=C
o Skun Leesburg
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O
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O O O Meredosia
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BSS'A ...... oo nomae PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services (representing Western Minnesota Municipal

Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and ' L
. . . "= PROJECT CORRIDOR
co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Q@ EXISTING SUBSTATION

Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA)
will run between Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone
South Substation in South Dakota and the Alexandria
Substation owned by Missouri River Energy Services near
Alexandria, Minnesota.

The project will benefit the region by helping to:

_~ Ensure electric . Reduce transmission
NP reliability congestion
—

[ |ncrease access to Increase resiliency to
a low-cost energy extreme weather events
75857

Project corridor is marked in green on
the map above and is subject to change.

oSeis

POWER COMPANY
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BSS'A ......co oo TRANSMISSION BASICS

A e > N
s S <

Electricity can be generated in many Transmission lines carry Distribution lines carry
ways, including coal-fired plants, high-voltage electricity long the electricity on the

wind power, combustion turbines, distances from where it's lower voltage systems
solar power, and hydroelectric plants. produced to where it'll be used. to neighborhoods and

communities.

;
1]
11
1]

;
1]

1
1

-
]
]
]
]
]

Electricity is brought onto Transformers lower the
the grid where it connects voltage of electricity
to the high-voltage so it can be safely
transmission system. delivered to customers.
L] L] o L] L] L]
Generation Transmission Distribution

OmERTAIL
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BSS'A .....c..cnome.  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

g Engagement Opportunities

2a:ﬁ Hn ) Public Engagement Right of Way Construction
athering b Routing Surveys In Service in 2030-2031
Restoration

File SD Facility Permit

b Preliminary Surveys
Application

b Preliminary Right of Way
b Preliminary Engineering
P MN Certificate of Need Filed

ﬁ ¢ We are here ¢ ) Environmental Permits
Communicate Project Updates Throughout Construction

Permit Decisions
File MN Route Permit Final Engineering

Application

Processes and timing may vary from MN to SD. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to be in compliance with each respective state’s requirements.

P

OmERTAIL

POWER COMPANY

39 of 122



BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

REGULATORY PROCESS

The BSSA transmission line will be constructed in both Minnesota and South Dakota, and the two states have different

processes and timelines. Both states consider compliance with relevant laws and rules, as well as its potential impacts

on the environment, inhabitants in the routing area, and orderly development of the region. After we've filed, the PUCs
in each state will provide opportunities for additional feedback through public meetings and hearings.

MINNESOTA

Two major approvals must be obtained from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) before a high voltage
transmission line can be built: a Certificate of Need and a Route
Permit. The Certificate of Need proceeding examines whether
the proposed facilities are necessary and what the appropriate
size, configuration and timing of the project should be. In a
separate Route Permit proceeding, the MN PUC determines the
route and design of the line.

— 1 CERTIFICATE OF NEED

= Public meetings

9. ROUTE PERMIT
<-a© Public meetings

Public hearings

Estimated timeline is 18-24 months from time of route permit
application filing anticipated in Q4 of 2024.

i‘ ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION DECISION

SOUTH DAKOTA

There is one major approval that needs to be obtained from
the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (SD PUC) before
a high voltage transmission line can be built: a Facility permit.
The SD PUC reviews routing applications for high voltage
transmission lines, and if approved, issues an order granting a
Facility Permit authorizing the construction and operation of
the facility.

.8 FACILITY PERMIT
j:O Public hearing

Ol To be completed withing 12 months from time of facility permit
application filing anticipated in early Q2 of 2024.

-4 FACILITY PERMIT APPLICATION DECISION

™~

OrmrerTaIL
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS

STUDY PUBLIC

® OPEN HOUSE

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

ofgm NHNER!

With an established
project need from
MISO, we identified
a large study area
that contained both
substations.

A series of open
houses were held
to introduce the
project and provide
an opportunity to
ask questions and
provide input early.

The team utilized
the input gathered
to identify project
corridors where
construction may
be possible.

WE ARE HERE
PUBLIC

® OPEN HOUSE

-1, —

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

Another series of
open houses will
gather input to help
the team identify
opportunities and
constraints within
the project corridor.

ROUTE
® CORRIDOR

The project team will
use the feedback
received to continue
narrowing the
project corridor into
a proposed route
corridor.

B

PUBLIC

®* OPEN HOUSE

-1, E—

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

A third and final
series of open
houses will be

held to provide the
opportunity for
additional feedback
on the route
corridor.

OmERTAIL

PROPOSED
®* ROUTE

A proposed route
will be submitted to
the Public Utilities
Commission, who
will review and hold
a public hearing
before making a
decision on the
route permit.
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BSS'A ... nomie TRANSMISSION STRUCTURE

19'-0"

The typical structure
MERQPOLE . will be 150 feet tall.

12'-6"

15'-6"

| [
(i

The structure type may vary
across the project but primarily | - 17'-6"
will be comprised of single
pole, self-weathering steel
with double circuit capability,
meaning it can support a
second set of conductors.

25'-6

15'-6"

There will be three phases of AVERAGE

conductors and two overhead STRUCTURE
shield wires—one will be an HEISHT 130
optical ground wire (OPGW)
and the other stranded steel
(overhead ground wire). . j -

8100 ‘o)

MISSOURI

IiniagR Show |s ai exaple of nsimilar dodble<ire strustisne

ko
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BSS'A ......co oo CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Long before construction begins, right-of-way agents will be out coordinating with landowners,

(0] \[e1o] ]|\ [eNe]Uap l=V:\e{ B local government agencies, and other stakeholders. You will be involved throughout the process,
and if you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

Foundation Drilling
& Pouring

Structure Setting Conductor Stringing Restoration

OmERTAIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS'A ......co oo RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way?
Right of way is a portion of land needed for the

construction, operation, and maintenance of the B What is an Easement?
transmission line. Typically a width of 150 feet is An easement is the legal
needed for a 345-kV transmission line. Right of document that allows Otter
way is typically secured through negotiation and Tail Power Company and
acquisition of an easement agreement. Missouri River Energy Services to
construct, operate, and maintain
B What is Right of Entry? transmission structures and lines

on your property.

To assess potential routes and conduct the
necessary environmental, engineering, and geologic

studies/surveys, right-of-way agents will work with A15°'f°°t'twide egse't“e"t Wit” be
. . necessary to construct, operate,

Iz_andovvners and residents to acquire a temporary sel Tl 2 e Erepesee s 1y

right-of-entry agreement. This agreement does not transmission line.

give permission for construction.

oSeis

POWER COMPANY

44 of 122



BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

WHAT CAN | EXPECT?

B Right-of-way agents will reach out to landowners in potential routing areas to

discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners in the project area
will be notified of the project, and
right-of-way agents will reach out
to begin the acquisition process.

We'll work with landowners
to resolve any questions

or concerns and reach an
agreement to grant an
easement.

D

A right-of-way agent will present
the landowner an easement based
on the fair market value.

Once the project receives

final approval, the utilities

will construct, operate, and
maintain the transmission line.

©

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

™~

OrmrerTaIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed
To stay up-to-date on the project, you can
visit our website at:

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com

Use your phone’'s
camera to scan

the QR code.

?

Get Connected

Our next round of public meetings will be
early 2024. We hope you are able to join us
as we provide more information regarding
the development of this project.

There will be many opportunities to
participate throughout the project
development and permitting process.
You can submit feedback, attend public
meetings, ask questions, and learn more!

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com
(800) 598-5587
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Media
coverage
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A
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

Media Coverage — Alexandria Echo Press

ECHO PRESS

Open house to provide information on
transmission project that runs through

It will take place Monday; Oct. 23 at the Broadway Ballroom; 115 30th Ave. E, Alexandria,

from 3 to 6 p. .

Alexandria

Otter Tail Powerand Missourl River Energy Services are proposing a new fransmission line to
connect Oter Taill Power's Big Stone South Substation in northeast South Dakota and
Missouri River Energy Service's Substation in Alexandria. Contributed map / Otter Tail
Power dand Missour| River Energy Services

Detober 17, 2023 at 5:07 FM

@ Share (® News reporting

ALEXANDRIA — An open house Lo provide more informalion
about a proposed transmission line project — referred to as the Big
Stone South to Alexandria route — will take place on Monday, Oct.

hitps:/iwww. echop shocaliopen-halise-to: provide-infe ‘on-trar proje - gh-a dria7authOAuthentication...
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A
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

23 al the Broadway Ballroom, 115 3oth Ave. E, Alexandria, from 3
to 6 p.m.

Other open houses are taking place in Milbank, Benson, Glenwood
and Ortonyille.

