
     

 

 
 

October 13, 2021 
 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN  55101-2147 

 

 
Re: In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wind, LLC for a Certificate of Need for 

the up to 308-MW Big Bend Wind Project in Cottonwood and Watonwan Counties 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Red Rock Solar, LLC for a Certificate of Need for 
the up to 60-MW Red Rock Solar Project in Cottonwood County 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7014/CN-19-486 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wind, LLC for a Large Wind Energy 
Conversion System Site Permit for the up to 308-MW Big Bend Wind Project in 
Cottonwood and Watonwan Counties 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/WS-19-619 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Red Rock Solar, LLC for a Site Permit for the up to 
60-MW Red Rock Solar Project in Cottonwood County 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7014/GS-19-620 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wind, LLC for a Route Permit for a 161-
kV High Voltage Transmission Line in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/TL-19-621 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”) and Red Rock Solar, LLC (“Red Rock”) (together, the 
“Applicants”) submit this filing in response to a data request from Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) Staff, which requested that Applicants provide a summary of the 
modifications to the layout of the Big Bend Wind Project as reflected in Big Bend’s September 
20, 2021 Supplemental and Amended Site Permit Application (“Amended Site Permit 
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Application”). Big Bend provided notice of the Amended Site Permit Application to landowners 
and other stakeholders, as described in Big Bend’s September 30, 2021 notice filing. 

As described in Section 4.1 of the Amended Site Permit Application, in response to a Settlement 
Agreement among Applicants, Minnesota Historical Society, Upper Sioux Community, and Lower 
Sioux Indian Community in the State of Minnesota (“Intervenors”), Big Bend revised the proposed 
layout, removing the 8 turbines located in the zone between 5 and 6.5 miles from the Jeffers 
Petroglyphs Site and replacing some of the lost generation by siting 5 new alternative locations 
within the Project Area that are farther than 7 miles from viewpoints at the Jeffers Petroglyphs 
Site. Big Bend also created a variant of this layout that removes not only the 8 turbines in the 5- 
to-6.5-mile zone, but also Turbines T19 and T20 located in the zone between 6.5 to 7 miles, which 
were also identified by the Intervenors as additional locations they would prefer to be removed, if 
Big Bend’s proposed alternate locations are approved by the Commission. In addition to the five 
alternative turbines sited in new locations within the Project Area, Big Bend includes one 
additional alternative turbine, A06, which is dependent U.S. Department of Defense concurrence.  

The layout in the Amended Site Permit Application also includes 5 turbine positions that shifted 
up to 605 feet based on constructability; 42 turbine positions between the initial Application and 
the Amended Site Permit Application remain the same. A map summarizing the turbine layout 
changes is included in Figure 19 of the Amended Site Permit Application and is attached as 
Exhibit 1 to this filing for convenience. 

As also described in the Amended Site Permit Application and the October 1, 2021 Testimony of 
Dylan Ikkala, Big Bend requested that the Commission waive the wind access buffer setback for 
four turbines, including turbines A01, A02, A03, and A04; Big Bend is no longer requesting a 
waiver for turbine A04 because it has obtained additional land rights. Big Bend continues to 
coordinate with landowners to actively pursue additional agreements for the remaining turbines 
and will provide any updates regarding those efforts, as applicable. 

With its Amended Site Permit Application, Big Bend submitted revised shadow flicker and noise 
analysis that reflects the updated layout. As demonstrated in those analyses (Appendices E and F), 
the updated layout complies with Minnesota’s noise standards, and no non-participating residence 
is anticipated to experience more than 30 hours of shadow flicker per year. 

This correspondence has been e-filed today through www.edockets.state.mn.us.  A copy of this 
filing is also being served upon the persons on the Official Service Lists of record.  Please let me 
know if you have any questions regarding this filing. 
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Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Christina K. Brusven 
 
Christina K. Brusven 
Direct Dial:  612.492.7412 
Email:  cbrusven@fredlaw.com 
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Figure 19
Summary of Turbine

Layout Changes

Big Bend Wind Project

Cottonwood and Watonwan
Counties, Minnesota

Proposed Turbine - No Change
Proposed Turbine - Shifted up to 605 feet
Proposed Turbine - New
Removed Turbine
Residential Structure (within
1 mile of Project Area Boundary)
Existing Substation
Access Road
Collection Line
Crane Path
Existing Transmission Line
Existing Pipeline
Snowmobile Trail
Laydown
Wind Project Substation
O&M Area
Wind Access Buffer
Project Area Boundary
Public Water Basin
Public Water Watercourse
Participating Parcel
Pending Participating Parcel
Shoreland Management Area
Setbacks
City/Township
County Boundary

*Turbines not to scale

EXHIBIT 1



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Breann L. Jurek, hereby declare that on the 13th day of October, 2021 I served true and correct 
copies of the following documents to all parties listed on the attached service lists by electronic 
filing or by depositing the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota: 

1. Response Letter with Exhibit 1; and

2. Certificate of Service. 

MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7014/CN-19-486 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/WS-19-619 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7014/GS-19-620 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/TL-19-621 

Dated this 13th day of October, 2021 

    /s/ Breann L. Jurek 
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