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Benton Solar, LLC 
 
 
April 18, 2023 
 
NAME 
TITLE, Township Clerk 
Street address 
XXXXXX 
 
RE: Notification of Future Route Permit Application for the Proposed 115 kilovolt Benton Solar 
Transmission Line and Associated Facilities in Benton County, Minnesota 
 
Dear XXX: 
 
In accordance with Minnesota Statutes § 216E.03, Subdivision 3a, Benton Solar, LLC (“Benton 
Solar”) is providing this notice to each local unit of government within the proposed route of the 
Benton Solar high voltage transmission line (“Benton Solar Transmission Line”). Benton Solar is 
preparing a Route Permit Application to submit to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
for the Benton Solar Transmission Line, a 115 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line project that 
begins at the Benton Solar facility collector substation four miles east of the City of St. Cloud 
and ends at the existing Great River Energy Benton County substation located in the southwest 
quadrant of Benton County. The Benton Solar Transmission Line will be approximately 0.85 
miles in length and is needed to interconnect the Benton Solar facility to the electric grid so that 
the electricity generated by the facility can be delivered to customers. Enclosed is a map showing 
the area for the proposed Benton Solar Transmission Line route. 
 
Minnesota Statutes § 216E.03, Subdivision 3b provides local units of government the 
opportunity to request, within 30 days of receiving this notice, a preapplication consultation 
meeting with Benton Solar regarding the Benton Solar Transmission Line. If you would like to 
request a meeting, please contact me at 561-446-3380 or Brittney.Paxson@nexteraenergy.com.  
You can also contact Danell Herzig at 561-310-4698 or Danell.Herzig@nee.com. 
 
Benton Solar appreciates your participation in this process and looks forward to working with 
you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brittney Paxson  
Project Manager Development 
Benton Solar, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd    
Juno Beach, FL 33408    
Brittney.Paxson@nexteraenergy.com 
561-446-3380 
 
Enclosure:  Figure 1 – Proposed Transmission Route Map 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Transmission Route Map 

 



Agency First Name Last Name Title Address City State Zip Code Phone Number Email

Minden 
Township

Cindy Abraham City Clerk 5756 Golden Spike Road
Sauk 
Rapids

MN 56379 320-253-7915 mindenclerk01@gmail.com 

Minden 
Township

Pam Benoit Supervisor 2875 42nd Avenue NE
Sauk 
Rapids

MN 56379 MINDENSUPERVISOR2@GMAIL.COM

Minden 
Township

Mark Ebnet Supervisor 4780 15th St NE
Sauk 
Rapids

MN 56379 320-253-6233 mindensupervisor01@gmail.com

Minden 
Township

Steve Simones Supervisor 7415 30th St. NE
Sauk 
Rapids

MN 56379 320-249-4413 mindensupervisor3@gmail.com

Haven 
Township

Eric Meyer Chairman
4230 45th Ave SE, PO Box 
339

St. Cloud MN 56302 (320) 406-1720 supervisormeyer@haventwp.org

Haven 
Township

Tammy Schefers Deputy Clerk
4230 45th Ave SE, PO Box 
339

St. Cloud MN 56302 (320) 406-1769 clerk@haventwp.org

Haven 
Township

Joe Then Supervisor
4231 45th Ave SE, PO Box 
339

St. Cloud MN 56302 (320) 743-3717 supervisorthen@haventwp.org 

Haven 
Township

Bruce Hentges Supervisor
4232 45th Ave SE, PO Box 
339

St. Cloud MN 56302 (320) 743-3717 supervisorhentges@haventwp.org

Haven 
Township

Mark Knowles Supervisor
4233 45th Ave SE, PO Box 
339

St. Cloud MN 56302 (320) 743-3717 supervisorknowles@haventwp.org

St. Cloud Karen Larson
2nd Ward 
Councilmember

1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 (320) 370-1080 Karen.Larson@ci.stcloud.mn.us

St. Cloud Dave Kleis Mayor 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 320-650-3105 dave.kleis@ci.stcloud.mn.us

