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FACI LI TATOR: Hell o, everybody.
W would like to actually turn it over to the
tribe to welcone us with an openi ng prayer and
a few songs. You nay stay where you are. You
may sit, if you would like, and I'mgoing to
turn it over to our host to wel cone us.

MR. MERLI N DEEGAN. Good
nmor ni ng, everybody. M/ nane is Merlin Deegan,
and | work for the tribe, culture coordinator.
So every tinme we conme together on
(indiscernible), we always try to start out
w th opening with our pipe and our
(i ndi scernible) and our drum

R ght here to ny left we have
the (indiscernible) singers. They're a | ocal
drum group. And one thing about our
(indiscernible), we all try to |live a good way
of life and do things in good ways.

And so wth that, I'll snoke the
pi pe, and then the drum group here, they're
going to sing two songs, and then we're goi ng
to start up again at 11:00. But we just want
to say wel cone (i ndiscernible).

(Si ngi ng and druns pl ayed.)

So we just want to say migwech
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and wel cone here to Wiite Earth, and hopefully
we'll all learn a |lot of things about what's
goi ng on here. And one thing that we, as
Ani shi naabe, we try to do, is we always try to
wel cone people in a good way and start off in
a good way, and we always try to talk to
(i ndi scernible), as we understand the creator,
i ke our (indiscernible) here. W say that's
t he heartbeat of our nother, (indiscernible)
G andnot her Earth or Mdther Earth.
So that's why our
(i ndi scernible) on our druns are really
i nportant and so are our (indiscernible)
Ani shi naabe, who they say that we shoul d speak
alittle bit of our |anguage in a good way and
ask for guidance so that the decisions that we
make as a whole is universal.
We forget about the unspoken
| anguage of the universe, the universe of the
earth, the universe of the stars. They have a
| anguage and t hey have an under st andi ng.
Because in our belief systens
t hey say that we, as Ani shinaabe people, if
you hear our creation story, our creation

story says that we cone fromthe stars; that
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that's in our creation story.

And in our mgration story we
cane fromthe East Coast to present day where
we are today. W were guided by the
(indiscernible). And one of the things in
whi ch that was given to us was Mahnomen, our
wld rice.

So that a long tine ago when we
m grated, we were told to go until the food
grows on the water. And back then we had a
hard time conprehendi ng, "Food grows on the
water?" So it cone to be Mahnonen.

So that's why Mahnonen i s very,
very inportant to us as Ani shi naabe peopl e of
(i ndi scernible).

FACI LI TATOR: Thank you so rmuch
for the wel cone.

W have people at the poster
board sessions. Talk to people, learn a | ot
nore about the project and EIS in particul ar.

R ght at 11:00, 11:15, we'll
gather as a full group here, a few nore
wel com ng songs, and we'll have a very short
presentati on and public comrent period.

So |l earn nore, gather around the
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posters, and we'l|l return together
around 11: 00, 11:15. Thank you.

And al so, court reporters are
avai |l abl e. If you want to give a coment now,
court reporters are on either end of the room
and we'll have them take your comment as we
speak during this poster board session.

(Meeting recessed and resuned.)

FACI LI TATOR: Al right.

Wl cone everybody. W'd appreciate it if you
woul d cone forward. For tribal nenbers and
community nenbers, please take a seat at the
table, if you can find space. W' ve al so got
sone chairs a little bit around the perineter.
Cone take a seat.

We're going to open this next
part of the neeting around a very brief
openi ng, a welcone fromthe chairman, sone
openi ng songs, and then a public comment
peri od.

So if people want to cone down,
cone take a seat, we do want to get started,
if we could. So if everybody could cone take
a seat.

Wel cone. | would ask the chair
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of the White Earth Nation to cone forward and
wel cone us, and we are really appreciating the
tribe hosting us here today.

MR, TERRANCE TI BBETTS: W do
wel conme everybody. This is a pretty historic
event for us here at Wiite Earth, to get our
word out there and start discussing these
pi peline i ssues that have been surroundi ng us
here for many days, nany nonths.

It's -- we should be | ooking at
this as a neaningful consultation also wth
t he Departnment of Commerce and everybody el se
that's invol ved here.

So | want to say thank you to
everybody for com ng out, putting up your
Power Poi nts and presentations. Thank you to
the tribal nenbers, ny brothers and sisters
here for having the drum and the pipe, doing
t he pi pe cerenpnies for us, opening in a good
way.

Is Merlin available? 1s he
going to be able to do a prayer for us?

This is just the beginning, you
know, and as the fight goes on, you know, we

want to touch base wth everybody that we can,
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to coll aborate with everybody that we can to
keep these things out of our region, you know.

What we're | ooking at is
pristine waters, keeping our wild rice healthy
and feasible for us to use through our
cerenonies and for our food stuffs. You know,
this place was put here for a reason. You
know, the mgration story that cones al ong
wth it is that we would transform followthe
G eat Lakes back to where food grows on water.

And this is where it's at, on
the White Earth Reservation in the state of
M nnesota. And the Wiite Earth Nation still
remai ns strong in opposition to these
pi pel i nes and wi t hout our consultation.

So that's what we're doing here
today is to go ahead sit down and tal k, and
hopefully that we can find a way of rerouting
t hese things around our reservation so they're
not going to affect our wld rice and our
cl ean water.

There are many, nmany things that
go on underground with these pipelines and
| eakages back into our water systens, and

we're | ooking at health-rel ated causes, and
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just to keep our environnent as clean as
possi bl e for those -- our young kids ahead of
us, our seven generations. These are the ones
that we're trying to protect and gui de and
help in a good way.

So wth that, we say thank you
and migwech to everybody for comng. | know
that we have two other tribal council nenbers
here, Kathy Goodwin fromDi strict Il and Unsy
Gene Ti bbetts fromDistrict 111, so if you
guys want to cone up and say sonething, nowis
your tine.

Wth that -- all right,
(indiscernible). | guess the pipe has already
been done and al so the prayer, so we | ook
forward to having these neani ngf ul
consul tations, you know. It's been a |ong
tinme since we sat down and tal ked one-on-one
wth each other and had this neani ngful
consul tati on

| know the EPA was up in Duluth
and we tal ked about sulfide em ssions in the
state of M nnesota, you know. And that was
intended to be a consultation hearing, but it

was nore or less themsitting down and telling
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you what they were planning on doing in
nort hern M nnesota w t hout anybody's
consul tati on

W' re not just tal ki ng about the
reservation here. Also, we're tal ki ng about
the ceded territories that we gave up in the
past years here, to the 1855 ceded
territories, 1854, in 37 areas. These are big
areas with a high popul ati on of Ani shi naabe,
our original people.

So with that, you know, we hope
t hat everybody has a chance to get up here and
speak what's on their mnd and say it in a
good, peaceful, neani ngful way, | hope in
whi ch -- thank you.

(Druns pl aying.)

FACI LI TATOR: Thank you very
much. | first want to introduce Bill G ant,
who' s Deputy Conm ssi oner of Energy for the
Departnent of Commerce, who's going to give us
al so a short welcone fromthe State and give
us a bit of information. And then I'1]I
explain the procedure for the public coment.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER BI LL GRANT:

Thanks very nmuch. Thanks, everybody, for

10
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com ng, and thanks, Chief Tibbetts, and to the
drumcircle, a very warm wel cone for us here
today. Thank you very nuch.

So the purpose of being here
today is to take comment from you, the nenbers
of the public, on the Draft Environnental
| npact St at enent .

There are going to be severa
opportunities along the way as the EI S noves
frombeing a draft to a final.

And once it is final, that wll
be submitted to the Public Uilities
Comm ssion, and they are the decision nmakers
in this matter.

As | nentioned, there will be
several opportunities along the way to provide
publ i c comrent.

In this instance we're taking
your comments here today, but if you' d like to
prepare witten comments, we wll take themin
that fashion as well. And I believe those
will be due on July 7th. So a nunber of
opportunities for comments al ong the way.

And as | nentioned, Departnent

of Commerce is the agency that's been assigned

11
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to prepare the draft. W want to provide as
much objective informati on as possi bl e about
the i npacts of the proposal to build a

pi peline in this area.

And you'll see in the back of
the roomthere are docunents that we brought.
There are several copies of the nearly
2000- page docunent.

You're wel conme to | ook at that
while it's here. W also, | believe, have
copi es of the docunent on CD and flash dri ves,
SO you can take that with you if you' d like to
review it in nore depth after the neeting here
t oday.

As | nentioned, this is the
first public neeting that we're doing in this
phase of comenting. W' Il be doi ng anot her
20- odd public neetings over the course of the
next three weeks. Join us tonight in G and
Rapids if you'd like to be involved with this
process as we go forward.

Thanks again very much for
comng. |'ll turn it back to Pat.

FACI LI TATOR  Thank you very

nuch, Bill.

12
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Thank you again for com ng, for
spending tinme at the poster boards, for
talking with sone of the staff at the state
agenci es and for being here.

My nanme is Patrick Field. I1'ma
facilitator, and I'mworking with the
consulting teamworking with the State.

So just a few things about how
the process works. W'Ill try to speak over
t he jackhammering in the back.

