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MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Good evening. M nane
is Cezar Panait. | aman engineer with the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion based in
St. Paul, M nnesota.

And we are here -- we want to wel cone you
to the Public Informati on and Environnental Review
Scopi ng Meeting organi zed by the Public Utilities
Conmmi ssion and the M nnesota Departnent of Conmerce,
and al so on behalf -- this is the application on
behal f of M nnesota Power, the local utility conpany
here in northeast M nnesota.

So a couple of logistical itens. The
restroonms are in the hallway to the left. There's a
coatroomin the back, otherw se you can use the back
of your chair. And, also, it is the policy of the
venue to encourage people to use masks in |ight of
the recent resurgence of the virus, especially for
peopl e not vaccinated, that's the venue's policies.
And M nnesota Power provided plenty of nmasks on the
tabl e, please feel free to take one or take a
couple. There is ice water and coffee refreshments
on the other sidewall

Wth that being said, we are going to go
through a presentation of a half an hour or so, |

believe, and after that the nmain purpose of
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tonight's neeting is to gather conmments and
questions fromthe public regarding M nnesota
Power's Duluth Loop Reliability Project, which is a
transm ssion |line, a new proposed transm ssion |ine.

So you see the agenda for tonight. Item
one, that's ne, I'll go over what the Public
Utilities Comm ssion does. The process, the review
process for a permt application such as this permt
at hand. And then we'll pass it over to M. Jim
At ki nson from M nnesota Power to tal k about the
project, characteristics of the project,
construction tineline, and any other questions that
you m ght have. And, also, not the |east, but
M. Bill Storm who is standing at the back of the
room and he works for the M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce, and he'll talk about his role on this
project. And then, lastly, but not the |east, we
want to open up the floor for the public to make
comments or ask questions about the project.

And before | go on to the presentations,
| want to just rem nd people that with the Notice of
the Public Meeting that was nailed out to everybody
on the project route, I'mpretty sure you've
reviewed that notice, so | want to point out your

attention that there are a couple of itens that
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m ght be hel pful.

So on page 4 of the neeting notice where
it says additional information, and we'll tal k about
this in the presentation, also, but there is
information on how to get nore information about al
the applications, all the docunments that have been
submtted to the Public Utilities Comm ssion, and
also there is information for the people on howto
sign up. |If you want to be notified when new
docunents get filed in the case, how to receive an
el ectronic notification, or the way to provi de your
mai | i ng address and you'll get printed notices in
the future. W have your nanes and addresses
already and we'l|l use the sane project contact |ist

for the second tine we hold one of these public

neetings in the project area, and that will be in
July and we'll cover that. And then how to provide
comments. M. Stormw |l give you all the details

and what are the various neans of providing
comments. So, wth that, | guess we're going to go
forward, and so these are the slides here.

So who is the Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion. The Mnnesota Public Uilities
Conmm ssion is a quasi judicial state agency |ed by

five appointed comm ssioners, and the nain role --
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and around 50 staffers. |'man engineer working in
the Energy Facilities Permtting unit of the
Comm ssi on.

And the role of the Comm ssion, the nain
role is to regulate investor-owned utility
conpani es, electric and gas, to make sure that they
provi de reasonable rates for the services that they
provi de. The Conm ssion also regul ates the
t el ecomuni cati on conpanies in the state,
CenturyLink and Frontier and simlar conpani es.

Only the landline tel ecom conpani es, not the cel
phone conpanies. That's one -- regulating the
rates, make sure they're fair and reasonable is one
side of the Comm ssion's activities. The second
main part is permtting |arge energy facilities such
as power plants, transm ssion |ines, natural gas or
petrol eum pi pelines. So every tine a devel oper or a
public utility, a public utility needs to build a
new power plant or transm ssion |ine, they have to
go through a process and obtain one or nore permts
fromthe Public Utilities Comm ssion.