St. Cloud Matt Glaesman

Community 
Development 
Director, Planning 
& Zoning

1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 320-650-3110 matt.glaesman@ci.stcloud.mn.us

St. Cloud Seth Kauffman City Clerk 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 320 255-7210 seth.kauffman@ci.stcloud.mn.us
St. Cloud David Broxmeyer Senior Planner 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 320-650-3114 David.Broxmeyer@ci.stcloud.mn.us

St. Cloud Cathy Mehelich
Economic 
Development 
Director

1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301 320-650-3111 cathy.mehelich@ci.stcloud.mn.us

Benton 
County

Scott Johnson
District 1 
Commissioner, 
Chair

6430 135th Avenue NE Foley MN 56329 320-492-3707 sjohnson@co.benton.mn.us

Local Government Units

CORE/0838954.0042/181479434.1
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Benton 
County

Montgomery Headley
County 
Administrator

531 Dewey Street Foley MN 56329 320-968-5001 mheadley@co.benton.mn.us

Benton 
County

Steve Heinen
District 3 
Commissioner, 
Vice Chair

1125 - 4-1/2 Avenue North
Sauk 
Rapids

MN 56379 320-259-6308 sheinen@co.benton.mn.us

Benton 
County

Roxanne Achman
Land Services 
Director

531 Dewey Street Foley MN 56329 320-968-5065 rachman@co.benton.mn.us

Benton 
County

Beth Schlangen
District 5 
Commissioner

717 1st Street NE St. Cloud MN 56304 320-368-0761 bschlangen@co.benton.mn.us

Sherburne 
County

Lisa Fobbe
District 5 
Commissioner, 
Chair

13880 Business Center 
Drive NW

Elk River MN 55330 763-220-5472 lisa.fobbe@co.sherburne.mn.us

Sherburne 
County

Bruce Messelt
County 
Administrator

13880 Business Center 
Drive NW

Elk River MN 55330 763-765-3001 bruce.messelt@co.sherburne.mn.us

Sherburne 
County

Gary Gray
District 4 
Commissioner

13880 Business Center 
Drive NW

Elk River MN 55330 763-213-3199 gary.gray@co.sherburne.mn.us

Sherburne 
County

Lynn Waytashek
Planning & Zoning 
Administrator

13880 Business Center 
Drive NW

Elk River MN 553300 763-765-4450 zoning@co.sherburne.mn.us

Sherburne 
County

Jessica Barthel
Economic 
Development 
Coordinator

13880 Business Center 
Drive NW

Elk River MN 553300 763-765-3014 jessica.barthel@co.sherburne.mn.us
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Name Address City State Zip

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 5344 Lake Shore Drive Nett Lake MN 55772
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, Tribal Chairwoman Cathy Chavers 5344 Lake Shore Drive Nett Lake MN 55772
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 1720 Big Lake Road Cloquet MN 55720
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Chairman Kevin DuPuis 1720 Big Lake Road Cloquet MN 55720
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa PO Box 428 Grand Portage MN 55605
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 83 Stevens Rd Grand Portage MN 55605
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Chairman Robery Deschampe PO Box 428 Grand Portage MN 55605
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 115 6th Street, NW, Suite E Cass Lake MN 56633
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Salistar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 55663
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, Chairman Faron Jackson Sr 190 Sailstar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 56633
Lower Sioux Indian Community 39527 Reservation Highway 1 Morton MN 56270
Lower Sioux Indian Community PO Box 308 Morton MN 56270
Lower Sioux Indian Community, President Robert Larsen 39527 Reservation Highway 1 Morton MN 56270
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive Onamia MN 56359
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin 43408 Oodena Drive  Onamia MN 56359
Prairie Island Indian Community 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road Welch MN 55089
Prairie Island Indian Community, President Johnny Johnson 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road Welch MN 55089
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 15484 Migizi Drive Red Lake MN 56671
Red Lake Nation, Chairman Darrell Seki 15484 Migizi Drive Red Lake MN 56671
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 2330 Sioux Trail, NW Prior Lake MN 55372
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Chairman Keith Anderson 2330 Sioux Trail, NW Prior Lake MN 55372
Upper Sioux Community PO Box 147 Granite Falls MN 56241
Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane Granite Falls MN 56241
Upper Sioux Community, Chairman Kevin Jensvold 5722 Travers Lane Granite Falls MN 56241
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Benton Solar, LLC 
 