Whet her you of fer your comment

today verbally, you put it in the box in the

back in a witten comment, or you email it in
|ater or send it in the regular old mail, all
the comments will be equal, however you

deliver them W want to stress that.
However you deliver them all comments wll be
taken seriously and treated equally. They'll
be conpiled and shared wth the public at the
end of this public comment process.

| know if you've been foll ow ng
this project for a long tine, there's |ots of
stages and steps, and we are at the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent step, where

we're | ooking at the different routes, the

13

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Certificate of Need, and their potenti al

I npacts across a nunber of issues from
environnental justice, tribal inpacts, water,
cultural, and other. So we hope you can focus
your comments on those.

Agai n, these comments will help
informthe Final Environnental | npact
St at ement, which the Departnent of Conmerce
w |l produce after receiving all these
comrents; taking a rather hefty draft, which
is the set of volunes in the back there and
revising it per the public comment as needed
to issue a final as it goes to the Public
Uilities Comm ssi on.

So for today, the way we want to
do the public comment period is just take a
second here and we need a show of hands for
how many people want to comment so we can
all ocate the tine accordingly.

W have two neetings a day for
about three weeks, so we have to stay on tine
and use as nuch tinme as we can for people who
want to comment. W just want to allocate it
according to the coments.

A few basic rul es of the road.

14
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W want to nake sure that everyone who wants
to give voice has a chance to speak. So we
ask when people are speaking, we |listen and
don't interrupt them W are going to keep
track of the tinme just to kind of be fair to
everybody. And we want to honor the tine
limts just to give everyone, again, a chance
to speak.

Not everyone will agree. W
understand that. That's part of what the
public process is about. Wat we do ask is
peopl e be respectful of different people's
view, whatever it mght be. You don't have to
agree with it, but we ask you to be
respect ful .

We woul d ask people to take
their cell phones and put them on vibrate or
do not disturb or whatever so we don't have
sound ringers happening in the mddle of the
conment peri od.

W will end the neeting on tinme,
which is 1: 00 today, just because we have to
get to our next neeting in G and Rapi ds.

Al so, before -- in a mnute here

we're going to first see if any elders --

15
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we're going to give themthe floor first. But
first I know three people put their nane in
the box to comment.

Peopl e who want to comrent,
rai se your hands just so | can get a nunber of
peopl e who want to comment. Just hold your
hands up for a second so | can get a sense of
how many peopl e.

All right. So we're going to be
able to give people, | think, plenty of tine
to conment.

So what we're going to do --
gi ven that we only have maybe | ess than ten
commenters, we're going to track the tine
religiously. W do have a cl ock, which we'll
pay attention to just to give the speakers,
you know, given that few of speakers, probably
Si X or seven mnutes at nost just to keep on
track. That should be plenty of tine. W'l
just keep that up there when you start.

As you comment, it's
i mportant -- we have court reporters who are
recordi ng your every word, so speak sl ower
than | do. Speak clearly into the mc, which

Stacy will bring to you when we start

16
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conment i ng.

Pl ease state your nane and al so
spell your nane for the court reporter as we
start. | know that's kind of a hassle, but
t hat way we nmake sure we know exactly, for the
record, who spoke, and we won't start your
timer until after you do that.

So first | want to give any

elders in the Wiite Earth comunity who want

to speak -- we're paying no attention to tine
for the elders, by the way. |If any elders
want to speak, | want to provide this tine for

them to make any conmment they m ght w sh to.
Any elder in the comunity who would like to
speak, we will bring you the m crophone.

We can provide that tinme at the
end as wel | .

Secondly, if anybody fromtri bal
council wants to speak, we want to provide
that for themfirst, so if there is anybody on
tribal council who wants to nmake a comment to
start, we'll bring you the mc first.

Ckay. Let ne start with the
three nanes | have, and we'll go to the other

fol ks who raised their hands, so Anita Reyes.

17
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Anita, are you here? Anita -- we'll cone back
to her.

Next was Marty, |'m going to not
say the | ast nane.

Are you Anita? Good. Again
state your nane and spell it for the record.
Thank you.

M5. ANl TA REYES: My nane is
Anita. Reyes is the last nane. 1It's spelled
R-E-Y-E-S. First nane is spelled A-N-1-T-A

| was | ooking at sonme of the
posters that they got witten, and they talk
about how they need a proof of a need. The
only need that Enbridge has is to increase
their profits. The state of M nnesota needs
to protect the environnent, our life, our
wat er source, our wildlife. That is the need
of the M nnesot ans.

You' re tal ki ng about enpl oynent.
| renmenber being here at a neeting |ast fall
and the Public Uilities Conm ssion was here.
Thei r busi ness chanbers conference was here.
| remenber Enbridge bringing out the fact that
they were going to bring mllions into the

community, and | saw the wi de eyes |ight up

18
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wth greed when they heard the sound of the
mllions nmentioned.

Those mllions will not undo
irreversi bl e danage that these spills wll
cause.

The pipelines that are in line
that we have now are in the same condition
that the pipelines at Kal anazoo were in. Yet
Enbri dge wants to keep these pipelines
operational while they construct a new
pi pel i ne.

They want to abandon that
pi peline, leave it in the ground. The
chem cals that are used, the thin -- the oil
that is the tar sands that is com ng through
there is cancerous. This area, for over 28
years, a doctor told a woman it is the highest
that he's ever seen.

That cancer rate continues. In
the last year I've lost three first cousins,
and in the nonth of April | lost nmy sister to
cancer .

I once was at the coll ege and
there was a nan there, he was fromthe Arny

Corp of Engineers, and just he and | were

19
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standing there, and | said to him "Were is
this cancer comng fron?" And even though we
stood al one, he | ooked around and then he
answered ne, and he says, "We think it's in
the water."

These pipelines | eak, and either
the systemthat nmonitors the flow of the
pi pel i nes does not -- either doesn't show t hat
there's a leak when it's small, or the conpany
doesn't care if there's a leak unless it
i nvol ves a huge nonetary | oss for them

My thoughts are Enbri dge needs
to prove a need. W don't have to prove a
need. We know what happens when there's a
spill. W know that the danage caused is
irreversible. W know oil conpani es do not
have the technol ogy to undo the danage. |If
you go to Kal amazoo today, you put down a
spade shovel, pull up that shovel, you wl|
have oil.

So it is obvious |I'm agai nst the
pi peline. |'m against the expansion. |'m
agai nst the abandonnment of the old pipeline.
And just today, | was approached by soneone

who wanted to speak to nme, and I won't bring

20
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up her nane, but she said to ne, she said,
"Wel |, you know Enbridge is trying to get this
pi peline off Indian country.” And | |ooked at

her, and | said, "This whole country is Indian

country."”
FACI LI TATOR. Thank you, Anita.
We know t he sound is not great,
so what I'd ask -- | know if you're kind of in
the mddle of the roomand front, | think you

can hear, but if you're in the back, you
cannot. W want to nake sure people can hear
peopl e's voices, so if you can't hear in the
back, bring your chairs up close. W want to
make sure people can hear the speakers.

If you're in the back, please
pull your chairs forward. W want to nmake
sure that the speakers can be heard.

Ckay. Let's see, a few things.

Let's nove the clock in the right-hand corner

bottom

And t hen our next speaker, if we
can bring the mc to you, is Marty, |'m not
going to say the last nane right -- Marty?

MR, MARTY COBENAI S: Marty
Cobenais, last nane is GOB-E-N-A-I-S. | am

21
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22

wth the North Star chapter of the Sierra
Club. |'man executive conmttee nenber. [|I'm
al so a soil and water conservation supervisor
here throughout the county.

So this is kind of to you guys.
The first question, are you guys willing to
have a new pi peline go through your property,
have it abandoned, and left in your backyard?
That's basically what you guys are asking of
us to have done. So are you willing to do
t hat yoursel ves?

"Il get back to that question.
That wll be ny final one.

QG| consunption in the USA is
down 18 percent | evel past -- since 2009. The
mai n reasons -- fuel efficient cars, people

driving less, airlines flying |l ess. And yes,

we still need oil. W all cane here today in
clothes. W still need oil. Thank God we
still have oil, otherwse we'd all be sitting

her e naked.

Way back in the beginning, Harry
Ford -- Henry Ford had an option between two
fuels in his autonobiles. First, crude oil,

the second was henp oil. Henp oil -- yes, |
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said henp oil, a renewable. So would we
really be here in 2017, if we had henp oil as
our main fuel ?

W woul dn't be. We wouldn't be
havi ng this conversati on about pipelines, and
it would be safe to fall on railroads and
everything else, and it's renewable. Once
again, it's renewable. Not like this stuff.
We are getting off of this stuff because we're
runni ng out of it.

And we probably woul dn't have
Enbri dge. Sone of us woul d probably be happy
with that.

Speaki ng of Enbridge, they say
that they need this pipeline to bring oil to
us. But renenber that in 2008, they also said
they need the Alberta Clipper. And nine
nmont hs before they started the Al berta
Clipper, the oil conpanies said, "W don't
need that. W actually told you not to build
it." They tried to get Enbridge not to build
Al berta d i pper.

Last year, we just had the
Sandpi per, and due to different regul ati ons

and everything el se, they said, "Wll, we
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don't need the Sandpi per now, either. W're
going to throw that away and we're going to go
i nvest in Dakota Access over in North Dakota."
So do they really need this pipeline?