"ollowing public feedback from this spring, we've narrowed the
praject's study area toa project corridor," said Rebecca Michael,
communications manager for Otter Tail Power Company, in a news
release. "We're looking forward to sharing this information and
hearing feedback from loeal landowners."

As reported in the Oct. 6 Echo Press, several Upper Midwest energy
ccmpani'es filed plans on Friday, Sept.
so(htips://www.echopress.com/news/proposed-power-projecl -
gnes-through-alexandria-area) , with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission to move forward with the transmission project in
Minnesota and northeastern South Dakota.

The companies said the project, estimated to cost between $600
and $680 million, will deliver reliable energy to customers as older
fossil fuel-based plants retire in the coming years and open new
pathways for additional renewable energy proposed in the Upper
Midwest.

The 345-kilovolt Big Stone South-Alexandria-Big Oaks project
consists of two segments, with one running from Big Stone City,
South Dakota, to Alexandria (western segment), and the other
running from Alexandria to Becker, Minnesota (eastern segment).

The transmission project will provide additional eapacity to
mitigate current capacity issues, maintain electric system
reliability, relieve congestion on the grid, and allow maore low-cost
wind power from western Minnesota and the Dakotas to reach
customers throughout the region,according to the energy
companies. Renewable energy has no fuel costs and contributes te

https://www echopress.com/ewslocallopen-house-to-provide-information-on-transmission-proje ct-that-runs-through-alexandria ?authDAuthentication. . '2/4
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BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

The western segment Route Permit application is expected to be
filed in 2024 following a robust public outreach process, which is
ongoing. Project participants include Great River Fnergy,
Minnesota Power, Missouri River Energy Services (which has 61
utility members, including ALP Utilities in Alexandria), Otter Tail
Power Company and Xcel Energy.

@ Share @ News reporting € Tags

aﬁggetk?ﬁ is the editor of the twice-weekly Echia Press. He started his jaurnalism
an he was in 10th grade, writing foatball and basketball staries for the

Ba rke;rggﬁa‘irie Independent.
Opress.c -

W idtter (https://twitter.com /@AlEdenlaff) Instagram
Bateplofivww.instagram.com/echa_press/) ) Faceboak

(httpsi//www.facebook.com/echopress)

hitps/wwiw. echopress.comnewslocal/open-house-to-provide-information-onransmission-project-that-runs-through-alexandiaZauthOAuthentication, . 4/4
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria
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advertisements
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Postcard mailer

BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria ROUTING PROCESS

kil Otter Tail Power Company and
Q EXISTING SUBSTATION \ \zﬂlﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂ Missouri River Energy Services oY }
MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVIEES L) (representing Western Minnesoto < i DEFINE
M ROUTE CORRIDORS ALEXANDRIA 345.KV SUBSTATION Municipol Bosver.Agency) ate partnerinig ! =¥ 1J' STUDY AREA

to develop, construct, and co-owra new
Z4AE-Kilowolt (kY ransmissicn ine: The Big
Stone South to Alexandria transmission
lime (BE5A) will connect Ctter Tail Power HOST
Cornpany's Big Stone South Substation PUBLIC OPEN
riear Big Stame Cigy in South Dakota HOUSES

tothe Alexandria Substation owrned
by Missouri River Energy Services near
Alerandria, Minmesota.

This preject Is needed to ensure
electric reliability; increase resiliency
to extreme weather events, reduce
transmission congestion, and
increase access to low-cest energy in

OTTER TAIL
POWER EOMPANY

BIG STONE SOUTH EdS-KV
SUBSTATION

theregion.
Route corridors ke d RO
LTe SO are maoi ingreenocn
I?Emu.ﬂundﬂresubjeﬁmcrgnge. PUBLIC OPEN
HOUSES
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT [
Developing and constructing a transmission line isa multiyear effort. We are gathering public feedback on a N ROUTE

the route carridors to help us developa propased route. We'll continue coardinating with landowners, local
govermmenits, agencies, and other stakehiolders throughout the development process The new line js tertatively
scheduled to be comgplete in either 2080 or 2031

g&“-mw HOST <
PUBLIC OPEN

HOUSES

Wa ars hers
Communicats Droject Updates Throsghout Construction
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

BSA ommmn MR

POWER COMPANY THRERGY BERVICES

C/OHDR
1607 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE

You're invited to our Wpcoming open hauses to learn more sbours the
project and provide year input to our team

+ ORTONVILLE
& Feb.12,2024 @ 300-6:00 p.m.

9 Community Center
200 Mormoe Ave, Ortonvillie, MK 56278

ALEXANDRIA
S Feb. 13,2024 © %00-6:00 p.m.

© Hollday Inn
ERIT Hwy 295 Alexamdria, MN 56308

» GLENWOOD If we need to cancel dus to inclement weather, we'll
= Feb. 20,2024 0 300-6:00 pim. reschedule for the same time and location exactly two
@ Central Square weeks later; Please check ourwebsite or call us for
105 2nd Ave NE SteTT, Clermuood, M 56354 day-of updates.

BIG STONE CITY

&= Feb. 21, 2024 0 3:00-6:00 pum. QU ESTIONS?
9 New American Leglon

14521 £B5th Ave Big Stons City, 50 S771E

www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandriacom

» BENSON
& Feb. 22,2024 © 3.00-6,00 pim.
® McKinney's on Southside:

S0 14EL 505, Bernsar), MR SE21S

igstonesouthtoalexandria.com
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Newspaper advertisement

A '
BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria Vgﬁ W

Provide input for the Big Stone South
to Alexandria transmission line

‘Otter Tail Power Company 510 Missouri River
" ORTONVILLE Energy Services (reptisenting Wesrern Minmaseni
fLinEEna! Covar Agendy) are oarfherng 6
& Feb. 12,2024 @ 3:00-6:00 pim, wievelah Corshi LET) e SO oW W S25 e
@ Community Center LN TrarEmiEsien |ing Thie Bid Stone SoutsTe
f’r‘?_’f‘-"';"’;d e i AlEctnda Teartmisad e (BEsA] wilk coment
ARV TR (PN Dirte= Tall Pawi Cormpaity's Bis S Sauth
Sustation radar Big Stare Ty (0 560t Dakita bo
THeddexandnd SuSetatiom e S bl iy Fiye

b ALEXAHDRIA Enirgy Sebyice=s ndal Alesand)lal Minnezata
& Fob. 13,2024 @ 3:00-6:00 pm. This project is needed to ensure electric

@ Holiday Inn reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather
ZEAT Hipe T E events, reduce transmission congestion, and
Aleramria MM SEI0E: increase access to low-cost energy in the region.

i
» GLENWOOD Q commosumssnon

& Feb, 20,2024 ) 3:00-6:00 p.m.

Q central Square
WSSl Ave NE, Site W
Elap ol | Mh] SEXTL

* BIG STONE CITY

& Feb. 21,2024 i) 3:00-6:00 pim.
Q Mew Amerlcan Legion

16521 S3Lty Awe

B Stame City SESTEN

* BENSON

& Feb. 22,2024 @ 3:00-6:00 p.m.
@ McKinney's on Southside

ZA0 IR 5L S
BErissin, M SE S

B BoucE Crarncers e e o s 0N Fhe-
S et e S Bt s St

(W =] iy e b misiEme il st el et for S e s avnd oo ion- et T MG
i e Toed efnech Gl wentie be o oo s Sow iafalye OF dtsicn pe

QUESTIONS? CAN'T MAKE IT?
: , : Yoy carnshill provide (nput in several woys:
E Wi BigSteraSomthenaletand s ooert
= REgussta matled Gramaled inftemation packet.
5 ornectighies httsEmmdng oo o Kot sifia Frimsin WG Olir giiserT s
L. [ECO}SSESEET + Leave s commenten eurenline map.
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BSS ’A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Social media ad

l— Otter Tail Power Company b -]

e T

W' partnering with Missous River Energ'_g_'
Bervces {represenling Westermn Minnesots
Municipal Powier Agency) _Hed ffiare

*'

Hifrtonesnlii salssgndpic o)
Big South Stone 1o Learn more
‘Alexandria Transmission.. -

ﬂ d Zcommenss T ehare

Ilr_.'l Like E E:nmmaﬂ £ Shate
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Email invite

From: Big Stone South to Alexandria

To: Dominguez, Ruben

Subject: [TEST] You're invited to attend our Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project open houses
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 2:52:32 PM

You don't often get email from connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

o NWMSsguR!