 
July 17, 2024 
 
NAME 
TITLE, Township Clerk 
Street address 
XXXXXX 
 
RE: Notification of Future Route Permit Application for the Proposed 115 kilovolt Benton Solar 
Transmission Line and Associated Facilities in Benton County, Minnesota 
 
Dear XXX: 
 
On April 18, 2023, Benton Solar, LLC (“Benton Solar”) sent a notice to each local unit of 
government within the proposed route of the Benton Solar high voltage transmission line 
(“Benton Solar Transmission Line”). Given the passage of time, Benton Solar is providing this 
refreshed notice containing updated route and contact information as a courtesy.  
 
Benton Solar is preparing a Route Permit Application to submit to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Benton Solar Transmission Line, a 115 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line 
project that begins at the Benton Solar facility collector substation four miles east/northeast of 
the City of St. Cloud and ends at the existing Great River Energy Benton County substation 
located in the southwest quadrant of Benton County. The Benton Solar Transmission Line will 
be approximately 0.5 miles in length and is needed to interconnect the Benton Solar facility to 
the electric grid so that the electricity generated by the facility can be delivered to customers. 
Enclosed is a map showing the area for the proposed Benton Solar Transmission Line route. 
 
Minnesota Statutes § 216E.03, Subdivision 3b provides local units of government the 
opportunity to request, within 30 days of receiving this notice, a preapplication consultation 
meeting with Benton Solar regarding the Benton Solar Transmission Line. If you would like to 
request a meeting, please contact me at (561) 797-5048 or Adam.Gracia@nexteraenergy.com.   
 
Benton Solar appreciates your participation in this process and looks forward to working with 
you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adam Gracia  
Senior Project Manager, Development  
Benton Solar, LLC  
700 Universe Boulevard  
Juno Beach, Florida 33408   
(561) 797-5048  
Adam.Gracia@nexteraenergy.com  
 
Enclosure:  Figure 1 – Proposed Transmission Route Map 
  



Figure 1 – Proposed Transmission Route Map 

 

 
 



First Name Last Name Agency Address City State Zip Code

Cindy Abraham Minden Township 5756 Golden Spike Road Sauk Rapids MN 56379
Pam Benoit Minden Township 2875 42nd Avenue NE Sauk Rapids MN 56379
Mark Ebnet Minden Township 4780 15th St NE Sauk Rapids MN 56379
Steve Simones Minden Township 7415 30th St. NE Sauk Rapids MN 56379
Eric Meyer Haven Township 4230 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Tammy Schefers Haven Township 4230 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Joe Then Haven Township 4231 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Randy Linn Haven Township 4232 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Mark Knowles Haven Township 4233 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Joesph Sexton Haven Township 4233 45th Ave SE, PO Box 339 St. Cloud MN 56302
Karen Larson St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
Dave Kleis St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
Matt Glaesman St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
Seth Kauffman St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
David Broxmeyer St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
Cathy Mehelich St. Cloud 1201 7th Street South St. Cloud MN 56301
Jared Gapinski Benton County 6430 135th Avenue NE Foley MN 56329
Montgomery Headley Benton County 531 Dewey Street Foley MN 56329
Ed Popp Benton County 1125 - 4-1/2 Avenue North Sauk Rapids MN 56379
Roxanne Achman Benton County 531 Dewey Street Foley MN 56329
Beth Schlangen Benton County 717 1st Street NE St. Cloud MN 56304
Lisa Fobbe Sherburne County 13880 Business Center Drive NW Elk River MN 55330
Bruce Messelt Sherburne County 13880 Business Center Drive NW Elk River MN 55330
Gary Gray Sherburne County 13880 Business Center Drive NW Elk River MN 55330
Lynn Waytashek Sherburne County 13880 Business Center Drive NW Elk River MN 55330
Jessica Barthel Sherburne County 13880 Business Center Drive NW Elk River MN 55330
Cathy Chavers Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 5344 Lake Shore Drive Nett Lake MN 55772

