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Q: Does system alternative SA-04 follow the Alliance natural gas pipeline?

A: Yes, SA-04 is proposed to follow the Alliance pipeline through south central Minnesota. The
Alliance pipeline is one of several natural gas pipelines in Minnesota.

Q: Isthere a regulatory approval or notice required when a pipeline operator adjusts or
changes the blend of the oil being transported in a pipeline?

A: At this time, there is not a federal or state regulatory approval or notice required when a
pipeline operator adjusts or changes the blend of oil being transported in a pipeline. The
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA) requires that any hazardous liquid being transported be chemically compatible
with the pipeline, including all components, and any other commaodity that it may come into
contact with while in the pipeline (49 CFR 195.4).

PHMSA requires pipeline operators to report a change in product (for example, from liquid
to gas, from crude oil to highly volatile liquids (HVL)), or a reversal of flow that lasts more
than 30 days.

The Minnesota Office of Pipeline Safety does not require notifications regarding a change in
the blend of the oil being transported in a pipeline. Operators are required to file annual
reports which list commodity types at a high level (e.g., crude, refined product). If there
was a change in the product being transported at that level, it would be reflected in the
annual report.

Q: Will the environmental impact statement (EIS) use the federal social cost of carbon when
analyzing potential greenhouse gas impacts?

A: Yes, the EIS will utilize the federal social cost of carbon (currently $36 per ton of CO»-
equivalent).

Department of Commerce Public Advisor: Ray Kirsch, raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us, 651-539-1841
Public Utilities Commission Public Advisor: Kevin George, kevin.george@state.mn.us, 651-201-2251



mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
mailto:kevin.george@state.mn.us
http://www.eia.gov/pub/oil_gas/natural_gas/analysis_publications/ngpipeline/midwest.html
file://fp2-cougar/data/EQB/Power%20Plant%20Siting/Transmission/Projects%20-%20Active/Minor%20Alterations/Xcel%20Blue%20Lake-Wilmarth-Lakefield/Compliance/mn.gov/commerce/

