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M5. VENDY ULRICH My nane is
wendy Urich, WE-NDY, UL-RI-CH W, as
nati on, have a history, right up to this
current tinme, of not honoring our pacts,
agreenents, and treati es.

W are |learning that when this
happens, our consci ences conpel us to take out
of the ordinary action to turn around policies
and decisions that we don't agree with and are
not right.

I am not of indigenous heritage
so | do not speak for the original people on
this | and.

| speak as a citizen and a

benef actor of our collective history who is

a
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| ear ni ng about and observing our native
nei ghbors' historic relationship with Federal
and M nnesota government.

In Table ES-1 titl ed,
"Certificate of Need, Alternatives and
Criteria,"” of the DEIS, a series of questions
are shown at the top which the Public Uilities
Conmmi ssioner will use in making the decision
whether to grant a Certificate of Need to
Enbridge, and if granted, to decide on nethod
of oil.

So then this process is about
granting a Certificate of Need, and if that
need is granted, then to decide how oil wll be
transport ed.

One final question at the top of
this table asks, "Does the project conply with
ot her | aws?"

At this point there is an
omssion in this table. It does not include
the simlarly inportant question, "Does the
project conply with state and federal
governnents -- does the project conply with
state and federal treaties wth affected

i ndi genous gr oups?"
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Qur nation, in this case by way
of M nnesota government, nust abide by the 1855
Treaty signed by the federal government with
the i bwe peopl e.

From Honor the Earth -- we saw
their stand near the back of the room-- from
their organi zation's, "Wiat we need to know, "
Line 3 resource. The pipeline, "threatens
critical resources on Qibwe treaty | ands where
tribal nmenbers retain the right to hunt, fish,
gat her, and hold cerenpny, and travel." That
is in the treaty.

Destruction of forested and
wet | and habitat and | akes within the 1855
Treaty area will result fromoil spills,
habitat fragmentati on due to the construction
whi ch affects animals, birds, and vegetation
and devel ops m cro-climates.

This is stated in the bookl et
that we've all gotten here today call ed the,
"Quide to the Line 3 Public Meetings for the
DEI S - Executive Summary," and it's on page 32.

Al'l of Enbridge's proposed routes
and virtually all of their preferred routes go

t hrough the 1855 treaty | ands of
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north-central -- and that spans all the way
fromthe east to the western border of our
state -- northern and all northeastern
M nnesot a above Lake Superi or.

All these areas include pristine
wild rice |l akes inportant to our nei ghbors'
cul ture.

I'mgoing to ask this question:
Is it right to construct a treaty back in 1855
savi ng hunting, fishing, gathering, wild ricing
for indigenous people, then alter the | and,
rivers, |lakes, and wetl ands by practices that
| eave them | ess useful ecologically and
culturally -- sorry -- that | eave them| ess
useful ecologically and culturally and
environnental |y harnful ?

| support the G ibwe people in
opposing the Line 3 oil pipeline.

| believe there is an om ssion in
Table ES-1 of the DEIS used in the
deci sion-making criteria granting a Certificate
of Need for Enbridge's Line 3 tar sands oil
pr oj ect .

W must honor our treaty with the

g i bwe peopl e.
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Thank you.
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