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

Hello,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy
Services (MRES), (on behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency),
invite you to attend our upcoming open houses for the Big Stone South to
Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project. Please join us to learn more about
the project and provide your input to our team:

Ortonville

Monday, February 12, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

Community Center

200 Monroe Ave, Ortonville, MN 56278

Alexandria

Tuesday, February 13, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

Holiday Inn

5637 Hwy 29 S, Alexandria, MN 56308

Glenwood
Tuesday, February 20, 2024
3p.m.-6p.m.
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Central Square
105 2nd Ave NE, Ste 111, Glenwood, MN 56334

Big Stone City

Wednesday, February 21, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

New American Legion

14521 485th Ave, Big Stone City, SD 57216

Benson

Thursday, February 22, 2024
3p.m.-6p.m.

McKinney’s on Southside

300 14th St S, Benson, MN 56215

If we need to cancel due to inclement weather, we'll reschedule for the same time and

location exactly two weeks later. Please check this website or call us for day-of updates.

Can’t make it? You can still connect with us by:

¢ Visiting www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com to leave a comment on our
online map.

e Emailing connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
¢ Calling (800) 598-5587.

Through any of these outreach options, you can request a mailed or emailed
information packet, set up a meeting with our project team, or leave a message.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sincerely,

Jason Weiers
Manager, Transmission Project Development
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BSSA to Alexandria OmrenTan L‘Emﬁ,,c,,
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9 EXISTING SUBSTATION

[ ROUTE CORRIDORS

MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES .
ALE X NDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION Alexandria

OTTER TAIL
POWER COMPANY
BIG STONE SOUTH 345-KV
‘SUBSTATION

» Ortonville

13

A .
T Na

A Route corridors are marked in green on the map above and subject to change.

More about the project

Otter Tail Power and MRES are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a new

345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission
line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone South Substation
near Big Stone City in South Dakota to the Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri
River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. This project is needed to ensure
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electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather events, reduce transmission
congestion, and increase access to low-cost energy in the region.

The BSSA project is one of 18 transmission projects recently identified by the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), our regional grid operator, as
part of the first phase of the multi-year Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP)
initiative. These LRTP projects are needed to ensure a reliable and resilient
transmission system in the future.

Developing and constructing transmission lines takes many years, and we’re currently
proposing an in-service date in 2030 or 2031. Otter Tail Power and MRES began
coordinating with landowners and residents, local governments, agencies, and other
interested stakeholders in spring 2023 and will continue to seek input from
stakeholders throughout the development process.

Would you like to change how you receive these emails?

Please update your preferences or unsubscribe from this mailing list.
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Stakeholder letter
BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

January 17, 2024

Re: You’'re invited to attend our Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA)
project open houses

Dear Stakeholder,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy Services (MRES), (on
behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency), invite you to attend our upcoming open
houses for the BSSA project. We're providing you information in advance of notifying the
communities and constituents about these open houses so you can be prepared if you're
contacted with questions. We expect you'll receive an official invitation to these open houses the
week of January 22, 2024.

Based on input gathered during the open houses in April and October 2023, coordination with
interested agencies, and review of technical data and requirements, we have narrowed project
corridors to route corridors. The upcoming open houses will help us refine the route corridors
into a proposed route and an alternative route. We'll include these routes in our Route Permit
application to be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the fourth quarter of
2024. We'll also include the routes in our Facility Permit application to be filed with the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. The enclosed map shows
our route corridors. Detailed maps will also be available at the open houses.

The table below lists our upcoming open house dates, times, and locations. We will not have a
formal presentation but instead, encourage you to come when it works best for your schedule.
Each open house will provide the same information, including project displays and detailed
maps to review and collect input.

Ortonville Monday, February 12 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Community Center
200 Monroe Ave
Ortonville, MN 56278

Alexandria Tuesday, February 13 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Holiday Inn
5637 Hwy 29 S
Alexandria, MN 56308
Glenwood Tuesday, February 20 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Central Square

105 2" Ave NE, Ste 111

Glenwood, MN 56334
Big Stone City Wednesday, February 21 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. New American Legion

14521 485™ Ave

Big Stone City, SD 57216
Benson Thursday, February 22 3:00 — 6:00 p.m.  McKinney’'s on Southside

300 14" St S

Benson, MN 56215
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If you or any constituents cannot attend an open house, we encourage you to connect with us
by:

e Visiting www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com to leave a comment on our online map.
o Emailing connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
e Calling (800) 598-5587.

Through any of these outreach options, you can request a mailed or emailed information packet,
set up a meeting with our project team, or leave a message.

More about the project:

Otter Tail Power and MRES are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a hew 345-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line, known as the BSSA project. The new line will connect Otter Tail Power’s
Big Stone South substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to a substation owned by
Missouri River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. The BSSA project is needed to
ensure electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather events, reduce transmission
congestion, and increase access to low-cost energy in the region. In addition, the BSSA project
will create construction jobs and provide economic benefits to local areas through tax revenues.

The BSSA project is one of 18 transmission projects recently identified by the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator (MISO), our regional grid operator, as part of the first phase of
the multi-year Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) initiative. These LRTP projects are
needed to ensure a reliable and resilient transmission system in the future.

Developing and constructing transmission lines takes many years, and we’re currently
proposing an in-service date in 2030 or 2031. Otter Tail Power and MRES began coordinating
with landowners and residents, local governments, agencies, and other interested stakeholders
in spring 2023 and will continue to seek input from stakeholders throughout the development
process.

We look forward to connecting with you!

Sincerely,

9@.&» 9 UWecera
Jason Weiers
Otter Tail Power Company

Manager, Transmission Project Development

Enclosure: BSSA Route Corridors Map
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9 EXISTING SUBSTATION
I ROUTE CORRIDORS

\

MISSOURI RIVER'ENERGY SERVICES

ALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION

Alexandria

7

OTTER TAIL

POWER COMPANY
BIG STONE SOUTH 345-KV
SUBSTATION

Ortonville

i 1T Ny

A Route corridors are marked in green on the map above and subject to change.
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Open house
materials
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Project handout
» o ISSOURI
BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria OmERTAIL ER e

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services (representing R 0 UT' N G p R oc ESS

Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct,
and co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line, The Big Stone South to
Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power Company’'s F S
Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to the Alexandria SEERE DEFINE
Substation owned by Missouri River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. _ 8 STUDY AREA

This project is needed to ensure electric reliability, increase resiliency to
extreme weather events, reduce transmission congestion, and increase
access to low-cost energy in the region.

HOST PUBLIC

19'-0" OPEN HOUSES
i?
<
IDENTIFY
PROJECT
o _17-6" i CORRIDORS
el HOST PUBLIC
%‘ OPEN HOUSES
DEVELOP
n i ROUTE
AVERAGE il CORRIDORS
STRUCTURE e
HEIGHT 150
WE ARE HERE 3
HOST PUBLIC
'. OPEN HOUSES
I/ i
8-100 O | SELECT
: : o I 8 PROPOSED
Image shown is an example of a similar double-circuit structure. s -i: /3 : ROUTE

» PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Developing and constructing a transmission line is a multi-year effort. We are gathering public feedback on the route
corridors to help us develop a proposed route. We'll continue coordinating with landowners, local governments, agencies,
and other stakeholders throughout the development process. The new line is tentatively scheduled to be complete in
2030 or 2031.

E Engagement Opportunities

L4 — v

Scan the QR
code to visit
3 ga:;e : } Public Engagement I Right of Way b Construction the project
wen # Routing I Surveys I In Service in 2030-2031 website.

Permit I Restoration
" Decisions
I Right of Way

} Final Engineering

b Preliminary Surveys
P Preliminary Right of Way
I+ Preliminary Engineering

b MN Certificate of Need Filed | APPlication
We are here I Environmental Permits

@ Communicate Project Updates Throughout Construction 66 of 122

b File SD Facility Permit
Application

I File MN Route Permit




EXISTING SUBSTATION

— =
.

ROUTE CORRIDORS

\

MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES -\ | dri
ALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION Al€Xandria

&3

OTTER TAIL
POWER COMPANY
BIG STONE SOUTH 345-KV

SUBSTATION r-
—

Ortonville : Benson

d ®

Contact Us

www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com

connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com
(800) 598-5587

Route corridors are marked in green on the map above and are subject to change.
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and
Missouri River Energy Services are
members of the Midcontinent Independent
System Operator, also referred to as MISO.

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides
reliable, cost-effective electric systems and
operations; dependable and transparent
prices; open access to markets; and planning
for long-term efficiency.

MISO has approved 18 new transmission
projects throughout the Midwest that are
needed to ensure a reliable and resilient
transmission system in the future.
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services (representing Western Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and
co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big
Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will
connect Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone South MSSOUR! RIVER ENERGY SERVICE
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to the

Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri River Energy
Services near Alexandria, Minnesota.