Those are two questions for the
DEIS. Enbridge states that they remain
commtted to the environnent. |In both the
Bem dji and Dul uth papers, Barry Sinonson, the
project director, stated that they anticipate
over 6,000 integrity digs in the next 15 years
for just Line 3 alone, so it's in their best
interest to just replace it and abandon it in
t he pipeline corridor.

So if you al ready have over
6,000 integrity digs planned, is it really in
the best interest to not have -- it's just
goi ng to nake an environnental nightmare. |If
you already say that it has rust and cracks
and everything else init, to just leave it in
the ground? That doesn't nake sense.

| also got to hear Barry on the
radio station the other day, and he states
t hat the pipes woul d be capped, purged, and
filled wwth nitrogen. It also says that in

the draft EIS.
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However, there would be no
electronic nonitoring like you do in current
pi pelines for pressure |oss, but they would
fly the route for | eaks.

This is interesting now.
Considering that they're going to fill it wth
nitrogen and they have to fly the routes
anyways to nonitor it if there' s any other
| eaks, how do you know when nitrogen is in the
air?

You guys look like farnmers. Do
you know nitrogen -- when you put nitrogen out
on your field, do you see it? Mre of a gas.
You don't see it, so you're not going to see
if there's a nitrogen | eak.

Thus, renenber that all
pi pelines leak. Tar sand is also the fuel
efficient -- the worst fuel efficiency. It
takes six barrels of water to nmake one barrel
of oil, which then they dilute to put
chemcals in to nake it go through the lines.

So it's probably only about four
gall ons to make that -- or four barrels to
make that half a barrel, just to go through

the |ines.
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One of the other things that
they tal ked about is that they're going to use
dans and stuff |ike that on different rivers
and different spots along the route to divert
t he water around different areas.

And yet they say that they're
environnentally friendly, but | don't know any
of us that can really replace a river as is.
So if you're going to divert on the river so
you can dig a trench in it, you re not going
to replace it as it is.

So | guess | would tell them
that they need to directionally go underneath
all waterways, not just the ones they feel are
i mportant |like the M ssissippi and stuff I|ike
that, but that they need to go underneath all,
and in the depth of up to at least 15 to
20 feet, triple wall it, make it efficient.

The ot her part that they al so
tal k about is that when they go through
swanps, they like to bury it, the buoyancy
part of it. Wat they did with Al berta
Clipper is they put four inches of concrete
around it when they went through the swanps to

keep it wei ghted down.
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And that's a | ot of concrete,
because we have | ots of swanps up here.

The interesting part -- and |
know |' mrunning over ny tinme -- is that it's
funny that we have the M nnesota Poll ution
Control Agency here, because | have one of
t heir pages here about tenporary and pernmanent
cl osure of underground storage tanks.

After five years, a gas station
that is closed is required to renove their
tank or fill it full of inaninmate objects. So
concrete or fill it full of dirt, and fill it
in, or they' re supposed to renove all their
pi pes, their tanks, and everything el se.

Earlier | said they're going to
cap the end of these pipes. It's going to
make basically a tank for them or tanks
underneath there. So it doesn't nmake any
sense not to also make them-- require themto
renove these pipelines. |It's going to do the
sane danmage.

Finally, there's going to be
sone tal k about jobs, tax noney, and |'m sure
today or even sone of these booths are talking

about jobs and stuff, and I knowin the EIS it
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does.

Currently Enbridge is in the
M nnesota tax court system asking for nobney
back; says the State overtaxed them |In
Cl earwater County al one, they're asking for
over $7 mllion from d earwater County -- that
says O earwater County has to repay them

| know there's sone different
opi nions out there and saying that -- they're
trying to get the State to say they're going
to pay it back, but in the end, it's going to
end up hurting all of us.

So basically what I'masking is
to not allow this pipeline, that | think this
pi pel i ne should not go through anywhere, as do
some of the tribes in the area. | believe Joe
Pal rer has already sent that to you guys,
resolutions fromtri bes.

So what they should do is turn
off Line 3, as it is a safety hazard, and
renove it fromthe ground permanently.

So at the end, again, | ask, are
you guys willing to have this pipeline go
t hrough your backyard or |eave a pipeline in

your backyard? Thank you.
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FACI LI TATOR Thank you. Agai n,
try to keep wiwthin seven m nutes, so we can
get everybody in.

So Bill Paulson. Bill, are you
her e?

MR. BILL PAULSON. WIIliam
Bezhig Biosh, B-E-Z-H1-G B-1-0S-H.

(i ndiscernible). Thanks for letting ne speak
here. |1'm known Englishly as Bill Paul son,
Wl Iliam Paul son, WI-L-L-1-A-M P-A-U-L-S-ON

For tracking purposes, | am
according to '55 treaty, a recognized
descendant of the treaty. M daughter is
here. She is also a descendant of the treaty.
| represent nine voting nenbers of the Wite
Earth Nation within the MCT, and |' m concer ned
t hat we have not been properly addressed
wthin the ElI S

| believe it is our right to be
acknow edged from governnent to governnent,
and | don't understand, when you are speaking
wth the State of M nnesota concerni ng our
treaty area, you are not com ng to us.

| want to know why we're in a

buil ding that resonates so loudly that we
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cannot properly be heard.

When we go forward with this
EIS, I'mconcerned that we have not had tine
to properly | ook at the waterways and how t hey
will affect our area within the '55 treaty;
the hunting, the fishing, the gathering, and
nost inportantly, the wild rice.

Qur water flows everywhere, and
to date, the pipeline industry does not have
t he technol ogy to prevent |eaks. There's a
| ot of shortcuts, and there has been no
ability to prove that this is going to be safe
for what we're | ooking for for our future.

Currently, you are overbuil ding.
You are putting pipes in this size that wll
contain, hopefully, what we're | ooking at, the
boom of o0il to continue to be able to fill
t hem

| agree with renewabl e
alternative energy, whether that is henp or
somet hi ng el se that the scientists can figure
out .

But | think it is inportant that
we | ook at our future, the future of ny

children, the future of their children, and as
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established within the 1855 treaty.

| get nore tine.

| consider nyself a cultural
partici pati ng nenber of the M ssissippi Band
Ani shi naabe with an 1855 treaty.

Everybody that is not here today
wth ne -- | brought six people wth ne,
representing (indiscernible) Turtle |Island
Canp. W' re spending a lot of tine
researchi ng what we can do to preserve our
cul ture.

As you nove forward, | no | ess
t han demand that everybody affected by the
1855 treaty be acknow edged and be visited
wth so we can speak as a whole, not as one.

Wien you're | ooking at small
meeti ngs and you' re considering the consent of
approval , the Ani shi naabe should be able to be
pul | ed together as one voice; then we woul d
represent a mpjority that has a stake in this,
according to the treaty.

For those that are living within
our treaty areas, | ask their support as we
protect your rights to clean water and good

life.
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Those are ny concerns today. |

t hank you for your tine.

FACI LI TATOR | think we have a
comment right here, | believe you wanted to
make, so we'll bring in the mc and get his

nane and the spelling and the |ike.

M5. DAWN GOODW N:
(indiscernible). M nane is Dawn Goodw n. My
Ani shi naabe nane i s Gaagi ge yaashii Kk,
GAAGI-GE Y-AASHI-I-K

| stand before you today, |
speak for many people, and | thank all of you
that cane here today. This is very inportant.
| don't even know where to begin. |'m going
to start with the Draft Environnmental | npact
Statenent that was put out. | agree that it
doesn't even barely -- it barely touches the
surface of who we are as a peopl e.

There's sone part that stuck out
wth ne as | was readi ng chapter 9 dedi cated
to the tribal resources. And as | was reading
that, | cone to one and it says, "Historically
bi rch bark, cedar was used.” |[|I'mtelling you,
we are here. W're not a was. W are is. W

use birch bark for our | odges, for our canoes,
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for food serving, for whittling our wild rice
in the traditional way. W use these things.
We pick our nedicines. W go out and harvest
our foods.

Granted, right now I'm not doing
that as nuch as | would really like to. On
Sunday | coul d have been out picking birch
bark, | could have went to the pow wow to
celebrate life and each ot her.

But no, | was at hone. | was
reading the DEIS. | was reading this federal
| ndi an | aw book, Federal Indian |aw, our 1855
treaty. Qur treaties are the suprene | aw of
the land. And it needs to be respected. CQur
people are hurting. W're tired of being
stepped on. Look at when these first
pi pel i nes were put through, 1949, we're
tal king. W have two corridors of pipelines.

Where were our people then?
Does anybody know? Oher than the native
peopl e, we know. We know what was happeni ng
to our people then. W were being rel ocated.

So we're tired of this. These
pi pelines got to go through during that tine.

Qur people couldn't defend thensel ves. They
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didn't know that they are putting these

pi pel i nes through. M nom was ei ght years old
in 1949. Did she have nmuch of a voice?
Probably not. She grew up in Bagley. | grew
up i n Bagl ey.

| want you to take -- | ook, we
are in Cearwater County. Doesn't that
resonate anything to you? dd earwater County.
Three rivers start here. W have the WIld
Rice River that flows south and west. That
woul d nmean crossed under by Enbridge pipeline.

