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Mike Bull, Acting Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 
AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Issued: August 4, 2025 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC for a Site Permit for the 100 MW Solar Energy 
Generating System for the Benton Solar Project in Benton County, Minnesota 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC for a Site Permit for the 100 MW Battery Energy 
Storage System for the Benton Solar Project in Benton County, Minnesota 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC for a Route Permit for a 0.5-mile 115 kV High-
Voltage Transmission Line Associated with the Benton Solar Project in Benton County, Minnesota 
 
PUC Docket Number: IP7115/GS-23-423 (Solar Facility) 
                                            IP7115/ESS-24-283 (Storage Facility) 
                                            IP7115/TL-23-425 (Transmission Line)  
OAH Docket Number: 25-2500-40508 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold 
public hearings on the applications of Benton Solar LLC for site and route permits for the proposed 
Benton Solar Project, including an up to 100 megawatt alternating current (MWac) solar energy 
generating system, a 100 MWac battery energy storage system (BESS), and a route permit for a new 
approximately 0.5-mile 115-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The application was filed with the 
Commission on September 24, 2024. 
 
The proposed project is located on approximately 632 acres of private land on a 951.4-acre 
project site located 4.0 miles east of St. Cloud in Minden Township, Benton County, Minnesota. 
The main components of the project include, but are not limited to, solar modules and tracking 
systems, electrical collector lines, inverters, transformers, battery energy storage systems, a 
project substation, security fencing, access roads, stormwater basins, an operation and 
maintenance building, and weather stations. 
 
Benton Solar has identified the existing Great River Energy (GRE) Benton County Substation as 
the point of interconnection (POI) for the Project and has proposed to build a 0.5 mile long 115-
kV transmission line to deliver the energy from the Project to the electrical grid. A Project 
Overview Map is included below. 

http://mn.gov/puc
eu01019872
Mike
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The Applicant indicated it has secured a Generator Interconnection Agreement as of December 
7, 2022, to connect the Project to the grid at GRE’s Benton County Substation and is working 
toward securing an agreement related to the sale of power generated by the Project. 
Construction is anticipated to begin in Q2 of 2026 and commercial operation in Q4 of 2027. 
   

Environmental Assessment 
 
The Commission issued an environmental assessment (EA) for the project on July 24, 2025. The 
purpose of the EA is to provide information on the potential human and environmental impacts 
of the proposed project, and possible mitigations for identified impacts. The EA is available on 
the Commission’s website: (https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/15684) and on eDockets (see 
below). Print copies of the EA are available from the Commission upon request; please contact 
Logan Hicks at Logan.M.Hicks@state.mn.us or 651-539-1067. 
 

Online Hearing via WebEx 
 
Date:  August 26, 2025 
Time:  6:00 pm 
 
Join by WebEx (Webinar) Link: https://minnesota.webex.com 
Webinar Number: 2494 400 3704 
Webinar Password: MNPUC (66782 when dialing from a phone or video system) 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free Access Code: 2494 400 3704 
 
If you are joining the meeting via WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment 
during the designated portion of the meeting, use the chat or raised-hand functions to send a 
message to the meeting moderator. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *3 on your 
phone. When it is your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask 
questions and provide comments.  
 
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 

In-Person Hearing 
 
Date: August 27, 2025 
Time: 5 PM (doors open pre-meeting hour), 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm or until there are no 

more questions or comments (public hearing) 
Location: Sauk Rapids Government Center 
 250 Summit Ave N 

https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/15684
mailto:Logan.M.Hicks@state.mn.us
https://minnesota.webex.com/
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
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 Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these hearings, 
please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in 
advance of the meeting. To find out if a hearing is canceled due to bad weather or other call 1-
855-731-6208 or visit mn.gov/puc.  
 

Public Hearing Information 
 
The public hearings will be presided over by the Honorable Megan McKenzie, an administrative 
law judge from the Office of Administrative Hearings, who will provide the Commission with a 
report including findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a recommendation. 
 
The purpose of the public hearings is to obtain public input on the proposed project and 
compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision on the site and 
route permit applications. Specifically, interested persons will have the opportunity to: (1) ask 
questions of state staff and the applicant; (2) offer oral and written comments on the merits of 
the proposed project and on the environmental assessment; and (3) suggest possible conditions 
to be considered for inclusion in the site and route permits. 
 