So in this project here, M nnesota Power
wll need two approvals. One is for the certificate
of need, which is, in other words, justification for

why M nnesota Power thinks that the project is
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needed and useful for its custoners. And then after
the CN decision is nade, but in this process, we are
goi ng concurrently to save tine, but that's the
proper order. So the Conm ssion considers the need
first and then if the need is granted, then it wll
go to the consideration of the route permt, where
the project should be built, under what conditions,
and all those conditions. W have a generic |ist of
permt conditions that are carried over from project
to project, and al so each project gets individual
itens that are captured in the section called
special conditions for a project based on
particulars of a |ocation and mtigation itens, and
M. Stormw Il talk about those al so.

So the record devel oping during a permt
application review process involves a year-1ong
process in this case. And so the Conmm ssion builds
a record of evidence beginning with the
applications, public comments, agency comments, and
then later on wll have a public hearing | ed by an
adm ni strative |l aw judge. So all this process
culmnates with the public hearing, and the public
hearing will be held in the project area in July, in
the summer. And then the judge, we refer to the

judge as the ALJ, an admnistrative | aw judge, he or
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she will conpile or wite a report outlining the
findings of the case, recommendations to the

Comm ssion. And then the Conmm ssion takes that
report, takes the entire record of the case, and
then nmakes a neeting, a public neeting again towards
the later part of the year, and then they deci de on
the two applications at hand. So that's the rol e of
t he Conm ssi on.

So a project-specific flow chart. Those
bl ocks show the various m | estones that this project
wi |l go through. And beginning fromthe upper left.
So the application, because we are tal king about two
applications in this case, where they are identical,
M nnesota Power chose a route to provide a conbi ned
route/CN permt application, and then they j ust
eFil ed the conbi ned application, including route
maps, and all the supporting information that they
are required to provide as part of the statutory and

rule requirenents. Al the record is found in the

electronic filing system the eDockets.
So the applications were filed -- and |
don't think I have a clicker, do I? Yeah, | do. So

back in Cctober, and then the green blocks, this is
the current phase. And the significance of the

green outline neans that these are the opportunities
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for the public to provide coments and ask
questions. So we are here, this is the phase,
right, the public information and scopi ng neeti ng.

And then I won't steal M. Stornis
t hunder, he'll talk about the environnental review
required for a large project like this, and then he
wll go to issuing the environmental docunent. And
then followng that, we'll be back here in the
project area in July. And there is -- one of the
next slides offers like a table with dates attached
so it is easier for people to kind of see what the
next opportunity for learning or providing input to
the project. And then this is the m | estone where
the judge will conplete his or her report and
present it to the Conm ssion.

And, finally, towards the end of the
year, Cctober, Novenmber, that's when the Conm ssion
wll neet in a open neeting in St. Paul at the
Comm ssi on headquarters, and that nmeeting is open
for the public to attend. And nowadays we have al
the nmeetings are virtual, and | should have
mentioned that this neeting here tonight in person
wll be followed tonorrow by a simlar neeting using
the Internet, the WebEx platform with a dial-in as

an option for those people that don't want to use a
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conputer or are on the road, you can attend
tomorrow s neeting and virtually hear the sane
presentati on agai n and anot her opportunity to ask
questions or provide comments. So we are doing this
because of the pandem c.

| have to be mndful of ny tine here to
keep the pace up.

So slide six. So thisis a-- 1 won't
read all of this verbatim but | was talking about
the two approvals. The certificate of need, and so
these are the statutory and the admi nistrative rule
requi rements. These are to capture the factors the
Commi ssion is looking for in making a determ nation
whet her a certificate of need application should be
granted, and these are sone of the factors that the
Conmmi ssion specifically is looking for. This is
some of the factors, but there are nore factors, but
these are just the nmin ones.

So basically the Commission by law is
required to | ook at the benefits of the facility,

i ncl udi ng any enhancenents, benefits, for the
natural environnent. And, also, let's not forget
that this is a power conpany that needs to build a
transm ssion line, so the ultimate goal is to

enhance the quality of service and reliability that
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M nnesota Power provides as part of their business
provi di ng power to the residential and commerci al
and i ndustrial customers up here in northeast

M nnesot a.

Anot her aspect that the Comm ssion is
required by law to consider is what are sone of the
alternatives to the project. And when they talk
about alternatives, it could be a different type of
project that kind of provides the sane benefits.