W al ready worry about what are
there fromthe Koch brothers.

There are spills there that
haven't been cl eaned up. W know this. There
is a lady that had a spill back in 1980. It
was never properly cleaned. And she nay have
settled out of court with the Koch brothers.
We'll find out. | know it was up two years
ago.

So we have WIld R ce R ver,
which flows, and then to Mahnonen's source of
drinking water. It goes through all our
communities. Qur children fish and swmin

the river. W rice this in the fall. W pick
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berries in July, right down fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver where Enbridge woul d cross
agai n.

So here's another river that
starts in Clearwater County; the M ssissippi.
That's considered the heart of Turtle Island.
And you want to put a pipeline under that and
al so underneath the O earwater River, which
starts over -- was it First Lake or Third Lake
t here?

So we got three major rivers
starting in Cearwater County, which would all
be in danger of pipeline. Not to nmention all
the streans and creeks, not to nention the
Continental Divide. So we got water going
this way, water going that way.

W have rights. W have water

rights. This book here tells us all about it,

the rights we have. In Arizona they just won
a water rights trial -- a case.

So as we gather, no, I'mnot for
this pipeline. It needs to be -- the old one

needs to be taken out, and the new one does
not need to exi st. It's full of tar sand,

whi ch ot her people have said is very
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car ci nogeni c.

| made | ots of notes here. |
| ooked at the Draft EIS, too, and | seen in
there -- it was a msprint -- it said the Land
of 1,000 | akes, so we need to make a change in
that. W are the Land of 10, 000 | akes.

And | believe that the
Certificate of Need shoul d be deni ed because
it woul d adversely affect us. The
consequences to our society is |ess favorable.

And to al so address, does the
project conply with other laws? Well, like I
said, 1855 treaty, the Cean Water Act. How
about sulfate levels? Well, | guess we'll
change the laws and try to irradicate those,
or change the sulfide levels in the m dst of
all of this. 1It's wong.

So we learn the rules of the
gane and then you change the rules while we're
pl ayi ng the ganme. That doesn't nake sense.

| want to know how many -- how
much oil is really used per day in our
country. How nmuch donestic oil do we use
daily, how nuch inported oil is used on a

daily basis, and what is this oil used for,
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ot her than fuel for cars and buil di ngs?

Are the alternatives to plastic
bei ng produced? O course they're there. Are
we using alternatives to plastic?

W need to change as a people
what we're choosing to do. And we need to
figure out how to reduce the use of oil, not
per petuate the dependency upon it.

| want to speak about the
section about climte change. Locally, we
have noticed a drop in our water |evels, and
' mgoing to nention the Buckboard Hlls. The
Buckboard Hlls are on the eastern border of
t hi s pipeline.

Very inportant area, | don't
know. 1It's considered a geol ogic anonaly, the
Buckboard Hills. Do people know that? |
don't know if they know that, but it is.

And a geol ogical anonmaly is
consi dered because the glacier didn't scrape
it away and pushed it up and stopped there and
began to recede.

So in our Buckboard Hills, where
many people still practice the traditional

ways of gathering, hunting, they've noticed a
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ten-feet drop in water in sone of their | akes.
So speaking to climate change,
we're seeing it. W' ve seen it as harvesters,
the fluctuation and change. There's been
years where we have bunper crops, various, and
then the very next year, very few
We tal ked al so about -- also

carbon trading credits. Canada doesn't have

to do anything about their tar sand oil. They
don't need to address it. It's dirty, very
dirty oil, extrene extraction. Puts a |lot of

extra CO2 in the air. They don't have to
because of carbon trading credits.

So | really encourage people to
take the tine to really understand the whol e
pi cture here. For instance, when | tal k about
the carbon trading credits, because Canada can
say, "Well, we're doing this hydroelectric,"”
so they're trading -- "so then we're cutting
down on carbon.”

So -- which nakes it easy for
them just to continue on with their tar sand
pr oj ect .

And another thing | want to

mention is climate change. 1In the climte
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change there was nenti on of sone
el ectromagnetic storns that take place, and
this is a concern.

Al so, we are a major flyway for
birds, so the majority of our mgratory bird
popul ati on, they're born here in this area.

| also noticed what was m ssi ng,
too, is there's no nention of endeavors for
prairie restoration, wildlife habitat and
wat er restoration.

Just down the river from where
it crossed over by County 2 it says, "Save the
Streani; Coffee Pot Landi ng, "Save the
Stream"” | said, "Ckay. | wll save the
stream"”

Al'l right, and thank you
everyone for listening. | will -- | guess |
promse | wll wite a statenent, and | pl an
to attend other neetings. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR  Thank you very

nmuch.

So next we have Bewaush or Ricky
Smit h.

MR, RI CKY SM TH:
(indiscernible). I'mfromPine Point. M
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nane i s Bewaush. They call me Ricky Smth.

| have three points that | want
to make sure that these people -- for a
t housand years our people mgrated here to
this place. The Ani shi naabe peopl e noved from
the coast to be here because of a prophecy
that sent us here to a place where the
wldlife or the food was so abundant that our
f ood woul d even grow on the water.

That's our tradition. That's
our people. That's who we are. It's all tied
together. These wild rice beds that we have
here in these | akes, that's who we are.
That's our tradition. It's our religion.
It's our identity. That's who Ani shi naabe
peopl e are.

And this pipeline, this oil,
this toxins, they threaten all of that. They
threaten our identity, our food, our
tradition, our religion. They threaten
Ani shi naabe peopl e in general.

Wthout the wild rice, we have
no identity. WId r rice won't grow i n any
pollutants. W knowthat. |If a lake is

polluted at all, the rice won't cone back.
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It'"1l die. Wen the rice dies, we die.

My second point today | want to
make to all the people here that don't rely on
rice, that those rice beds, these animals, our
medi ci nes, you don't rely on that for your
life.

But | tell you what, the noney,
if you follow the noney train, who's naking
noney on this deal, they nake nobney on the
Saskat chewan. They punp them toxins through
here, through our backyard, and they punp it
to Wsconsin, Superior, Wsconsin. They put
it on a boat, and they take it out of here.

W don't get anything out of
this deal. There's no positive outcone for us
as a community, native, nonnative. There is
no positive in this.

Only negati ve outcones that nay
not happen tonorrow, may not happen next week,
but I tell you what is happening, it's
happening -- it happened this weekend. There
was a leak on a line over by Leech Lake.

That's goi ng to happen here.
It's inevitable.

My daughter is 10 years ol d.
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|'m 40 years old, as | stand here before you.
My daughter is 10. She can't cone here and
talk to you about how this will affect her
life, but I can speak to it.

In 20 years when there's
problens with this line, I'Il be 60 years ol d.
'l be 60 years old and there won't be
anyt hi ng we can do about it.

My daughter will be 25, 30 years
old and having to deal with the fact that our
rice beds, our way of life, is being affected
by sonet hing that her dad could have st opped.
Her dad had an inmpact in that. He could have

sai d sonet hi ng.

Like | said, this won't be -- it
won't be ny problem If this |ine goes
t hrough, it won't be ny problem 1'Il be 60
years old. Hopefully I'"ll be living in

Fl orida on a beach soaking up the sun.

But | tell you what, 'l still
be eating wild rice, blueberries, because
that's who | am

So I worry about ny daughter. |
worry about ny grandki ds and those kids,

because this is our hone, no matter what. | f
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we up and | eft because there was a problem
here in our rice, our water was polluted, and
we had to go sonepl ace else, it wouldn't
matter. This would still be our hone.
Because for a thousand years, thousands of
years, this is the hone of the Ani shinaabe
peopl e.

That | ake out there, that | ake
out there, mght seemlike it belongs to these
peopl e here that live right here. It doesn't.
It belongs to all of us. On the other side of
the | ake there's a | andi ng, Ponsford Landi ng,
because our people from (i ndiscernible), our
peopl e from Ponsford cane to that | anding, and
that's where we harvested our rice for years;
years and years and years.

| ask that you | ook inside of
yoursel f, you | ook inside of the eyes of those
children and the people who are going to be
affected by this, and you don't take the
selfish look at it and say, "Wll, 20 years,
|''mgoing to be dead and gone."

You know what? In 20 years,
themkids wll still be here. 20 years, ny
grandkids will hopefully be here. And we'l|
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be out there in the Landing, and she'll be
teaching her kids howto rice, because that's
who we are.

FACI LI TATOR So if | could see
a show of hands for those fol ks who haven't
comment ed and want to.

So four. Try to keep it to
roughly seven mnutes if you can. Cone
forward and spell your nanme for the court
reporter, if you woul d.

MR, ANDREW STRUSS: Can everyone
hear ne? M nane is Andrew Struss,
AANDREW ST-RUSS

| am now part of the Canp Turtle
| sl and here of White Earth. | was recently
forced out of Standi ng Rock at gunpoint. |
would like to rem nd everyone that a good idea
does not need to be enforced with viol ence;
that a prayer canp, that our religious freedom
is being infringed upon by people wth guns,
and it's not in the nane of public interest.

It is in the nane of greed. It is profit and
that is sinply it.