Kevin DuPuis Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 1720 Big Lake Road Cloquet MN 55720

Robert Deschampe
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa

PO Box 428 Grand Portage MN 55605

Faron Jackson Sr Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 56633
Robert Larsen Lower Sioux Indian Community 39527 Reservation Highway 1, PO Box 308 Morton MN 56270
Melanie Benjamin Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive  Onamia MN 56359



Grant Johnson Prairie Island Indian Community 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road Welch MN 55089
Darrel Seki Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive Red Lake MN 56671

Cole Miller Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 2330 Sioux Trail, NW Prior Lake MN 55372

Kevin Jensvold Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane Granite Falls MN 56241
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 5344 Lake Shore Drive Nett Lake MN 55772
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 

1720 Big Lake Road Cloquet MN 55720

Grand Portage Band of Chippewa PO Box 428 Grand Portage MN 55605
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa

83 Stevens Rd Grand Portage MN 55605

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 115 6th Street, NW, Suite E Cass Lake MN 56633
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Salistar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 55663
Lower Sioux Indian Community 39527 Reservation Highway 1, PO Box 308 Morton MN 56270
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive Onamia MN 56359
Prairie Island Indian Community 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road Welch MN 55089
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 15484 Migizi Drive Red Lake MN 56671

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 2330 Sioux Trail, NW Prior Lake MN 55372

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane, PO Box 147 Granite Falls MN 56241



Benton Solar, LLC 
 

August 20, 2024 

Via Electronic Filing  

Mr. Will Seuffert  
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350  
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 

Re:  Notice of Intent by Benton Solar, LLC to Submit a Route Permit Application and a 
Joint Site Permit Application under the Alternative Permitting Process 
Docket Nos.  IP7115/GS-23-423; IP7115/ESS-24-283; IP7115/TL-23-425 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert:  

In accordance with Minn. R. 7850.2800, subp. 2, Benton Solar, LLC (“Benton Solar”) hereby 
respectfully provides notice to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) that 
Benton Solar intends to submit both a Route Permit Application and a Joint Site Permit Application 
for the Benton Solar Project located in Benton County, Minnesota (“Project”) under the alternative 
permitting procedures of Minn. R. 7850.2800 to 7850.3900. The Project consists of an up to 100-
megawatt nameplate capacity solar energy conversion facility, a 100-megawatt battery energy 
storage system, and an approximately 0.5-mile 115 kilovolt high-voltage transmission line that 
will interconnect the Project to the electric grid. Benton Solar intends to submit the Applications 
to the Commission within the next month.  

Thank you for your attention to this filing. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions 
or concerns.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Mark R. Johnson           
Mark R. Johnson  
Senior Attorney  
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC  
700 Universe Blvd.  
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, ) 
LLC for a Site Permit for the 100 MW Solar ) 
Energy Generating System, a Site Permit for ) 
the 100 MW Battery Energy Storage System, ) 
 and a Route Permit for the Benton  ) 
115-kV Transmission Line for the Benton ) 
Solar Project in Benton County, Minnesota. ) 

MPUC Docket No. IP7115/GS-23-423; 
 IP7115/ESS-24-283; 

   IP7115/TL-23-425 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the Notice of Intent by 

Benton Solar, LLC to Submit a Route Permit Application and a Joint Site Application under 

the Alternative Permitting Process been served on this day by e-filing/e-serving upon the 

following: 

NAME EMAIL 

Commerce Attorneys commerce.attorneys@ag.state.mn.us 

Adam Gracia adam.gracia@nexteraenergy.com 

Logan Hicks Logan.M.Hicks@state.mn.us 

Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us 

Mark Johnson mark.r.johnson@nexteraenergy.com 

Micah Revell micah.revell@stinson.com 

Residential Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.state.mn.us 

Will Seuffert will.seuffert@state.mn.us 

Dated this 20th of August, 2024 /s/ Kimberly McDaniel 
        Kimberly McDaniel 
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