Alexandria

The project will benefit the region by helping to:

> Ensure electric Reduce transmission
- reliability congestion

) Increase access to Increase resiliency to
$ low-cost energy extreme weather events

Route corridors are marked in green on the
map above and are subject to change.

Omm'rm_z RIV

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

MISSOURI
ER
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BSS'A ... oo TRANSMISSION BASICS

N
> e s
Distribution lines move

Electricity can be generated in many Transmission lines move
ways, including coal-fired plants, high-voltage electricity long distances from low-voltage electricity
where it's generated to where it'll be used. to neighborhoods and

wind power, combustion turbines,
solar power, and hydroelectric plants. communities.

[pmn [pmn e
~ N~
[ | [ | | )
N~
[ (e [ |

Electricity connects to the Transformers lower the
high-voltage transmission voltage of electricity for
homes and businesses

system through a transformer.

Generation Transmission Distribution

MISSOURI
VER’
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BSS'A .....cocnome:. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

g Engagement Opportunities

Data » Public Engagement Right of Way Construction
Gathering S .
) Routing urveys In Service in 2030-2031
) Preliminary Surveys File SD Facility Permit Permit Restoration
) Preliminary Right of Way Application Decisions
) Preliminary Engineering File MN Route Permit Right of Way
b MN Certificate of Need Filed | APPlication ¢ » Final Engineering

ﬁ b We are here ¢ ) Environmental Permits
Communicate Project Updates Throughout Construction

Processes and timing may vary from Minnesota to South Dakota. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to comply with each respective state’s requirements.

MISSOURI

Orrsn'm_l RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

REGULATORY PROCESS

The BSSA transmission line will be constructed in both Minnesota and South Dakota, and the two states have different
processes and timelines. Both states consider compliance with relevant laws and rules, as well as potential impacts on the
environment, residents in the routing area, and orderly development of the region. After we've filed, the Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) in each state will provide opportunities for additional feedback through public hearings.

MINNESOTA

Two major approvals must be obtained from the Minnesota

(MN) PUC before a high-voltage transmission line can be built: a
Certificate of Need and a Route Permit. The Certificate of Need
proceeding examines whether the proposed facilities are necessary
and what the appropriate size, configuration, and timing of the
project should be. In a separate Route Permit proceeding, the MN
PUC determines the route of the line.

‘ Certificate of Need

Public hearings

Route Permit
Public hearings

., . Route Permit Application Decision

Estimated timeline is 18-24 months from time of
299 Route Permit application filing. We plan to file in
Q4 of 2024.

SOUTH DAKOTA

There is one major approval that needs to be obtained from the
South Dakota (SD) PUC before a high-voltage transmission line
can be built: a Facility Permit. The SD PUC reviews applications
for high-voltage transmission lines, and if approved, issues an

order granting a Facility Permit authorizing the construction and
operation of the facility.

v—1 Facility Permit
V-' Public hearings

., Facility Permit Application Decision

To be completed within 12 months from time of
290 Facility Permit application filing. We plan to file in
Q2 of 2024.

MISSOURI
VER’

0SeimE

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS

STUDY
®* AREA

With an established
project need from
MISO, we identified
a large study area
that contained both
substations.

PUBLIC

®* OPEN HOUSE

221, [——

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

oRe TR

We held open
houses to introduce
the project

and provide
stakeholders an
opportunity to

ask questions and
provide input.

iy

PROJECT
®* CORRIDORS
= -

The team utilized
the input gathered
to identify project
corridors where
construction may
be possible.

PUBLIC

®* OPEN HOUSE

1, [—

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

o (R

We held another
series of open
houses to gather
input from
stakeholders to help
the team identify
opportunities and
constraints within
the project corridors.

ROUTE
® CORRIDORS

The project team
used the feedback
received to continue
narrowing the
project corridors into
route corridors.

WE ARE HERE
PUBLIC

6‘ OPEN HOUSE

BSSAn.
WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

ofmme [MHRER

We're holding
another series of
open houses to
gather feedback on
the route corridors
to help us develop a
proposed route.

0SeimE

POWER COMPANY

PROPOSED
®* ROUTE

We'll submit a
proposed route

to the Minnesota
and South Dakota
Public Utilities
Commissions, which
will review and hold
public hearings
before making a
decision on the state
permit applications.
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BSS'A ... nomie TRANSMISSION STRUCTURE

19'-0"

The typical structure
MQNOPOLE | will be 150 feet tall.

12'-6"

_15'-6"

.

| [
(i

The structure type may vary
across the project but primarily . 17'-6"
will be comprised of single
pole, self-weathering steel
with double-circuit capability. 15-6'
Otter Tail Power Company
and Missouri River Energy
Services expect to only install
one circuit at this time.

25'-6'

AVERAGE
! STRUCTURE

There will be three phases of HEIGHT 150°

conductors and two overhead

shield wires — one will be an

optical ground wire (OPGW)

and the other stranded steel : ‘—[ '

_ " |
(overhead ground wire). 8-100 ‘O

Image shown (san le of 8 similar doubbe-ci structure

Fn'rnu

POWER COMPANY

O
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BSS'A ......coco oo CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Long before construction begins, right-of-way agents will be coordinating with landowners, local

ONGO' NG OUTR EACH government officials, and other stakeholders. You will be involved throughout the process, and if
you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

Temporary Access Foundation Drilling
& Pouring

Structure Setting Conductor Stringing Restoration

MISSOURI

om;.*m.—l RIVER

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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BSS'A ......coco oo RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way?
Right of way is a portion of land needed for the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the B What is an Easement?
transmission line. Typically a width of 150 feet is An easement is the legal
needed for a 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. document that allows Otter
Right of way is typically secured through negotiation Tail Power Company and
and acquisition of an easement agreement.

Missouri River Energy Services to
construct, operate, and maintain

B What is Right of Entry" transmission structures and lines
: on your property.

To assess potential routes and conduct the
necessary environmental and engineering studies/

surveys, right-of-way agents will work with A150-foot-wide easement will be
1 H necessary to construct, operate,

Igndowners and residents to acquire a temporary and maintain the proposed 245KV

right-of-entry agreement. This agreement does not transmission line.

give permission for construction.

MISSOURI

OnERTAIL RIVER

POWER COMPANY ¥ SERVICES
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma WHAT CAN | EXPECT?

B Right-of-way agents will reach out to landowners in potential routing areas to
discuss right-of-way needs.

We'll notify landowners in the Sl lhuer sl Iand_owners
project area, and right-of-way 9 regole iy g Uesticr:
agents will reach out to begin the Off COCENIE il [Se e &
acquisition process. agreement to grant an

easement.

A right-of-way agent will present Once the project receives

the landowner an easement based final approval, the utilities

on fair market value. will construct, operate, and
maintain the transmission line.

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or
concerns, our project team will work with you!

MISSOURI

Orrsn'm_l RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed Get Connected

To stay up-to-date on the project, visit our website at: There will be many opportunities to
participate throughout the project

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com development and permitting process.

You can submit feedback, attend public
meetings, ask questions, or request an
information packet to learn more!

Use your phone’s
camera to scan

the QR code.

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com
(800) 598-5587

0SeimE

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

MISSOURI
RIVER'
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Media Coverage — West Central Tribune

Advertisement

West Central Tribune, Willmar, Minn.

Landowners check out proposed Big Stone South
power line routes through western Minnesota

Tom Cherveny, West Central Tribune, Willmar, Minn. 1 O
February 27,2024 - 4 min read -

Feb. 27—BENSON

— Landowners are taking advantage of the opportunity to provide early

input as

Otter Tail Power Company
and

Missouri River Energy Services

review two possible routes for a proposed 345-kilovolt transmission line to

connect substations at
Big Stone City, South Dakota, and Alexandria, Minnesota.

There were 81 attendees for an open house meeting on Thursday, Feb. 22
in Benson. It was the fifth in a series of voluntary open houses hosted by

the utilities for landowners along the proposed routes for the line.

Attendance was also considered to be good at input meetings held at
Alexandria (72), Ortonville (42), Glenwood (84), and Big Stone City (23),
according to Otter Tail. Landowners can also view the proposed routes
and their property's location in the proposed corridors on an online site,

where comments can also be provided.

Input
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for Otter Tail Power. "It's a lot easier to make adjustments to the route

now," Weiers told the West Central Tribune.

The utilities are required by state law to propose two routes for the line. If

the project is approved by the
Public Utilities Commission
, it will also select which of the routes to permit.