Qur politicians have sol d out

because the | obbyi sts have gi ven t hem enough

44

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

scraps of paper to satisfy their need.

And what we need to do is
realize the inportant things here cannot be
bought, and the people with integrity need to
| ead the community. | ask our tribal counci
menbers to stand with the greatest of
integrity, to stand and say no to the noney,
to take the threats, the threats of viol ence,
the threats upon your famly, and | want you
to stand up defiantly in the face of this

gr eedy nonster.

It's really -- we don't need the
oil. W know there are plenty of
alternatives. |t does not take a rocket

scientist to figure out that God's sun can
provide all the energy we need, right, and
t hat henp and ot her things nentioned before
are renewabl e, sustainable, and wth our
wonderful, arable farmland, we stand to have
fields of green gold. So M nnesotans, native
M nnesotans, it's in our nane, sky-col ored
water, so let's keep our water clean.

W have so nuch of a vested
interest in our water, in our waterways. Wen

it cones to fishing, angling, we have -- when
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it cones to the Departnment of Natural
Resources, we |look at the |licensing, the fees,
and all of these things can stinulate an
econony, right, and with us, we can grow our
econony. W can literally grow our econony.

We can use buffer crops grow ng
henp al ong the watersheds to renedi ate the
soil to |l eech sone of those toxins out of
wat er .

Wth this pipeline, they're
ri sking not just this community but everything
around the watershed. And they are so
shortsighted that they don't understand the
i npact of their actions. They don't
understand the |l asting inpact that these
t hi ngs have.

Abandoni ng the line; they have
no plans to renediate the soil. This is
ridiculous. This is preposterous. They do
not need the oil, as sinple as that.

If we return to the natural,
sust ai nabl e ways, we will see that we can
generate our own prosperity. W plant seeds
for our children's prosperity, for our future

generations; that God has given us everything
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we need and we have a bounty in front of us.

If we do not preserve -- we nust
be conservative with our natural resources.
We nust preserve themat all costs. QI is a
finite resource, and you cannot nake infinite
profit off of finite resource. The business
nodel will coll apse upon itself.

So end the greed. End the --
nmoney is -- it's fake. [It's debt-based
currency. It's scraps of paper. You are
selling your souls out for a piece of paper.
There's nothing tangi ble attached to that.
Remenber that, that you're selling out future
generations for a tenporary satisfaction.

Pl ease just keep this in m nd.
Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR | think there's a
commenter right here and to ny |eft here.

G ve your nanme, and if you could spell it for
the court reporter.

M5. NI COLETTE SLAGLE: Ni colette
Slagle, NI-COL-E-T-T-E; Sl agl e,

S-L-A-G L-E
So | have a nunber of conmments

and concerns about the inpact statenent. |
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think Jam e and everybody el se knows where we
stand in general on the pipelines.

And we've been conpiling --
we' ve been busting our ass trying to get
t hrough these 5, 000 pages of techni cal
information and try to nake sense of it and
summari ze our comments and concerns. And we
do have one draft of our comments and concerns
ri ght now back here on our back table.

We're going to be editing this
and revising this as we go through these
meeti ngs and hearing what ot her people are
saying, and we wll be sharing that on our
stopline3.org website.

On top of that, though, what we
have in our highlights reel, there's sone
specific concerns that | have, is that this
whol e docunment seens to be taking what
Enbri dge says at face val ue.

There's no anal ysis of the fact
that well, maybe, just maybe, they won't
actually follow the requirenents of their
permts.

Again and again in the docunent

it says there could be all of these different
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i npacts, we know of all these different

I npacts, but Enbridge will be able to devel op
a mtigation plan to stop those inpacts. But
what we've seen through the history of

Enbri dge's operations is they don't foll ow
their mtigation plans, and they end up nuking
t hi ngs wor se.

In fact, | was | aughi ng because
| didn't read through all the sections,
anot her col |l eague read through a section, and
" mjust going to read this one because |
can't believe it, "The DEI S acknow edges t hat
the addition of tenporary cash rich workforce
i ncreases the likelihood that sex trafficking
or sexual abuse will occur. This will hit
Native American communities the hardest."

But the DEIS dism sses this
probl em qui ckly, saying that, "Enbridge can
prepare and i nplenent an educati on plan or
awar eness canpai gn around this issue."”
Because Enbri dge has so nuch experience
dealing with sexual trafficking and abuse, |I'm
sure their mtigati on program woul d be super.

In addition to the fact that

this realization that Enbridge is constantly

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

violating the terns of their permts and their
mtigation plans, is the fact that the
abandonnent section is approximately 14 pages,
and while there is a short analysis of the
potential inpacts of abandonment, there is not
a full plan for what Enbridge needs to do to
get that pipeline out of the ground, and what
it's going to cost, and what it's going to
take to restore that corridor.

Because that is what these
people need in this area, is that pipeline
needs to be out, because it goes through
tribal |ands, and they have said they want it
out, and that's what's going to have to
happen.

In addition to that, Enbridge
isn't going to be able to conme in and hire
outside contractors and cone in and clean it
up and do whatever they want to do, however
they want to do it, normally.

No, Enbridge is going to have to
establish a fund that they're going to train
the tribal nenbers on how to do this cl eanup.

Sonme ot her sections, their

restoration practices after the devel opnent of
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this corridor. 1t's |aughable what they think
that they're going to be able to do.

Basically they have this diagram
where they' re going to be taking off the top
soil and piling it on site, and vehicl es may
or may not be driving over it.

There wi Il probably be equi pnent
put on it at sone point in tine. This wll
conpact the soil greatly, in which they then
plan to just dunp back into the trench and tap
it down nore and then throw sone oats on it.
And that is their restoration plan for
wet | ands.

Even in areas where wetl ands
have been restored using state-of-the-art
practices, even a hundred years after the tine
t hat they have been restored, they're still
not fully back to their original ecosystem
functioning. So how is Enbridge going to just
throw sone oats and conpletely fix the
pr obl enf?

Another thing we realized is
that there's no anal ysis of what m ght happen
in Duluth if there's a catastrophic spill in

Superi or.
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In fact, Duluth isn't even
having a neeting at all on this inpact
statenent. And let ne tell you, we just spent
a couple days in Duluth. They're not too
happy about that.

You know, | don't even know how
much | want to get into this whole section
about the tribal inpacts and how t he i npact
statenent addresses the fact that, yes, there
wi Il be disproportionally |large inpacts on the
nati ve comrmuniti es.

But agai n, Enbridge's great
mtigation practices will, you know, settle
themdown a little bit.

Let's see, | think that they had
a cost. | want to talk alittle bit about the
cost and the greenhouse gases and how you
anal yze that.

You used a nunber of the soci al
cost of carbon, which | believe you used |ike
the m d range EPA nunbers, which was |ike
about $39 per netric ton per year or
somet hi ng.

So |'ve been working on this

anal ysis for a couple years now of what is
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really the cost of this pipeline corridor
goi ng through M nnesota. |'ve used a nunber
of different neasurenents, and | will be
submtting a full docunmentation of where | got
t hese nunbers.

But the first two rows are the
cost to renpbve carbon fromthe at nosphere once
it's already in there. And we have to realize
we cannot just let these oil conpanies do
what ever they want and | et nmassive anounts of
carbon into the air, because that is not the
right decision for the future of this planet.

The second two neasurenents is a
nmeasur ement of the destruction of the Boreal
Forest up in Canada. And this is, again, just
a starting estimate of the |l and inpacts of tar
sand. This nunber is fromthe area of the
tailing ponds that are created through the tar
sands m ning and the in-situ.

So those tailing ponds take at
| east 40 years to settle, and then even after
that, they're not really so sure how they're
going to restore those areas.

The nunbers that | have attached

to that is fromthe Penbina Institute,
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cal culating the cost of Canada' s ecosystens,
and it is a value for the carbon storage of
the Boreal Forest and the other ecosystem
services that the Boreal Forest provides to
the people in that area.

Then | al so have the estimated
acres of wetlands that wll be destroyed
t hrough the buil ding of the new corridor,
whi ch is probably | ow because I haven't
recal culated that in a couple of years. But
the price of that is $5,625 per acre wetl and
destroyed.

And then the last two lines are
t he social cost of carbon, and we actually
went with the $220 per ton based on the best
i nternational research, is the nunber that
really should be used, because the EPA's
nunber of 39 or 13, or whatever it was you
guys used, | don't renenber, is pretty |ow

So if Enbridge is going to be
able to pick and choose their nunbers and
choose the best case scenario for things, well
then, we're going to go on the other side and
pi ck and choose the worse case scenario for

t hi ngs, because we need to have a full
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under st andi ng of what the real potenti al
i npact of this is.

Vell, | think that that's nobst
of it. Mst of our other issues and concerns
are in our DIS highlight reel, and | wll
probably see you guys later in G and Rapids,
too, so | can nake sone of ny ot her comments.

FACI LI TATOR This gentl enan
right here. Nanme and if you could spell it
for the court reporter.

MR, NEAL | LLIES: My nane is
Neal , NNE-A-L, Illies, I-L-L-1-E-S. I'ma
county conmm ssioner for C earwater County.
l"min Dstrict 11l. Mst of the new
preferred route going through C earwater
County will go through ny district.

| have tal ked to many, many of
my constituents, the townships. As far as
answering Marty's question, they want this
pi peline in their backyard.