And |'m sure M nnesota Power will tal k about what
the benefits are, what the role of the project is in
enhancing reliability and so forth. And the

Comm ssion is required to analyze, are there any
other project that could be built instead of this
transm ssion line that obtain the sane objectives.
And, also, if there are any inpacts to the

envi ronnent, how can those inpacts be mtigated or
avoi ded all together in the best case scenario. And
anot her alternative, it would be -- and M. Storm
will talk about that, are there any better, |ess

i npactful route segnents or conplete routes that

M nnesota Power could build instead of this, this is
call ed a proposed route. And then part of the
process will be to | ook at alternative routes or

alternative route segnents. And you'll hear about
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t hat next.

So the second approval to the route
permt that | was talking, simlarly, the Conm ssion
is required by law, and there are citations for the
applicable, I think it's Mnnesota 216E, sorry.

This is the governing statute and these are the
Conmm ssion and adm nistrative rules governi ng 7850
guiding the route and site permts. So pretty nuch
the sanme factors that the Comm ssion is | ooking for
when deci di ng whether a route permt should be

i ssued or not.

Moving on. This is the table that tal ks
about tinelines | was nentioning earlier. So these
are the various mlestones. And | won't read them
agai n, but you can see these are the main m | estones
of the permt application review process, the
year -l ong process, beginning fromwhen first the
application was filed and then the Conm ssi on
determ ned back i n Decenber that the applications
have net the requirenents in terns of content, and
then they accepted the applications as conpl ete,
that's the review process, the public review
process, which we are here tonight as that continued
review process. And then this neeting, there is

anot her neeting, virtual, and then the m | estones
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for the environnental report, and |'mpretty sure
M. Stormw Il talk about those.

And then al so the public hearing, and
that will -- the public hearing has to be held after
the environnental report is conpleted for people to
be able to review and conment on it and provide
f eedback on that report.

This is the ALJ's report. | want just to
say that we don't -- we don't have a date, certain
date, these are just tentative dates, but pretty
close to what we are trying to work towards.
Because we are required by statute to be able to --
the Comm ssion is required to, not personally, but
the Comm ssion is required to make a determ nati on
whet her the permts should be granted or not within
a year, a calendar year from when the applications
were accepted, so by that date the Conm ssion wll
have to i ssue a deci sion.

And one other thing that is tal ked about
in the notice of the neeting. |[|If you want to find
out nore information about the project, either the
CN application, or -- because they run concurrently
but slightly different requirenents. For exanple,
I'Il give you an exanpl e of where they diverge. On

the CN application, the rules require the Comm ssion
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to make a determ nation on the nerits of the
project. | was tal king about that justification
part. So we put out a notice for public comment and
a notice nainly to state agencies, but public is
wel cone to comrent on that notice, asking for the
merits of the project. Do you think that the
project is useful, should it be approved or not, so
that's the nerit that pertains only to the CN
application versus the route. So other than that,
the two processes kind of nmerge, kind run in
paral l el , but the sane steps.

So in the notice there is a hyperlink, a
web link. This is the M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce. They have the project website
specifically for each project, each application, and
if you go to that link that is tal ked about in the
notice, and | can give you a reference where that is
t al ked about, on page 5, the second paragraph, so if
you go to that link this is what you will see. This
iIs the page of the project as hosted by the
M nnesot a Departnment of Commerce. And then they
| ink various nmain inportant docunents and you can
open those up and read.

And then on the other side, you can find

out the entire record of the case by going to the
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eDockets. The eDockets is the electronic filing
systemof the Public Uilities Comm ssion. So if
you plug in the nunbers, the year 21, and then the
case nunber of 140 for the CN and 141 for the route,
this is what you see. So this is just an exanpl e.
And then just kind of for people to have an idea, am
| in the right place? Yes, you are in the right
place if you see this page. And, obviously, to see
what vari ous docunents are and on whose behal f they
were filed. And then these are hyperlinks, so once
on that website you can click on any of these
docunents and they open up. So you can read
everything that's been fil ed.

Ckay. Wth that, | think, and | hope |I'm
not forgetting anything. |If not, I'll come back up
here and clarify or suppl enent.