 Comments received at the hearings and during the comment period will be used to 

inform the record and help the Commission make its final decision. 
 The information presented will be the same at all in-person and online hearings. 
 The hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment and all 

other business has been concluded, or the scheduled end time of the hearing, 
whichever occurs first. 

 Members of the public may participate without the necessity of intervening as a party; 
representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. 

 
Comment Period 

 
Written comments will be accepted through September 12, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the 
docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment 
period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment 
 
 Should the Commission grant site permits for the proposed solar energy generating 

system and the battery energy storage system? 

https://mn.gov/puc/
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 Should the Commission issue a route permit for the transmission line associated with the 

solar and battery energy storage project? 
 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements should be included in the site 

permits and/or in the route permit? 
 
Submit Comments 
 
Online  https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments 
Email  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

Additional Information 
 
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed under Minn. Stat. § 216E.04 and 
Minn. Rules 7850.2800 to 7850.3900. The rules and statutes are available for review at: 
www.revisor.mn.gov 
 
Review Process. Information on the review processes for certificates of need and site and route 
permits for large electric power facilities is available on the Commission’s website at: 
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/ 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets and follow the prompts. 
 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the docket number 23-423 for the solar 
project, 24-283 for the energy storage, 23-425 for the transmission line, and select Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscription. 
 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
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Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email eservice.admin@state.mn.us or call 651-
201-2246 with the docket number (23-423, 23-425, 24-283), your name, mailing address, and 
email address. 
 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff, Cezar Panait at cezar.panait@state.mn.us or 651-201-2207. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 
 
 

Project Overview Map 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eservice.admin@state.mn.us
mailto:cezar.panait@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Anne Redmond, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Docket Number  
IP7115/GS-23-423; IP7115/ESS-24-283; IP7115/TL-23-425 
 
 
 
Dated this 4th day of August, 2025 
 
 
 
/s/ Anne Redmond 
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Tammy Biery 
7558 R Mitchel Ct NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 

 Aaron M Dresow & Alison M 
Dresow 
1606 2nd Ave N 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-2755 

 
 

 Adelman Iii Llc 
2500 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9637 

 
 

Allen J Bauerly Rev Tr 
2100 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9583 

 
 

 BLAKE & KATY DEMARAIS REV TR 
7665 R MITCHEL CT NE 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 

 
 

 Bounthavy Ditthidet & Phone 
Ditthidet 
805 55th Ave NE 
Saint Cloud, MN 56304-9431 

 
 Brent B Petersen & Stacey A 

Petersen 
4981 2nd St SE 
Saint Cloud, MN 56304-9430 

 
 

 Brian K Mick Rev Tr 
7420 30th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9453 

 
 

 Brookwood Meadows 
Unable to locate owner/address in 
publicly available databases 

 
 

Bruce E Halls 
7015 1st St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9693 

 
 

 Cory J Brouns & Kira L Feia 
1469 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 David George Zormeier 
335 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9645 

 
 

Eric C Carlson & Jennifer S 
Carlson 
427 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9645 

 
 

 Grandview Partners Llc 
2168 Primrose Rd NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-4521 

 
 

 Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 

 
 

GREGORY H VOLKERS & SUSY M 
ALMAN 
7744 DUELM RD NE 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 

 
 

 Heritage Angus Llc 
4738 45th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9707 

 
 

 James P Gohl & Vicki L Gohl 
2155 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9102 

 
 

James Warzecha & Abbey Mix 
991 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Jason Abfalter & Angela J 
Abfalter 
2157 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9102 

 
 

 JENNA M KLINE & JEFFREY W 
REED 
7634 R MITCHEL CT NE, 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 

 
 Joel Wollum & Dana Wollum 

6939 30th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9619 

 
 

 K & A Storage Llc 
11005 Peloquin Ave NW 
South Haven, MN 55382-3301 

 
 

 Karen A Nicol 
5420 13th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9436 

 
 

Karen C Thorsten Etal 
258 Maple Dr 
Foley, MN 56329-8711 

 
 