53 percent of our local levy is
paid by the pipelines. That includes services
down in this area, |aw enforcenent, nedi cal
services, different food services. Soci al

service is paid by pipeline. So yes, there is
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a |l ot of noney that cones down in this area
and t hroughout the county, thanks to the
pi pel i nes.

| wasn't going to speak so |
didn't have anything prepared, but we need to
| ook at the facts. And the facts are the
pi peline is the safest way to do this. There
hasn't been any npjor spills in this area that
woul d affect any of the wild rice beds or
anything like that.

And we can't go on these
what -i fs and coul d-bes. W need to | ook at
the facts. | guess that's all. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR: State your nane
and spell that for the court reporter.

M5. SARAH VELLS:

(indiscernible). M English nane is Sarah
Wlls, SARAH WEL-L-S. |1'ma Leech Lake
Band of G ibwe nenber. | amalso fromthe

White Earth Band of Qi bwe.

| amcomng froma spiritual
standpoint. W all start as a droplet of
water. That's what this is all about. This
is about the water.

| was over in Leech Lake
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yest erday doi ng sone investigating. W got
sone things going on actively in Leech Lake
ri ght now

On February 10, | have
docunentation of an integrity dig that was
| ess than ten mles outside of Cass Lake. Qur
Cass Lake Band of Qi bwe nenbers were not
notified of the integrity dig. W have
pi ctures of regular ground sand on one side
and it's solid black on the other side, and
the pipeline is lifted up out of the ground
three feet. W have pictures.

These are real things that are
happening to our people. This is com ng
t hrough the wetl ands. Last night | stood in
prayer and sang the water song for sone water
that is now solid black and bl ue and burnt and
snells badly of gas, it snells |ike nethane.

| reported it as a spill to
Enbridge last night. It's in the mddle of a
swanp. We were standing in knee-high water,
and | was told that it was reported as a grass
fire. | would |ike to know how a grass fire
happens to conbust in the mddle of a swanmp

that i s knee-high water unless that water has

57

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

chemcals in it which conbusted.

This was | ess than a quarter of
amle fromtowmn. | wal ked 56 steps to one of
ny elder's house who is 72 years old, and he
drinks that water every day.

|'"ve been to Kal amazoo in 2014.
We did water cerenony for the children over
there. When we did water cerenony for them
their hair was falling out of their head. W
stood with hair, gobs of their hair in our
hands, because we were praying for themfor
sacred water for the people of Flint, M chigan
for the Kal anazoo oil spill.

But what's failed to be
mentioned is that G and Rapids, M nnesota, in
1991, was the largest oil spill in the United
States. The oil spill in 1991 in G and Rapids
super sedes the one in Kal anazoo, but nobody
hears about the Grand Rapids oil spill.
MIlions and mllions of gallons, billions of
barrels that spilled into the G and Rapi ds
Ri ver.

There was no plan. Enbridge
does not have a plan of action for ice spills.

W all live here in M nnesot a.
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How nmany nont hs out of the year are we under
ice? How can they not have a plan for a spil
that is going to happen on the ice when we
are, six nonths out of the year mninmally, an
ice-filled state?

Where does that oil go on top of
the ice? Were is the inpact statenent on ice
spills? Because |'ve never heard of one, |'ve
never seen one. W talk about the | and
spills, we talk about the spills that are in
the wetl|l ands when the water is free and it's
fl owm ng, but what about that oil that's on the
ice, in the land of ice?

| don't want ny child to I ose
his hair. | don't want your children to | ose
their hair because they're drinking the water
t hat has been contam nated by tar sand. |
don't want our children to have kidneys that
are full of bl ood.

I know of an eight-year-old
little girl that died. Her kidneys failed on
her, eight years old, because she drank the
water. The ki dneys of the people in the
reservations are failing. The dialysis units

are rising. All these brand new fancy
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dialysis units are because the people's

ki dneys are failing, because of the

contam nants that we are drinking fromthe tar
sands. W are drinking it. It's in our

wat er .

| can't speak for Wiite Earth.
|'msorry, because | don't know what's goi ng
on here, but | know what's going on in Leech
Lake. And the fact is is that what we have on
paper by Enbridge is that their max fl ow ng
capacity is 2.38 billion barrels per day
t hrough the state of M nnesot a.

That's not through the United
States. That's through M nnesot a.

That's not including the
dilutant in line 13, which flows fromsouth to
north, with 267,000 barrels of chem cals that
they ship to the tar sands i n Canada.

All of that is going through our
water tables. W're drinking that in our
wat er .

You can go on the websites and
you can see where the oil plunage is in the
water tables in Cass Lake underneath the south

punping station. It's on Enbridge's web page.
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It shows the oil, the 22 wells that they' ve
inserted into that oil spill that nonitor what
the oil is doing. The oil is not com ng out
of the ground. The oil is not being
extricated. It's being nonitored. W have
wells that are being dug to nonitor what the
oil is doing in our water table.

In the neantinme, we have
children, pregnant wonen, elders. It doesn't

matter what color we are, because we all drink

the water. W all live on this land. W're
all going to die fromit. It has to stop. It
has to change. The tine is now W'Il| all

die if this doesn't change. (i ndiscernible)

FACI LI TATOR: One gentl eman
wants to nake a comment -- just aware of the
tinme. Anybody else? W can get fina
comrent s.

MR. Bl LL CROWELL: Bill Crowell,
B-1-L-L, GCGROWE-L-L. |I'mfrom Pine Point
on the southern part of the White Earth
Reservation. | was born in the Wiite Earth
Uni on Hospital in 1955.

And | wasn't going to speak here

today, but it's sort of interesting that a
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Cl earwat er County comm ssioner cones here, and
he's the only person that speaks for this

pi peline, and then he starts tal ki ng about
soci al services noney that's going to cone.

You know sonet hing, |'ve been a
|l ogger all ny life, since | was ten years ol d.
And nost of the noney that cones into Bagl ey,
the county seat of C earwater County cone off
this White Earth Reservation, and it didn't
cone by native loggers |like nyself. Probably
cone fromhis rel ati ves.

Whenever | log in O earwater
County, | want to tell that gentleman -- and |
can take himout not too many mles from
here -- when |I log tribal wood throughout the
county, | find these BI A survey pipes, and
over here is a C earwater County | and.

But the pipe's over there and
the | ogger cut over here. And every tine |
tell ny White Earth Forester, Bl A peopl e,
"What are you going to do about that, their
trespass?" Not hi ng happens.

So don't sit here and tell ne
about social services and how this pipeline's

going to help O earwater County hel p any
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nati ve person.

Now | ' mgoing to get to what |
really want to tell you about. This |ake out
here, this wild rice, when | was a young nan
over a half century ago at Pine Point, our
peopl e, all of our Anishi naabe people, | oved
the fall. 1It's a special tine of the year.

Because when we cone to this big
| ake and we go out there in the ponds for
| andi ng that ny friends spoke of, some of
t hose peopl e, sone of ny ancestors, ny
relatives -- sone still around, sone gone --
they nade over a half of year's incone, rice
fromthat | ake out there.

We're finding out our tribe now,
they say they'll pay themtwo bucks a pound
for green rice, so we got a |living wage. For
one nonth out of the year we can make a |living
wage. No thanks to C earwater County.

If this pipeline starts to | eak,
and | said it, | said it over at the TEC of
MCT, 1'd like to take a sl oop, naybe one that
that gentleman owns, and I'd like to plant a
few plants of wld rice in there, and then

let's introduce this tar sand in there.
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And | know W nona junped all
over nme about it, but if you get the right
sloop, | can clean it up. They used to do it
out in the oil patch all the time, all day.
They dig a pit. They clean it up.

So it can be done. But clearly,
we won't know -- | know sonebody spoke about
it. They said if it gets in there, it
probably is going to kill the rice.

And if they cross where they're
tal ki ng about up here, on the one that they
want, that's going to go into Upper Rice.
It's going to come down through here in this
aqui fer, ready for Cass Lake.

Those deep aquifers, when | | og
in a swanp in the wintertine, you can wal k out
there in 40 below, and those trucks are going
i ke that. Wat does that tell ne? That
water's 60 to 80 feet below ne. And if that
contam nation gets in that water, you' re not
stopping it, you're not cleaning it up.

So they can take their oil
pi pel i nes and they can keep themin Canada,
because if they need to get rid of Canadi an

oil, do it in Hudson Bay. They don't need to
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cone over here to Superior, Wsconsin. |
don't need it. It ain't going to do ne any
good.

You know, | paid ny way, all ny
life. But this pipeline, like that gentl eman
said, it ain't going to bring nothing to
Cl earwater County. It ain't going to bring
nothing to the Whiite Earth Reservati on except
maybe it may end our wild rice.

And if it does, like that
gentl eman said, ny friend from Pi ne Point,
our -- we're dead. If it kills the wde rice,
it kills us. There's nothing about this
pi peline that's worth taking that chance.

Il was up in the oil field in
2008. By 2010, both ny ki dneys were down to
10 percent, and that's what | did. | haul ed
dirty water for Mssouri Basin Trucking. |[|'m
telling you right now, you don't want to ness
wth it, because |I'mjust now getting back on
nmy feet.