The two utilities are proposing a line that is estimated to be 95 miles to
105 miles in length. It will consist mainly of 150-foot-tall steel monopoles.
The utilities will be seeking a permit for a single circuit on the poles, but

they will be constructed so that a second circuit could be added.
The

project

arries an estimated cost ranging from $400 million to $500 million, which
includes upgrades to the two substations. The stations will carry power

from the
Big Stone power plant
as well as other generators, including wind and solar, according to Weiers.

The project is among 18 new transmission lines being proposed in the
Upper Midwest states that are part of a regional power network overseen
by the

Midcontinent Independent System Operator

, known as MISO. A 2022 preliminary planning document estimated the

total cost for the lines at $10.3 billion.

This and the other lines are all part of an effort to improve reliability on
the network, reduce congestion, increase resiliency and increase access to

low-cost energy, according to Weiers.

The proposed Big Stone South line will be able to carry power from Otter
Tail Power's Big Stone power plant and renewable energy generators in
western Minnesota and eastern South Dakota to Alexandria and the entire

grid.
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electrical demand and loads during summer and winter, and the flow of

electricity from west to east and east to west varies, he explained.

There is currently "congestion" on the network that is curtailing the ability
of wind, solar and other generators to place power on the grid, he said. If
this project is approved, the increased capacity would allow for more
renewable energy development. At this time, plans call only for access to

the line at the substations at the two end points.

The Big Stone South to Alexandria line would connect to an eastern
segment known as the Alexandria-Big Oaks project being proposed by
Great River Energy, Minnesota Power, Missouri River Energy Services, Xcel
Energy and Otter Tail Power. The Big Oak utilities are seeking to add a
second, 345-kilovolt circuit to the CapX2020 line connecting Fargo, North
Dakota, to St. Cloud/Monticello.

Weiers and company officials at the open house emphasized that the
current process is aimed at identifying a route that minimizes impact on
landowners. The process of seeking easements for the route from

landowners will begin only once the PUC identifies a route.

At the meeting in Benson, landowners peered at maps on computers
showing their lands and the wide swath of land in play for the possible
routes. Company officials recorded the concerns of the landowners, who
typically expressed their desire to see the line as far as possible from their

homes and to avoid paths that would disrupt agricultural activities.

Landowners had plenty of questions as well, from whether the line would
adversely affect their land values to how deep will the concrete bases will

be for the towers.

Not surprisingly, most were not eager to see a new transmission line
crossing the agricultural landscape. Said one, who asked to remain
anonymous: "Seems farmers are always taking the brunt for the urban

areas."

Otter Tail Power and Missouri River Energy Services are planning to submit
an application for the route to the PUC in late 2024. The permitting
process is expected to take two years. If all goes as planned, construction

could start in late 2027 or 2028 with an in-service goal for 2030 or 2031.

View comments )
erms/Privacy Policy  Your Privacy Choices“E3  About Our Ads
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West Central Tribune o
Tel Y

Otter Tail Power and Missouri River Energy Services host open house in the process of deveioping
a route for a 345-kilovolt transmission line from Big Stone City, South Dakota, to Alexandria.

Tribiitie

WCTRIB.COM
Landowners check out proposed Big Stone South power line routes through
western Minnesota
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Postcard mailer

BSS A ommnm ! knllssoum

to Alexandria POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

HDR
1601 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE

You're invited to our upcoming open houses to
review the route segments that will make up the
two proposed routes we'll include in our route
permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (MN PUC). The MN PUC will then
review the application and determine the route.
More details on the back.

SCAN ME!

Visit www.bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com to learn more or scan the QR code above.
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Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and co-

own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission

line (BSSA) will connect OTP's Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City in South Dakota Big Stone South
to the Alexandria Substation owned by MRES near Alexandria, Minnesota.

Otter Tail Power Company (OTP) and Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) (representing BSS A
I

open House Detalls and Locatlons I . H EIKMBSUURIRWER ENERGY'SERVICES Alaxq!l!‘ﬂﬂ
ALEXANDRIA 9 EXISTING SUBSTATIONS ETH) }%:._EmNDmA 345-KV SUBSTATION .'.. ]
Y ROUTE SEGMENTS -
Monday, June 24, 2024 © 3-6 p.m.
© Broadway Ballroom X
15 30th Ave E, Alexandria, MN 56308 \
GLENWOOD
Tuesday, June 25, 2024 © 3-6 p.m.
© Central Square » -
105 2nd Ave NE, Suite 111, Glenwood, MN 56215 | )
BENSON
Wednesday, June 26,2024 @ 3-6 p.m. o
© Benson High School oI Do Soi s e
1400 Montana Ave, Benson, MN 56215 U IR Ortonville
ORTONVILLE =g
Thursday, June 27, 2024 © 3-6 p.m. : T '
©Q sioux Historic Pavilion
1079 Lakeshore Dr, Ortonville, MN 56278 i divdcibountoisdcictniboitdeiscbosi ot oo

Can’t make it to an open house? Connect with us to request a mailed or emailed information packet, set up a meeting
with our project team, leave a message, or provide a comment on our online map.

PN

¥ connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com € (800) 598-5587 ims Visit www.bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com

oy
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BSS Big Stone South to Alexandria

Social media post

Otter Tail Power Company

( 3 - iy
Eubiichen by Diffe Oifsrson
0
Jeme 1T o @

We're partnering with Missouri River Energy Services (represeriting Western Minnesota Municipal
Fower Agency) to deneiap construct, and co-own a 345-kilovalt (k) transmission line. This
project will help ensure the transmission grid continues to provide refiable, cost-effective.
E[ECI]'ICH:}" ti customers across the region.

Please joir us at an open house to learn more sbout the project. review our proposed route
segments, ask questions, and provide feedback,

M'A Big Stane South to Alexandria

| . IJ *F
Q EXifTNG SUBSTATIOME l.\ 11
Bl ROUTE BSGMENTS X ]

1 '.. § S

Review proposed route segments for the
Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission
line at our public open houses.

Dates and locations: ;
BGSTON EﬂllTHTG.ﬁjE}{AM_DR.A.{:DM , _
‘Learn about the Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line. Learn more

A proposad propect for 3 mew transmission line to connect Otter Tait Bower's ...
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Newspaper advertisement
IZSESﬂIq <f$===!!ngwm
Big Stone South to Alexandria OrrerTan RIVER.. ...

Review the route segments that will make up the

two proposed routes we’ll include in our route permit
application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(MN PUC). The MN PUC will then review the application
and determine the route.

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River This project is needed to
Energy Services (representing Western Minnesota ensure electric reliability,
Municipal Power Agency) are partnering to increase resiliency to
develop, construct, and co-own a new 345-kilovolt extreme weather events,
(kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to reduce transmission
Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will connect congestion, and increase
Otter Tail Power Company's Big Stone South access to low-cost energy in
Substation near Big Stone City in South Dakota to the region.

the Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri River
Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota.

\\ - ALEXANDRIA
—& June 24,2024 @ 3-6 p.m.

79

Q Broadway Ballroom
MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES .
= ALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION Alexandria 715 30th Ave E

B Alexandria, MN 56308

GLENWOOD

June 25,2024 @ 3-6 p.m.

Q Central Square
105 2nd Ave NE, Ste 1M1
Glenwood, MN 56334

OTTER TAIL

POWER COMPANY

BIG STONE SOUTH 345-KV

[ \SUBSTATION |

BENSON

June 26,2024 @ 3-6 p.m.

@ Benson High School
1400 Montana Ave
Benson, MN 56215

Milbank

9 EXISTING SUBSTATION ORTONVILLE
ROUTE SEGMENTS -
<7 , June 27,2024 @ 3-6 p.m.
) @ sioux Historic Pavilion
Route segments are marked in green on the 1079 Lakeshore Drive
map above and are subject to change. Ortonville. MN 56278
QUESTIONS? CAN'T MAKE IT?

You can still provide input in several ways:

www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com « Request a mailed or emailed information

packet.

connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com . . .
« Set up a meeting with our project team.

(800) 598-5587 e Leave a comment on our online map.
90 of 1ARZw.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com




Email invite

From: Big Stone South to Alexandria

To: Dominguez, Ruben

Subject: [TEST] You're invited to attend our Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project open houses
Date: Monday, June 3, 2024 3:58:25 PM

You don't often get email from connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com. Learn why this is important

WARNING: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

o NWMSsguR!

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

Hello,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy
Services (MRES), (on behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency),
invite you to attend our upcoming open houses for the Big Stone South to
Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project. Please join us to review the route
segments that will make up the two proposed routes we’ll include in our route
permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission:

Alexandria

Monday, June 24, 2024

3p.m.-6p.m.