 Larry Besser & Lorin Besser 
978 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Lukas & Leigh Rusin Family Tr 
600 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9645 

 
 

LYNN J CAIRNS & JOHN D OLSEN 
7668 R MITCHEL CT NE 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 

 
 

 Mark Bauerly Fam Ltd Prtshp & 
Anita Bauerly Fam Ltd Prtshp 
4448 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-4512 

 
 

 Mark E Lepinski 
2501 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9637 

 
 



Mark J Brenny Rev Tr & Sandra K 
Brenny Rev Tr 
8100 Duelm Rd NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-4624 

 
 

 Mark J Latterell 
1868 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-7507 

 
 

 Mark L Chmielewski Rev Tr & 
Pamela L Chmielewski Rev Tr 
545 Sycamore Rd SE 
Foley, MN 56329-9519 

 
 Mark Latterell & Jennifer 

Latterell 
1868 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 

 Martin B Meyer Rev Tr C/O Martin 
B Meyer 
20761 County Rd 7 
South Haven, MN 55382-9160 

 
 

 Matt Elliott & Leah Elliott 
1083 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

Merlin Robert Leitheiser & 
Constance Marie Leitheiser 
7000 Duelm Rd NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-8605 

 
 

 Michael J Haakonson & 
Rosemary Haakonson 
1139 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Michelle Johnson & Andrew 
Mcgeary 
7604 Duelm Road NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 Minden Township C/O Minden 

Township Clerk 
PO Box 134 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-0134 

 
 

 MITCHELL R LITFIN & JACLYN L 
LITFIN 
7635 R MITCHEL CT NE 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 

 
 

 Randy Steininger & Pamela 
Steininger 
PO Box 763 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-0763 

 
 Richard Allen Garding 

1340 Duelm Rd NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-8617 

 
 

 Siegfried Feierabend & Sarah 
Feierabend 
430 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9645 

 
 

 St Patricks Congregation 
7920 30th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9791 

 
 

Stark Family Rev Tr C/O Wayne 
Stark 
320 2nd Ave. N 
Sauk Rapids, MN 53679-9619 

 
 

 Steven Weber & Jill K Weber 
6939 30th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9619 

 
 

 Steven Weber & Jill Weber 
2596 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-7702 

 
 

Timothy M Ertl & Lillian M 
Abfalter-Ertl 
981 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Travis Colgrove & Hailey N 
Colgrove 
763 55th Ave NE 
Saint Cloud, MN 56304-9431 

 
 

 Travis D & Leaha Brambrink 
6993 27th St SE 
Saint Cloud, MN 56304-9767 

 
 

William L Jehoich & Myrtelene B 
Jehoich 
1031 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, 
Tribal Chairperson Carlos 
Hernandez 
5344 Lake Shore Drive 
Nett Lake MN, 55772 

 
 

 Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, 
THPO Jaylen Strong 
1500 Bois Forte Road 
Tower, MN 55790 

 
 Fond du Lac Band Chairman 

Bruce Savage 
Fond du Lac Center, 1720 Big Lake 
Road 
Cloquet, MN 55720 

 
 

 Fond du Lac Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, THPO Evan 
Schroeder 
1720 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN 55720 

 
 

 Grand Portage Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, Chairman 
Robert Deschampe 
83 Steven Road 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 

 
 

Grand Portage Band of 
Chippewa, THPO Robert Hull 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 

 
 

 Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, 
THPO Gina Lemon 
190 Salistar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 

 
 

 Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, 
Chairman Faron Jackson Sr 
190 Sailstar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 

 
 



Lower Sioux Indian Community, 
President Robert Larsen 
39527 Reservation Highway 1 
Morton, MN 56270 

 
 

 Lower Sioux Indian Community,  
THPO Cheyanne St. John 
39527 Reservation Highway 1, PO 
Box 308 
Morton, MN 56270 

 
 

 Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Chief 
Executive Virgil Wind 
43408 Oodena Drive 
Onamia, MN 56359 

 
 Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, THPO 

Mike Wilson 
43408 Oodena Drive 
Onamia, MN 56359 

 
 

 Prairie Island Indian Community, 
President Grant Johnson 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road 
Welch, MN 55089 

 
 

 Prairie Island Indian Community, 
THPO Noah White 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road 
Welch, MN 55089 