So that's me. | want to thank you for
attendi ng tonight's neeting and, again, my contact
information, it's up, |I'm Cezar, again. And then we
have a public advisor. Each case, each docket, each
proj ect gets a second staffer whose role is -- and
he's not here toni ght because he had a virtual
nmeeting to run fromSt. Paul, so if you have
questions about process, how do | get involved, how

can | comment, what is ny next opportunity, how do I
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sign up, M. Kaluzniak is the public advisor for
this project and he wll be designated until the
project is permtted |later this year.

So with that being said, again, thank you
for com ng out here tonight, because public process
is an inmportant aspect of what the Conm ssion does
and we val ue your input, we val ue your feedback,
your comments, because that's what hel ps each one of
t hese projects get the fair scrutiny that they need
in order for the Conmm ssion to nmake an i nf or ned
based deci si on.

And then I'l|l pass it over to M nnesota
Power to tal k about the project and hopefully be
able to answer questions either during the
presentation or later on. W'Il|l open it up for
public comrents, unless you have specific coments,
questions, during MP's presentation.

Wth that, Jim You can use the slides
if you need to.

MR JI M ATKI NSON:  Got you.

Can everyone hear nme okay? Ckay, good.
Because |' m supposed to keep this on. That's the
conpany rul es.

Thanks for com ng tonight. M nane is

Jim Atki nson and |''m M nnesota Power's Environnenta
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and Real Estate Manager. And a big part of ny job
is to oversee the permtting and the right-of-way
acquisition for infrastructure projects like this.

So the Duluth Loop Project is all about
reliability, as its nane woul d suggest. And what it
specifically is about is a transition that M nnesota
Power has been maki ng over the | ast several years
away fromcoal to nore renewabl e energy. There were
several baseload coal-fired plants, nostly on the
Nort h Shore, that have been pernmanently closed in
recent years. And as a result, we're seeing the
absence of sonme of the attributes that they used to
provide for the |local system here, the transm ssion
system here in ternms of voltage, stability and
havi ng enough power where we need it. So this is
real ly about nmeking up for what they used to provide
and doing it with a transm ssion solution instead of
anot her sort of generation.

There's really four nain parts to the
project. The first one is about 14 mles of new
115 kV transm ssion and that's nostly in Duluth and
partly in Hermantown. It starts in Duluth on the
north end and it ends in Duluth on the south end,
but in between there's quite a bit of the route that

goes through Hermantown. It's follow ng the
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existing transm ssion route the entire way, and in
those cases that existing transm ssion is al so being
upgraded or in sone cases rebuilt. So at the end of
the day we're really tal king about 28 nmles of new
or nearly new transmni ssion |ine.

There's al so a hi gher voltage conponent,
too, which is a 230 kV line, which is just under a
mle, and it goes straight north from our Arrowhead
substation up to an existing 230 kV line and it
breaks it into two separate circuits. And that
reduces the anount of line mles that are exposed to
t hi ngs that can cause outages, it inproves the
reliability of bulk transm ssion into the Dul uth
area. So a couple of significant ways that it's
adding to our overall reliability.

There wll al so be sone upgrades to our
exi sting substations, mainly Ridgeview, the Hlltop,
and Haines, and a little bit of that at Arrowhead as
well. But those are nostly within the fence |ine,
there wll be sonme fence |ine expansion at our
Ri dgevi ew sub, but pretty nodest.

And then there will be, as | had
menti oned, the rebuilding and upgradi ng of existing
transm ssion that we're followng for virtually all

of our route. And associ ated comuni cati ons

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

19

infrastructure along with that.

It says on here that 88 percent is
collocated, but it's actually nore than that, if you
consi der that part of the route right now parallels
M dway River, and we wanted to elimnate the section
that does that, it's about a mle long, alittle
|l ess. And so we propose to reroute the existing
transm ssion away fromthe river and then foll ow
that with our new circuit as well.

' mnot sure how t hat happened. COops. |
think this is out of comm ssion.

So on the screen now you can see both
routes actually are shown on this one nmap, but the
115 kV is the long portion. And let's see if the
| aser -- nope. Wiere is the |aser on here?