So don't tell ne what it can't
be or what it won't be, because |'ve seen it.
|'ve seen the dirty part of it. |'ve seen the

financial part of it, and there's no gain for
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us as a people at Wiite Earth, Leech Lake, all
the way over to Fond Du Lac.

My good friend who's the
chai rman of the Fond Du Lac Band, he's al so
t he president of the Chippewa Tribe, he knows
there's no future in this for us as native
peopl e.

W got to fight this every way
we can. There is just no way that we need or
want this. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR: So as we begin to
bring this to a cl ose, anybody el se who wants
to make a public conment besi des the gentl eman
in the red cap, and then we're just com ng
back here. So the gentlenman in the red cap
first, and then the gentleman in the white
basebal | cap second.

MR DENNIS RITTS: My nane is
Dennis Ritts, DE-NN1-S, RI1-T-T-S. I ve
| ogged around this country for 30 years. And
" mnot a speaker. But after | quit | ogging,
| " ve been driving truck over the road, so |'ve
been in all 48 states and all the other Canada
provi nces since '07.

A few things, |'ve haul ed stuff
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for the pipeline and oil fields and stuff.
They're real fussy about their equipnent,

paint in their pipes and stuff. If | hau
pipe, | can't get a scratch on it because it's
newer stuff than what they used to have. |
haul a lot of stuff for them

Anot her thing, last year in
2016, there was nore vehicles traveling nore
mles and worked nore fuel than ever in our
hi story |l ast year, in 2016.

Ckay, another thing, too, that
| ' ve observed renewabl e fuel. GCkay. It takes
fuel to grow crops. To use renewable fuel, to
me, it's taking food away from peopl e, because
a lot of this stuff that they make renewabl e
fuel out of is food that they would use for
i vestock feed, which of course, goes to food
for people.

There's oil on this pipeline
now. The way | understand, it would be from
Saskat chewan down to Superior. That woul d be
refined there, and unl ead fuel would be used
| ocally, and would be all shi pped overseas, is
the way | understand it.

They had a proposal about taking
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it to the West Coast, which would be over the
mountains. That's just what |'ve heard.

Anot her thing, clinmate change,
|'mthe sane age as the | ast guy that was up
here. Wen I was a kid, we used to have awf ul
deep snow in this country and it got terribly
cold. It's a lot warnmer now than it was when
we were Kkids.

Part of this -- | don't know
about the pollution stuff and everything, but
when you drive through big cities where it's
all concrete and buil dings and hi ghways and
stuff, ny tenperature gauge in nmy truck, it'll
go up two, five degrees warner in cities.

And so, to ne, |'ve seen just a
trenendous anount of stuff bei ng bl ackt opped,
pavement, and nore people. To ne, that's got
alot to do wth our climte, you know. But
it's so huge, | have no idea for sure.

| have 160 acres over there,
whi ch has a pipeline that runs through it now
There's four lines there. One of the lines
was put in in the early '60s. And |ast
year -- within the last two years, they dug up

sections of that pipe four different tines,
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and t hey planned on repl acing that one, and
basically, yes, their stuff has alife limt
to it.

So the line going across Line 3,
| believe it should be shut down, because |
know where it noves now. | don't think they
ever got permts in what we have in the way of
restrictions now, and | don't know where it
should be. But |I know that they | ooked about
com ng across ny |land on one side or the
ot her -- property lines.

They spent two years | ooking at
frogs and bats and birds and every ot her
thing. There's always trespassing on the
pl ace, you know. But they always ask
perm ssion to go out there and stuff, so --

Peopl e have a right to be
concerned about pollution, the |ikes and
stuff, but they tell ne that they have punpi ng
stations. They can tell if there's a | eak by
the pressure drop, which is recorded all the
tinme, but yes, there's going to be a | eak.

The nbst dangerous way to
transport oil is by truck, because there's all

ki nds of goofy drivers out there that try
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to -- but of course, you're just going to have
one truck that's -- | don't know what you
consider a small spill -- I think 12,000
gal | ons.

O in atrain, but they had a
train caught on fire out in North Dakota |
think three years ago, and they just made the
ruling on it. The trunnion, the wheels on the
thing, they were too light for the rail car,
and then they built the rail car too |light of
material, so they burnt through, and then of
course it burnt a |lot of cars.

So they -- all the newrail cars
you see out there, they're going to fill out
the rail pretty soon.

So that's just a few of ny views
and opi nions. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR: | think we have
one nore gentlenman right here. State your
nane and spell that, please.

MR, LAWRENCE FAI RBANKS:
(indiscernible). L-A~-WR E-N CE, Fairbanks,
just like the capital of Al aska,
F-A-1-R-B-A-N-K-S.

Request for everybody to support
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to not have this pipeline cone through. |
listened to a | ot of good words here today,
and I think all these words conme from right
fromour own heart.

If you | ook at the four elenents
of life that we need to survive that the
creator gave us -- and one of themis water,
air, fire, and all the ani mal ki ngdom and
pl ants, two-1egged, four-|egged, w nged ones.
| don't know how many people are hunters or
fishermen. A lot of us depend on the aninals
to live. They call North Anmerica and South
Anerica Turtle Island.

If you look at it, it resenbles
t he M ki nak. If you | ook at the M kinak, if
you | ook at the back, it has 13 squares al
around to make that turtle's back. And then
there's other little small segments that go
around that turtle, that represents our days.

That 13 segnments represent the
13 rivers that flow here on Turtle Island,
there's 13 of them Of those 13, they branch
off intolittle rivers. Kind of Iike your
vein in your arns or your |legs, all through

your body is like the veins. It's |ike our
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bl ood that we have punmping t hrough our bodies.
When one of those arteries gets taut, we find
that there's conplications in the human life.

Qut of those 13 rivers, you
notice that we have the dans that they nade
years ago. |If you think about it, if you have
a | oved one that had heart inplications, they
put stents, and they fix those veins to nake
you |ive.

That's what they did in those
rivers. They put stents in themto hold back
the water. All of ours is different
wat er sheds that gives us everything we need
for life. That's what | was told by the
el ders.

W're all affected by this. Not
just here, Wiite Earth, but all over, and what
you' ve seen over the years, you know,
pollution. It's not just fromthe oil, but
it's from nmanufacturing conpanies to, you nane
it, farmng, and all this flows into the
water, and pretty soon we're not going to have
any water.

Qur wild rice preserves are al

over from Wsconsin, Mnnesota, up into Canada
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alittle ways. That was part of our prophecy
when we canme fromthe East Coast, |ike ny
friend R cky explained. That was a vision
that was for us to mgrate over this way, |ike
you said, to where we woul d cone across where
the food grows on the water.

For years and years and years,
that's where the Ani shi naabe people used to
eat, and sonetines that's probably all we had
to eat.

So | just want to have everybody
take a good | ook -- especially Enbridge --
really think about how you're going to affect
not just native people but non-native people
as wel |.

We' re tal ki ng thousands of
people, fromthe elders all the way down to
the ones that are not even here yet.

There's a reason why the creator
put all the water here for us. |If he didn't,
we woul dn't even be having this neeting. |If |
was to take a cup of water from where the
headwaters start, | could probably drink it
and feel pretty good about nyself, but if I

were to go all the way down to the end of the
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M ssissippi and | was to take a cup of water,
| probably wouldn't be able to drink it.

Renenber, there's a tine |ong
ago where you could probably stick your hand
in a mud puddl e and cup that water and dri nk
it.

But now we go to the store and
depend on water to give our babies, ourselves,
to drink, and even put noney on that water.
So now it even costs us noney to |ive and
drink that water.

It's even nore expensive than
gas. Who woul d have ever thought that that
woul d happen? So when we | ook at the whole
pi cture, how many natural clean aquifers are
left? Not many.

So we really need to take a good
| ook at what's nore inportant, to live or not
to live.

FACI LI TATOR  Any final folks
who want to comment before we begin to cl ose?

MS. MAI I NGAN | KVE:

MAIT-1-NGA-N, |-K-WE. Thank you for
allowng ne to talk today. | talk not as a
resident or a conmunity -- can you hear ne
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nore like this with the echo? O can you hear
nme better down here?

| amgrateful to cone here and
be at Canp Turtle Island. | was not born
here. | was not raised here, but | have seen
the effects here, and |'ve been asked to cone
her e.

That's sad, when we have a
fight, that we have to ask people to cone in.

Because people are dying. W
have had the opportunity to go down to Flint,
and fromtheir water there we have seen babies
cone out dead. W have seen babies cone out
Wth issues, with problens, and it sounds |ike
that's what's happening at Leech Lake. So
what happens when it happens here, where we
see cancer already rising?

| do not know the full history
of here. | wasn't born here, but | only hear
what peopl e have said and the facts that |
have researched, and it's not okay.

| 1 ook over here, and | see that
t hroughout all routes are going to be circling
water. Well, isn't Mnnesota the | and of

10,000 | akes? 1Isn't when it hits one water,
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it hits all of it?
So what happens here? M

wal king in both worlds, and | see natives here

that will all perish because of the wild rice.
And not only natives do | see dying, | see
white folk dying, too. | see Flint com ng

here. And | don't know if you guys have
really heard of Flint, but it is so sad. It
is so sad, and that's what | see happeni ng
her e.