Broadway Ballroom

115 30th Ave E, Alexandria, MN 56308

Glenwood

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

3 p.m.-6p.m.

Central Square

105 2nd Ave NE, Ste 111, Glenwood, MN 56334

Benson
Wednesday, June 26, 2024
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3p.m.-6pm.
Benson High School
300 14th St S, Benson, MN 56215

Ortonville

Thursday, June 27, 2024

3p.m.-6pm.

Sioux Historic Pavilion

1079 Lakeshore Dr, Ortonville, MN 56278

Can’t make it? You can still connect with us by:

¢ Visiting www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com to leave a comment on our
online map.

¢ Emailing connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
o Calling (800) 598-5587.

Through any of these outreach options, you can request a mailed or emailed
information packet, set up a meeting with our project team, or leave a message.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sincerely,

Jason Weiers

Manager, Transmission Project Development
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MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES
| 54ALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION Alexandria

2

73

OTTER TAIL
POWER COIVIPANY

BIG STONE SOUTH 345-KV
SQBSTATION

l 3

Milbank

19

9 EXISTING SUBSTATION

[ ROUTE SEGMENTS P

- Brim ' 1B g
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More about the project

Otter Tail Power and MRES are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a new
345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission
line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone South Substation
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near Big Stone City in South Dakota to the Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri
River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. This project is needed to ensure

electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather events, reduce transmission
congestion, and increase access to low-cost energy in the region.

The BSSA project is one of 18 transmission projects recently identified by the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), our regional grid operator, as
part of the first phase of the multi-year Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP)
initiative. These LRTP projects are needed to ensure a reliable and resilient
transmission system in the future.

Developing and constructing transmission lines takes many years, and we're currently
proposing an in-service date in 2030 or 2031. Otter Tail Power and MRES began
coordinating with landowners and residents, local governments, agencies, and other
interested stakeholders in spring 2023 and will continue to seek input from
stakeholders throughout the development process.

Would you like to change how you receive these emails?

Please update your preferences or unsubscribe from this mailing list.
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B S S A Stakeholder outreach letter
Big Stone South to Alexandria

April 22, 2024

Re: Update on the Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project
Dear Stakeholder,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) (on behalf of
Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency) are reaching out to you with some updates regarding the
BSSA project. We understand that your constituents and communities rely on you for information,
which is why we wanted to give you the details before notifying the community about the upcoming
open houses. You should expect to receive an official invitation to these open houses being held the
week of June 24, 2024.

Open House Information

Landowners, stakeholders, and community members are invited to our upcoming open houses to see
the two route corridors we’ll present in our route permit application to be filed with the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) in the fourth quarter of 2024. This fourth phase of open houses will
help us continue building relationships with landowners and answer questions about the filing, real
estate, and construction. The enclosed map shows our Proposed Routes. Detailed maps will also be
available at the open houses and on the website beginning on June 3.

The table below lists our upcoming open house dates, times, and locations. We will not have a formal
presentation but instead, encourage attendees to come when it works best for their schedule.

Alexandria Monday, June 24 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Broadway Ballroom
115 30th Ave E, Alexandria,
MN 56308

Glenwood Tuesday, June 25 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Central Square

105 2nd Ave NE, Ste 111
Glenwood, MN 56334
Benson Wednesday, June 26 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Benson High School
1400 Montana Ave, Benson,
MN 56215
Ortonville Thursday, June 27 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Sioux Historic Pavilion
1073 Lake Shore Drive,
Ortonville, MN
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Communicating With Constituents

When your constituents and communities reach out for information regarding the project, here are some
facts you can use to respond to their inquiries.

e Engagement: Open house information is included on the other side of this letter. You can also
direct them to our website to view previous engagement materials and upcoming events.

e Outreach: We have planned various outreach activities for the upcoming open houses such as
sending postcards to landowners, social media and newspaper advertisements, and emails to
keep the community informed and engaged. Postcards with open house information will be
arriving in mailboxes in early June.

e Can’t attend the open houses? Visit the project website to learn more, leave a comment on the
interactive map, leave a message on the hotline, or email the project team.

e Schedule: The project team plans to submit a route application with the MPUC in late 2024. The
MPUC will review the application and hold public meetings and hearings before making a decision
on a final route. The anticipated timeframe for a decision is mid to late 2026. Following this,
easement acquisition will begin in Minnesota.

o Frequently asked questions: Visit the project website to see more FAQs.

Additional Project Meetings

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is planning to hold public meetings in June for the Certificate
of Need application. Some of your constituents may receive invitations to attend those meetings. It's
important to note that the PUC meetings are distinct from the open houses mentioned in this letter. The
purpose of the PUC meetings is to examine whether the proposed facilities are necessary and to
determine the appropriate size, configuration, and timing of the project. On the other hand, the open
houses are related to the routing of the project.

Project Details

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services (representing Western Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line. The Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power
Company’s Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to the Alexandria Substation
owned by Missouri River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota.

If you or any constituents have questions and cannot attend an open house, feel free to reach out to us:
o Website: www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com
e Email:connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
e Hotline: (800) 598-5587

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sincerely,

Jason Weiers, Otter Tail Power Company
Manager, Transmission Project Development
Enclosure: BSSA Proposed Routes Map
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Map attachment in stakeholder outreach letter
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Open house
materials
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Project handout
BSS A O'r= MISSOURI
Big Stone South to Alexandria OmrerTan RIVER ...

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services (representing Ro UTI N G p ROC ESS

Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct,
and co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to

Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power Company's DEFINE STUDY

Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to the Alexandria AREA

Substation owned by Missouri River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota.

This project is needed to ensure electric reliability, increase resiliency to BEGIN AGENCY & LOCAL
extreme weather events, reduce transmission congestion, and increase GOVERNMENT OUTREACH

access to low-cost energy in the region.
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Developing and constructing a transmission line is a multi-year effort. We are gathering public feedback on the route
corridors to help us develop a proposed route. We'll continue coordinating with landowners, local governments, agencies,
and other stakeholders throughout the development process. The new line is tentatively scheduled to be complete in
2030 or 2031.
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the project
website.

Right of Way
Surveys

Construction
In Service in 2030-2031
Restoration

Permit
Decisions

Right of Way
Final Engineering

Filed SD Facility Permit
Application
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Preliminary Engineering
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and
Missouri River Energy Services are
members of the Midcontinent Independent
System Operator, also referred to as MISO.

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides
reliable, cost-effective electric systems and
operations; dependable and transparent
prices; open access to markets; and planning
for long-term efficiency.

MISO has approved 18 new transmission
projects throughout the Midwest that are
needed to ensure a reliable and resilient
transmission system in the future.
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services (representing Western Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and =
co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big
Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) will
connect Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone South
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to the
Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri River Energy
Services near Alexandria, Minnesota.

R RIVER ENERGY SERVICES
21 ALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION Alexandria

The project will benefit the region by helping to: Rt
9 i3
s Ensure electric Reduce transmission "Eq
- reliability congestion e L
] Increase access to Increase resiliency to T
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map above and are subject to change.
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BSS'A ... oo TRANSMISSION BASICS

N
> e s
Distribution lines move

Electricity can be generated in many Transmission lines move
ways, including coal-fired plants, high-voltage electricity long distances from low-voltage electricity
where it's generated to where it'll be used. to neighborhoods and

wind power, combustion turbines,
solar power, and hydroelectric plants. communities.
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Electricity connects to the Transformers lower the
high-voltage transmission voltage of electricity for
homes and businesses
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

g Engagement Opportunities

—

Data
Gathering

Public Engagement
Routing

Preliminary Surveys
Preliminary Right of Way
Preliminary Engineering
MN Certificate of Need Filed

Right of Way
Surveys

> Filed SD Facility Permit
Application

WE ARE HERE

» File MN Route Permit
Application

» Environmental Permits

@ Communicate Project Updates Throughout Construction

Construction
In Service in 2030-2031
Restoration

Permit
Decisions

Right of Way

Final Engineering

Processes and timing may vary from Minnesota to South Dakota. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to comply with each respective state’s requirements.
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BSS'A ......coco oo REGULATORY PROCESS

The BSSA transmission line will be constructed in both Minnesota and South Dakota,
and the two states have different processes and timelines. Both state processes

are compliant with relevant laws and rules, and consider potential impacts on the
environment, residents in the routing area, and orderly development of the region.
After we've filed, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) in each state will provide
opportunities for additional feedback through public hearings.

