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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter provides a summary of the public meetings and public hearings, explains the 
methodology for receiving and organizing comments, and provides responses to comments 
received. 
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating 
Plant (PINGP) Extended Power Uprate (EPU) and request for additional dry cask storage was 
published on March 17, 2009.  Notice of the availability of the DEIS was sent to those person on 
the Office of Energy Security’s project contact and agency technical representative lists, and 
published in the Environmental Quality Board Monitor and newspapers of local circulation. 
 
The OES distributed copies of the DEIS to those persons requesting individual copies, former 
members of the advisory task force, local libraries and to those state agencies identified on the 
technical representatives list. 
 
A public meeting on the DEIS was held on April 21, 2009, at the Red Wing Public Library.  
Based on sign-in sheets, the DEIS meeting was attended by 47 individuals.  OES staff led the 
presentation and presided over the public meeting.  The public was encouraged to provide oral 
comments at the public meeting and to submit written comments to the OES by May 8, 2009.  A 
court reporter was present at the public meeting to ensure that all oral comments were recorded 
accurately. 
 
1.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
In preparing the Final EIS, the OES Energy Facility Permitting (EFP) staff considered all 
comments to the extent practicable.  An identification number was assigned to each commenter, 
including those who expressed comments orally at the public meeting.  Individuals who 
submitted comments in multiple separate submissions were assigned a separate commenter 
number for each submission.  Each specific comment by the same commenter was assigned a 
sequential comment number; for example, Comment 15-14 refers to the 14th comment by the 
commenter assigned as number 15. 
 
Based on the comments received on the Draft EIS, OES EFP prepared responses and modified 
the EIS (Chapters 1 and 2) where appropriate.  The EIS was also revised based on OES EFP’s 
internal technical and editorial review of the DEIS (i.e., changes made to the EIS that were not in 
response to a comment received). 
 
Transcripts of the public meeting, as well as scanned images of the original comment documents 
in order by assigned commenter number, are included in their entirety in Section 3 of this 
chapter.  The commenters and their comments are identified and labeled on each document 
image beginning with the public meeting transcripts.  All comment documents on the DEIS, as 
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included in this comment-response chapter, as well as any supporting attachments, have been 
entered into the administrative record for these dockets.  Individual responses for each comment 
are provided on the right side of each page in close proximity to the corresponding comment.  In 
cases where subsequent comments address the same issue, references are made to the earlier 
comment number for appropriate responses. 
 
Oral comments were given by 12 individuals at the DEIS public meeting; OES received 15 
written comments during the public comment period.  Table 3-1 provides a listing of the 
commenters, their assigned identification numbers and their affiliations. 
 
Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Affiliation 

1 Joan Marshman Citizen 
2 Andru Peters Citizen 
3 George Crocker North American Water Office 
4 Kristen Eide-Tollefson PINGP Study Group 
5 Roger Cuthbertson Citizen 
6 Michelle Meyer Red Wing Sustainability 

Commission 
7 Katie Himanga Citizen 
8 Michael Childs Jr. Member PIIC 
9 Lea Foushee North American Water Office 
10 Michael Childs Sr. Member PIIC 
11 Susan Johnson Citizen 
12 Andru Peters Citizen 
13 Kristen Eide-Tollefson PINGP Study Group 
14 Xcel Energy Xcel Energy 
15 Sierra Club Sierra Club 
16 Paula Maccabee PINGP Study Group 
17 Philip Mahowald Prairie Island Indian Community 
18 Lea Foushee North American Water Office 
19 Craig Affeldt Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
20 Matt langan Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources 
21 Joan Marshman Citizen 
22 Katie Himanga Citizen 
23 Kristen Eide-Tollefson Citizen 
24 Dennis Hatleli Citizen 
25 Thomas Harlan City of Red Wing 
26 Bruce McBeath Citizen 
27 Andru Peters Citizen 
28 Britta Bloomberg Minnesota Historical Society 
 


























































































































































































































































































