So pl ease, Neal, please rethink
the words that you said, because your words
are going to kill everyone. Mney wll cone
fromother places. |It's anmazing what happens
when sol ar energy and wind is invol ved, and
when you can get noney from ot her things.

But what's inportant is that the
noney to give Social Security, what happens
when there's no hunans to give that Soci al
Security noney to?

So from soneone outside | ooki ng
in, please rethink your statenent, because
it's going to kill everyone here.

And thank you for letting ne

talk to you guys today. | wasn't going to
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talk. As you can see, |I'm shaki ng, because
| *' m shaken up by what is happeni ng here.

Thank you all for being here to
tal k about your community, and to tal k about
what' s happeni ng, and thank you for letting nme
| earn nore, because | don't see anynore
meeti ngs happeni ng after this when everyone's
dying of water. So what happens then when
it's too late?

FACI LI TATOR We're running
toward the end of our tinme together for this
meeting. |Is there anybody el se who wants to
make a final conmment?

DAVW GOODW N: (i ndi scernible) I
want to nmake one last final comment.
GAAGI-GE Y-AAS-HI-I-K Everlasting
Wnd is ny nane.

Sol'dlike to |leave with you
this: | noticed in the DEIS, it tal ks about
hi storical trauma. A friend of m ne said,
"Yeah, things happened to us in the past, but
hi storical traunma doesn't exist." And |
| ooked at himand he said, "We're still living
it."

The people that aren't here
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today, our fellow tribal nenbers, they're
experiencing contenporary trauma. They can't
handle this. They leave it up to us. They
trust us. | speak for many people that are
not here; hundreds, thousands.

Qur M nnesota Chi ppewa Tri be has
42,000 nenbers. So we're living contenporary

trauma. This is traumatic to ne. | nade a
vow to learn ny | anguage. | can't even touch
the surface. I'mstill at elenentary |evel,

because ny mnd is so filled in how |I'm goi ng
to beat Enbri dge.

That's what | do for fun, ny
spare tine. |'mreadi ng about the
environnent. |'mreading about water. |I'm
readi ng about what's comng fromthe air,
what's being sprayed on our fields. It's
comng fromall directions.

To allow this to go through is
not right. So everybody in this room you
have an obligation to protect the people,
protect that baby back there, their future.

So | tell you, you need to
| ook -- this has becone an ethical and noral

I ssue. Don't continue to traunatize us as a
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people. W' ve had enough. The tinme is nowto
change, to nmake anends wth.

W made those treaties in 1855
so that we could live in peace. And if you
| ook at the state seal, we have a native on a
horse and we have a farner with his plow,
pl ow ng through the fields.

W need to be able to live
side-by-side. W need to quit maki ng bad
busi ness ventures, venues, whatever. | wll
not need to start thinking -- they were
tal ki ng about we needed to end our dependency
on oil 50 years ago, over 50 years ago, and
here we are again, tal king about it again.

So if we were tal king about it
50 years ago, why didn't anything happen? Wy
are we back here again tal king about it? And
| think we need to really get over dollar
signs. Once you get passed the dollar signs,
then that truth cones out.

What's nore inportant? Water, |

want you to think about it. How did you use
water today? 1'Il tell you how | used water.
| got up, | was thirsty, very, very thirsty.

| needed to have a drink, so | went to ny tap
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and | got a drink. Sone people can't do that.
| went to the bathroom | brushed ny teeth.

| took a shower. | made coffee. | gave the
dog and the cat sone water.

| was sitting here, got a little
thirsty, | went back there, tried sone water.
| could taste that it was sone chlorine or
sonething in there. But we have a spring on
t he other side of the | ake where we can --
it's a flowwng well. W can go and get water.

Last year, here in R ce Lake, we
had two storns that took out the electricity
and in the rest of Cearwater County, too.
Sone people were out of electricity for days,
weeks, and what did we find was nost
i nportant? \Water.

It was the nost inportant. So |
want to | eave with you that.

M i gwech.

FACI LI TATOR: We have tine for
one nore, so you're it. If you could state
your nane and spell it for the reporter, that
woul d be very hel pful.

MR. SAM CROANELL: Sam Crowel |,
CROWE-L-L.
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My Dbrot her spoke awhile ago. W
grew up on a |l ake about 15 mles south of
here, Long Lost Lake, and he was tal ki ng about
water. We didn't have -- all we had was an
outside punp. In the wintertine we had to get
our water fromthe | ake, and | remenber ny
sister went down in the norning to chop the
ice out of the | ake and she chopped it, went
in the water, and ny dad got nad because our
wat er was cont am nat ed.

And |i ke the | ady said, when you
| ose your water, you | ose everything.

Now, | live down in the
sout hwest part of the reservation, the
sout heast corner of the reservation. Farm and

contam nants down there. Mdist of the people

down there -- the roads are contam nated, they
have to buy water. | buy 12 gallons of water
a week just to drink, because | can't -- the

wel | s are cont am nat ed.

That's what can happen if you
get this oil and they have a major spill,
but -- and | would like to state, state to
peopl e that are here today, | have a firm

belief that it isn't going to nmatter what
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these 22 neetings cone up wth, because |
think the decision's already been nade.

If you go to the | ake, the
pi pe's already piled there. They bought | and
all the way through. They're not going to
give that up. I1I'dlike to talk to the State,
prove ne w ong.

After these 22 neetings, show nme
t hat they have not already changed their m nd
and made a decision for them Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR:  Last speaker.

MB. | RENE AUGQ NAUSH: My nane is
| rene Augi naush, AU GI-NNA-US-H I'ma
former White Earth tribal council nenber for
18 years. | was elected, and | want to -- |
want everyone to know that | am adamantly
agai nst this pipeline conm ng anywhere near our
Ri ce Lake.

Qur | ake is the biggest | ake
wWwth riceinthe country. And we -- this is
our culture. This is our cultural food. This
is our traditions. M grandpa and ot her
relatives used to sit down at the bridge. W
had planks put in in the river at the bridge

so that we'd have water to grow the rice, and

82

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

t hey knew when to take the pl anks out.

They sounded t he shot guns
because the people down the river, | don't
know where it all goes out towards Ada, that
way, those farmers would sneak up and pull the
pl anks out trying to ruin our rice.

So they sent them w th shot guns,
and they fought to save our rice and our Rice
Lake, and we are going to fight to save our
rice again, just like our ancestors did.

M i gwech.

FACI LI TATOR: Thank you,
everybody, for the tine that you spent today
| earni ng, tal king, and commenting. Again, the
court reporter has captured all the comrents
today and that will be part of what all the
state fol ks who will be working on this wll
be review ng and thi nki ng about regarding the
revision for the draft for the final.

| think we said July 10th is the
end of the formal public comment period, so if
you want to send in a witten coment, you can
do so until July 10. And that will be the
deadline, and we'll take those in and proceed

wth the analysis of all the comments from
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t hese neetings and everything we receive in
witing as well.

So |l think with that, we thank
everybody. W thank the White Earth Nation
for hosting us, for the marvel ous nusic and
drumm ng, and we'll look to you guys to cl ose.

(Si ngi ng and druns pl ayed.)
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DEISMEETINGS - 14-916 15-137

BAGLEY - 10:00 A.M. June 6, 2017
addition (3) 30:20 50:3 babies (3)
$ 49:13,24;50:16 alternatives (3) April (1) 74:8;75:12,13
address (2) 37:2,4,45:14 19:21 baby (1)
$220 (1) 36:11,38:10 always (5) aquifer (2) 78:22
54:15 addressed (1) 3:11;4:4,6;69:14,15 64:14 back (30)
$39 (1) 29:17 amazing (1) aquifers(2) 5:10;8:10,24;12:5,
52:22 addresses (1) 76:14 64:15;74:15 23;13:10,13;14:11;
$5,625 (1) 52:9 amends (1) arable (1) 18:1;21:10,13,15;
54:11 adversely (1) 79:2 45:19 22:12,22;28:4,11;
$7 (1) 36:9 America (2) area (13) 34.16;40:25;48:9,9;
28:6 affect (6) 71:12,13 12:4;19:16;28:16; 51:10,18;65:20;
8:20;30:5;36:9; American (1) 29:23;30:5;37:15; 66:15;71:16,17;
A 42:3;56:9;73:13 49:16 39:6;50:11,53:17; 72:11;78:22;79:17,
affected (4) amount (1) 54:5;55:23;56:1,8 80:6
abandon (2) 31:13;42:11,;43:20; 68:16 areas (6) backyard (5)
19:12:24:12 72:16 amounts (1) 10:8,9;26:5;31:23; 22:8;28:24,25;
abandoned (1) again (19) 53:10 51:14;53:23 41:11;55:20
228 3:22;12:22;13:1; analysis (5) Arizona (1) bad (1)
Abandoning (1) 14:6;15:7,18:5;23:8; 48:20;50:4;51:23; 35:19 79:9
46:17 28:22;29:1;35:3; 52:25;83:25 arms (1) badly (1)
abandonment (3) 48:24,24;52:12; analyze (1) 71:24 57:18
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