MINNESOTA
Two major approvals must be obtained
from the Minnesota (MN) PUC before
a high-voltage transmission line can
be built: a Certificate of Need and a
Route Permit. The Certificate of Need

proceeding examines whether the .. Route Permit Application Decision

proposed facilities are necessary and Estimated timeline is 18-24 months from time of Route
what the appropriate size, configuration, Permit application filing. We plan to file in Q4 of 2024.
and timing of the project should be. In a

separate Route Permit proceeding, the
MN PUC determines the route of the line. We filed our facility permit in South Dakota!

Certificate of Need
Public hearings

Route Permit
Public hearings

MISSOURI
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS
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With an
established
project need
from MISO, we
identified a large
study area that
contained both
substations.

We held open
houses to
introduce

the project
and provide
stakeholders
an opportunity
to ask
questions and
provide input.

BEGIN AGENCY AND
LOCAL GOVERNMEN
OUTREACH

The team

utilized the input
gathered to
identify project
corridors where
construction may
be possible.

T

We held another
series of open
houses to gather
input from
stakeholders

to help the

team identify
opportunities
and constraints
within the project
corridors.

The project

team used the
feedback received
to continue
narrowing the
project corridors
into route
corridors.

We held another
series of open
houses to gather
feedback on the
route corridors to
help us develop
route segments.

The project
team used

the feedback
received to
continue
narrowing the
route corridors
into route
segments.

0SeimE

We're holding
another series of
open houses to
share the route
segments that will
make up the two
proposed routes
we'll include in

our route permit
application to the
Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission
(MN PUC). The MN
PUC will review and
hold public hearings
before determining
the route.
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BSS'A ... nomie TRANSMISSION STRUCTURE
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will be 150 feet tall.

The structure type may vary
across the project but primarily ; 17-6"
will be comprised of single
pole, self-weathering steel
with double-circuit capability.
Otter Tail Power Company
and Missouri River Energy
Services expect to only install
one circuit at this time. Avrage
Height
There will be three phases of w100
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BSS'A ......coco oo CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Long before construction begins, right-of-way agents will be coordinating with landowners, local

ONGO' NG OUTR EACH government officials, and other stakeholders. You will be involved throughout the process, and if
you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

Temporary Access Foundation Drilling
& Pouring

Structure Setting Conductor Stringing Restoration
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BSS'A ......coco oo RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way?
Right of way is a portion of land needed for the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the B What is an Easement?
transmission line. Typically a width of 150 feet is An easement is the legal
needed for a 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. document that allows Otter
Right of way is typically secured through negotiation Tail Power Company and
and acquisition of an easement agreement.

Missouri River Energy Services to
construct, operate, and maintain

B What is Right of Entry" transmission structures and lines
: on your property.

To assess potential routes and conduct the
necessary environmental and engineering studies/

surveys, right-of-way agents will work with A150-foot-wide easement will be
1 H necessary to construct, operate,

Igndowners and residents to acquire a temporary and maintain the proposed 345-KV

right-of-entry agreement. This agreement does not transmission line.

give permission for construction.

MISSOURI
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma WHAT CAN | EXPECT?

B Right of way agents will reach out to landowners to begin the right of
entry process

We'll notify landowners in the ) .
. . We'll work with
project area, and right-of-way
. landowners to resolve any
agents will reach out to request )
. questions or concerns.
right of entry.

based on fair market value.

Once the project receives the final

approval with a determined route, a C The utilities will construct,
right-of-way agent will present the @ operate, and maintain the
landowner with an easement offer transmission line.

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or
concerns, our project team will work with you!
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BSS'A ......c.oonoma PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed Get Connected

To stay up-to-date on the project, visit our website at: There will be opportunities to participate
throughout the project development

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com and permitting process. You can submit
feedback, attend public meetings, ask

guestions, or request an information packet
to learn more!

Use your phone’s
camera to scan

the QR code.

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com
(800) 598-5587
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

| (8
9 EXISTING SUBSTATIONS
7 ROUTE SEGMENTS

&9
‘MISBOURI RIVER ENERGY‘SERVICES Alexan!irla

& KALEXANDRIA 345-KV SUBSTATION &

OTTER TAIL,
POWER COMPANY
BIG STONE SOUTH: 345KV
SUBSTATION \ |ortonvitie

0SeimE

POWER COMPANY

ERGY

Route
segments
are marked
in green on
the map
above and
are subject
to change.

MISSOURI
VER

SERVICES

113 of 122



BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Media
coverage
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Media coverage - Pope County Tribune

MEDIA COVERAGE

Pope County Tribune

Powerline open house is June 25 in Glenwood

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter
Tail Power) and Missouri River
Energy Services (MRES), (on
behalf of Western Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency), invite
the public to attend upcoming
open houses for the Big Stone
South to Alexandria transmission
line (BSSA) project. At the Open
Houses the public can review
route segments that will make
up the two proposed routes to
be included in a route permit
application to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission.

The open house schedule
includes one at Central Square in
Glenwood on Tuesday, June 25
from 3to 6 p.m.and in Benson

from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Benson
High School on Wednesday, June
26.

Otter Tail Power and MRES are
partnering to develop, construct,
and co-own a new 345-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line. The

Big Stone South to Alexandria
transmission line (BSSA) will
connect Otter Tail Power
Company’s Big Stone South
Substation near Big Stone City in
South Dakota to the Alexandria
Substation owned by Missouri
River Energy Services near
Alexandria.

Developing and constructing
transmission lines takes many
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years, and this is currently
proposing for an in-service date
in 2030 or 2031.

Otter Tail Power and MRES began
coordinating with landowners
and residents, local governments,
agencies, and other interested
stakeholders in spring 2023

and will continue to seek input
from stakeholders throughout
the development process. More
information can be found at
www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.
com

Full article can be found:
https:/octribune.com/2024/06/
powerline-open-house-is-june-
25-in-glenwood




Media coverage - Swift County Times

Swift County Times

Landowners can now see detailed maps of BSSA routes

By Reed Afinson

Landowners in Swift, Stevens,
Pope, Otter Tail, Douglas and

Big Stone counties now have a
detailed map of two potential
routes for the Big Stone South to
Alexandria 345Kv transmission
line.

An interactive online map allows
property owners to zoom into the
area within the proposed corridor
with enough detail to see the
buildings on their farm site in
relation to the transmission line's
path.

While the corridor routes started
out very wide, they have now
been narrowed to 1,000 feet.

Last week, Missouri River Energy
Services and Otter Tail Power
Company conducted a series

of open houses to meet with
landowners whose property
could be within the transmission
line's final corridor through
western Minnesota.

It was also an opportunity for
citizens with an interest in or
concerns about the powerline
to ask questions of the Missouri
River and Otter Tail staff.

The meetings were conducted
in Benson, Glenwood, Alexandria
and Ortonville. Large maps of
property parcels and potential
powerline route were available
with staff ready to explain the
details. Computer presentations
were also available with staff
showing how residents could
access the maps and find their
parcels on it in relation to the
proposed routes.

There are currently two routes
from Big Stone City, S.D,, to
Alexandria under study by
Missouri River and Otter Tail.
There are a few segments along
the route where there is a single
path proposed. In these very

short stretches, the options were
logistically limited for routing the
powerline.

Two routes are required by

the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (PUC), which will
give final approval for the path of
the transmission line. Now that
the public meeting phase of the
project has been completed, the
companies will be finalizing their
proposal for PUC review.

Otter Tail and Missouri River are
expecting to hear from the PUC
in 2026 on the routing permits
with construction starting in
2027-2028. The power could be
energized by 2030.

The Big Stone South to
Alexandria line will be 95 to 105
miles long with 4 to 5 miles in
South Dakota and between 90
and 100 in Minnesota.

From Big Stone City, the
proposed route follows closely
along U.S. Highway 12 as it passes
just south of Ortonville and
continues east. It will turn north
on the west side of Correll with
one potential route turning east
again south of Artichoke Lake
before turning north from the
U.S. 12 corridor just east of U.S.
Highway 59.

The other option is for the
powerline to continue north
before heading east on the north
side of Artichoke Lake.

The two routes intersect west of
Clontarf and then head north
with one going on the west side
of Hancock and the other north
on the east side of Hancock.

They intersect northeast of
Hancock again and then the

two follow a fairly similar route
northeast passing by Starbuck to
the west before making their way

to Alexandria.
116 of 122

The poles will be able to hold two
lines, but the current project only
involves one.,

Otter Tail says the new power
line will allow more low-cost
renewable energy to flow
from the generation resources
to customers and reduce
congestion on the existing
transmission system created
by an increasing amount of
renewable energy trying to
access the power grid.

Evidence of the construction of
the 345kV power line spurring
interesting renewable energy
projects has already proven true.