 
 Red Lake Band of Chippewa 

Indians, THPO George 
Branchaud 
PO Box 274 
Red Lake, MN 56671 

 
 

 Red Lake Nation, Chairman 
Darrell Seki 
15484 Migizi Drive 
Red Lake, MN 56671 

 
 

 Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community, THPO Leonard 
Wabasha 
2330 Sioux Trail, NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 

 
 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community, Chairman Cole 
Miller 
2330 Sioux Trail, NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 

 
 

 Upper Sioux Community, THPO 
Samantha Odegard 
5722 Travers Lane, PO Box 147 
Granite Falls, MN 56241 

 
 

 Upper Sioux Community, 
Chairman Kevin Jensvold 
5722 Travers Lane 
Granite Falls, MN 56241 

 
 White Earth Nation, THPO Jacob 

Syverson 
PO Box 418 
Ogema, MN 56591 

 
 

 White Earth Nation,  Chairman 
Michael Fairbanks 
5500 Eagle View Road 
Ogema, MN 56591 

 
 

 Cathy Mehelich, Economic 
Development Director 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 Sabrina Hess, City Clerk 

9077 105TH AVE NE 
FOLEY, MN 56329 

 
 

 David Broxmeyer, Senior Planner 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

 Ed Popp, District 2 
Commissioner,  Chair 
15274 5th Avenue NE 
Rice, Minnesota 56367 

 
 Jared Gapinski, District 4 

Commissioner 
1202 Hillside Road 
Sauk Rapids, Minnesota 56379 

 
 

 Karen Larson, 2nd Ward 
Councilmember 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

 Steve Simones, Chairman 
7415 30TH ST NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 

Matt Glaesman, Community 
Development Director, Planning 
& Zoning 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

 Mayor Jake Anderson 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

 Montgomery Headley, County 
Administrator 
531 Dewey Street 
Foley, Minnesota 56329 

 
 Mark Ebnet, Supervisor 

4780 15TH ST NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 

 Roxanne Achman, Land Services 
Director 
531 Dewey Street 
Foley, Minnesota 56329 

 
 

 Seth Kauffman, City Clerk 
1201 7th Street South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

Bruce Bonebright, Vice Chair 
2330 GOLDEN SPIKE RD NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 
 

 Steve Voss, Region 7W 
Coordinator and MnDOT 
Planning Director 
7694 Industrial Park Road 
Baxter, MN 56425 

 
 

 Great River Regional Library in 
Foley 
251 N. 4th Ave. Box 340 
Foley,  MN 56329 

 
 



Great River Regional Library in 
St. Cloud 
1300 W. St. Germain St. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 
 

 Allen J Bauerly Rev Tr 
2100 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9583 

 
 

 Blake Besser & Keturah Besser 
1921 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56279 

 
 

David George Zormeier Etal 
335 75th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9645 

 
 

 Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 

 
 

 James Smale 
1362 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

Jennifer L Bauerly Rev Tr 
2100 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9583 

 
 

 Joanne M Dirkes Rev Tr 
2276 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9583 

 
 

 John J Svihel & Julie A Jurek-
Svihel 
12240 Duelm Rd NE 
Foley, MN 56329-9730 

 
 Kayle R Lewellen& Emily J 

Lewellen 
2015 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9648 

 
 

 Kevin J Boos & Aimee J Boos 
750 55th Ave NE 
Saint Cloud, MN 56304-9431 

 
 

 Kurt Clarence Adelman 
9596 Hwy 95 NE 
Foley, MN 56329-9520 

 
 

Lorin Easton Besser & Cynthia M 
Besser 
6223 Hwy 95 NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9589 

 
 

 Mary Iten & Jason Iten 
5710 13th St NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9437 

 
 

 Mciver Family Tr C/O Michael & 
Brian Mciver 
11423 85th St NE 
Foley, MN 56329-9461 

 
 Peggy Jo Besser Rev Tr & Larry A 

Besser Rev Tr 
978 65th Ave NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9675 

 
 

 Shane Besser 
6223 Highway 95 NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56279-9589 

 
 

 Shane P Winkelman & Emely B 
Winkelman 
6200 Highway 95 NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-9589 
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