Unofficially at the Benson
meeting last Thursday were
representatives of Apex Clean
Energy, the company proposing
to construct an estimated 40

5 megawatt to 6-megawatt
wind turbines, producing 200
megawatts of power, in western
Swift County.

Landowners have been meeting
with Apex representatives as the
company looks to sign leases for
the sites where their windmills
will be constructed.

Solar energy companies are also
looking at western Swift County.

There were a wide variety of
factors taken into consideration
for placement of the routes,
Joshua Humberg, who will be the
project manager for the power
line construction, told the Swift
County Board of Commissioners
in late May. Many of those factors
involved agriculture.

“We are trying to avoid areas with
a large number of center pivot
irrigators. Where we do interact
with land involving irrigators, we
are working with the landowners
to make sure we are outside the
radiuses of them, so we don't



interfere with their field irrigation,”
he said.

An Environmental Assessment
Public Hearing hosted by the
Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) took place

in Benson June 13 as it gathers
public testimony on the proposed
routes.

Otter Tail and Missouri River will be
signing leases with landowners on
whose property the power poles
will be placed and the along with
the powerlines will be strung.

“What we plan on doing is going
out and engaging landowners,
more than likely, on both of these
routes just to make sure we

are hearing their interests and
desires before we have the route
permits,” Humberg explained to
commissioners in May.

“What we typically do with
easements is give a one-time
payment for the full value of the
land underneath the 150-foot-wide
swath for the entire route of the
transmission line,” he said.

Crop damage payments are also
part of the payment package.

“The landowner retains the land,
so itis almost like us buying it and
giving it back at appraised value,”
Humberg said.

If the powerline follows a highway
right of way, Otter Tail has to make
sure that it sits back away from
any future construction projects,
Humberg said.

In the easement area, which

will be 150-feet wide, there is an
area 75 feet on either side of the
centerline of the pole structure
and the powerline, Jason Weiers,
manager of transmission project
development at Otter Tail Power
Company told commissioners in
March.

“That 150-foot easement is
intended to provide that safety
buffer. When you look at the
impacts of the magnetic fields,
the electric fields, coming off a

transmission line, by the time you
get out to that 75-foot distance
to the edge of the right of way,
that strength has dissipated to
the point where it is no longer a
problem,” he explained.

built along them. “We want to
be mindful of staying away from
houses,” he said.

Full article can be found: https:/
stevenscountytimes.com/
landowners-can-now-see-
detailed-maps-of-bssa-routes/

There is a minimum clearance
requirement for safety of 30 feet
between the lowest part of a wire
and the ground, he said.

“Do you have to adjust the route
any worry about stray voltage for
livestock,” Commissioner Larry
Mahoney, District 4-Fairfield
Township, asked Weiers at a March
meeting.

“We get that question quite a bit
from landowners,” Weiers said.
“That is something we are mindful
of. We do see the potential for
inducing voltage on fence lines,
waterers, especially when we see
the powerline paralleling fences.

It is not such a big deal if we cross
(one) at a 90-degree angle.

“Those are things we would
certainly be willing to do testing
on with local landowners to make
sure that we don't have any
potential issues with livestock,” he
said.

What kind of voltage can occur off
of a fence under a power line like
that? Mahoney asked.

“Generally, we shouldn't have any
safety concerns,” Weiers told him.
“This is going to come down the
landowner's judgement on it. If
the cattle are acting a little weird,
give us a call and we will come out
and do some testing. If the levels
are above acceptable limits, then
we definitely want to do some
mitigation, which will involve
some grounding to dissipate
that stray voltage to the ground
without harming the animals.”

U.S. Highway 12 is one of the
linear features that offers a path
that could minimize landowner
impacts. Part of the corridor could
also follow U.S. Highway 59. At the
same time, he added, these major
highways can have a lot of houses
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Ortonville Independent

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

| attended a meeting with Otter
Tail Power and Missouri River
Energy about the proposed
power line going east out of
Ortonville. | was told their normal
procedure is to follow the right of
way, which will be along Hwy 12.
They do that until the line gets

to land owned by the M.S. Fish
and Wildlife, then the Fish and
Wildlife stopped the line from
going on the right of way by their
land. So the power company
turned the line south for about
one and a half miles, and then
again turned east going across
private land for a number of miles
to get past wildlife land and then
going back north to the original
route. All of this at extra cost.

We as private land owners have
no right like our tyrannical Fish
and Wildlife to say no if approved.
This power line would go right
through not only my tillable
acres, but also the people east

of me. This disrupts how we can
farm and our income, and this is
a forever disruption for us. It also
goes through two of my 40 acre
parcels of native praire that they
claim to want. These prairie lands
have never seen anything except
to be hayed or grazed, and now
will be torn up by the equipment
installing the power line, plus the
power line will be there forever.
Hypocracy!

What makes the right of way
along Fish and Wildlife more
valuable than our land and
livelihood and also my native
prairie? They don't need to give
a reason to say no. If they say the
powerline would disturb wildlife,
well | also have wildlife on my
land. There is a major powerline
going through the refuge from
Ortonville south and it was there
before the refuge and is still there,
so there is a precedent of power
lines on or near wildlife land and

having no impact on wildlife.

Unlike the Fish and Wildlife, we as
private landowners actually pay
taxes on owned land, not a small
percentage. It not only affects this
power ling, so ask your township,
county, and even state and
federal people how this tyrannical
agency affects how our roads

are built and repaired. Highway
12 rebuilt a couple of years ago is
another prime example of Fish
and Wildlife control.

To everyone, you might not

think this affects you, but when

a government agency can have
this kind of control, we are not
living in a country with freedoms.
If anyone has one or more of
these towers on their land and
offers to sell the land to Fish and
Wildlife, does anyone believe that
they would refuse to buy the land
because of a power line on it?

A little bit of history between
me and the Fish and Wildlife. In
the late 1960s and early 1970s, |
was just starting farming on my
parents farm west of Odessa. My
parents who both passed away
in 1969 and 1970 made it through
the depression and bought
their farm. The not only farmed,
but worked extra jobs to pay for
it and raise us three children.
| was out in the field working
one afternoon when a car came
driving across the field to me. He
was from the government and
gave an offer, and | could accept
it or they, through eminent
domain, take it and get paid
nothing. That was freedom back
even then, and not for a road or
anything like that, but a wildlife
refuge. We were told many lies
in the process. Then to see the
beautiful brick house | was raised
in demolished and for what? Now
this power line is destroying our
land and hurting our livelihood
because Fish and Wildlife have
unlimited power.
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So if anyone thinks they can give
me a reason to like and get along
with Fish and Wildlife, Don't Even
Try! So none of this affects you so
why care. If you love freedom, You
Will Care!

Marlow Klepel
Odessa

Full article can be found: https:/
www.ortonvilleindependent.com/
Letters.ntml
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Public comments were collected in a variety of ways, both in-person and virtually. The tables
below indicate the number of comments, regarding any topic, received during all phases of
public engagement and through which channel; or the number of comments by category.
Number of Comments

Number of Comments

Number of Comments

Agency email 1
Comment Form 26
Comment Map (Phase 4 Open Houses) 53
Email 29
Field Staff 10
Hotline 61
Mailed Letter 12
One-on-One Meeting 1
Phone Call 2
Project Email 4
Webform Comment 33
Webform Comment from Map Page 85
Grand Total 317
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Public comments were coded to various topics depending on their content, with no rank
preference given. Because of this, some comments had multiple topics coded to them. Listed
below are all the topics mentioned across all public comments received and the number of
comments they appeared in.

Total Categories in all Comments

Number of Comments

Aerial Spraying 6
Air Quality 1
Airfield 2
Aviation 2
Cell phone signal blockage 1
Communication 16
Community Impact 4
Construction 9
Cost 6
Cultural Resources 3
Drain Tiles 16
Easement Payment 13
EMF 12
Energy Transition 2
Environmental Impacts (General) 14
Future Development
(Planning/Operations/Domestic) 4
General Project 35
Hunting/Fishing 1
Information Request 60
Land Use 82
Mailing List Request 7
Construction Materials 1
Mapping Request 5
Meeting Request 3
Noise 1
Permitting 1
Pivot Irrigation 15
Property Access 4
Property Damage 2
Property Values 30
Proximity to Homes 69
Recreation 9
Reliability 1
Renewable Energy 6
Routing 110
ROW 23
Safety 13
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Stray Voltage 3
Trees 3
Utilities 3
Visual Impacts 18
Visual/Aesthetic
Water 1
Wetlands and Water Resources 12
Wildlife 21
Grand Total 653

Note: The topics listed in this table reflect all the points mentioned in the comments. For instance, 10 comments may
cover 23 distinct topics.
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