MR, BILL STORM The center button, the
yel | ow one.

MR JIMATKINSON:. All right. So this,
the majority of what you're seeing is the 115 kV
route. And this is HIlltop substation, this is
Ri dgevi ew up here, there's a coupl e other
i ntermedi ate ones. Over here, a short section right
here is the 230 kV build and that comes out of our
Arr owhead substati on.

The clicker is not working again. |
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think 1t's out of the proper node, which I'mpretty
sure | did. |I'mlooking for the | aser.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Ckay.

MR JI M ATKINSON: Put it back on slide
show.

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yes.

MR, JI M ATKI NSON:  Thank you.

And | kind of described already what the
route is, and I'mnot going to go through word for
word, but it follows existing transm ssion |line the
whol e way and it connects a series of existing
subst ati ons.

Here's nore of a close-up of our
Arrowhead substation and that shows how the route
cones out of there. And that, where it connects up
wth 98 line, that's where it will break into two

different circuits. Most of this is M nnesota Power

fee-owned | and already, just a snall portion wll be

addi tional right-of-way.

The route width is what we permt.
That's the area in which we would be able to site
the transmission line if we get our route permt.
And that width varies quite a bit on this project,
it all depends on the certainty, the | evel of

certainty that we have a good buil dabl e centerline
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to work wwth. So in areas where there's nore
congesti on and nore reasons why we m ght have to bob
and weave for different factors we'll probably have

a w der route.

The right-of-way is what we'll actually
need to build on once we have a route permt. So we
wll be acquiring, or in sone cases we al ready have

sufficient right-of-way to build on, but in other
cases we'll have to acquire new right-of-way. But
for a 115 kV line, we typically need a hundred foot
right-of-way to build on. |If there's two of them
side by side we can do it on 160 total. So there's
quite a bit of savings by collocating as well as the
envi ronnental benefits of doing that. A 230 kV line
needs just a little bit nore and typically that's
130 feet wide. And that would be permtting
easenent that M nnesota Power woul d acquire from
whoever the | andowner is.

Here is the two different structure types
we anticipate using on this project. And you can
see on the left side is our standard wood H-frane
structure, and | think the bulk of it is going to be
that, but there's also going to be a pretty
significant portion where we're going to be using

nmonolithic steel structures that you see on the
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right. And there's sone difference in how the
geonetry and how cl ose they can be to each ot her,
and in sonme cases it affords you an opportunity to
get through tight areas that you wouldn't be able to
do with a couple sets of the wood Hfranes, for
exanple. And they're also far nore robust, the
steel structures, but they're nore expensive and

t hey' ve got to be cl oser together.

Once we secure all our land rights and
we're ready to go there will be a couple different
stages to the construction project. But the first
one is clearing, so w need to clear all the
right-of-way. Additionally, once the line is
constructed, sone of the |ower grow ng brushy plants
can be allowed to reestablish, but all of the trees
have to go, and initially it's just pretty nuch just
cleared to the ground fromright-of-way line to
right-of-way |ine.

Once we have a cleared right-of-way then
there's a |l ot of surveying that needs to be done,
st aki ng where structures are going to go, and that
i nvol ves setting the structures, installing them
And in the case of the wood Hfrane it's really just
drilling the holes, assenbling the structures, and

directly enbedding themright into the native soil.
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Wth the steel nonolithic structures, those would be
in drilled pier concrete foundations. And then
after that it's basically just stringing, stringing
t he conductor and the communi cation wire and then
we' re done.

And that's all | have. Again, there's ny
contact information. And you can reach ne just
about any tinme. | should have put ny cell phone on
here, but if you want it, I'll give it to you right
now. It's 218-343-91109.

And | don't know, Bill, do you want ne to
t ake questions now or wait?

MR, BILL STORM Well, let's do it. ' m
going to call on a lot of thempretty quick here
because we've been --

MR, JIM ATKINSON. Then |I'mgoing to give
it to Bill, Bill Stormfromthe Departnent of
Commer ce.

MR, BILL STORM Ckay. As Jimsaid, I'm
Bill Storm Departnent of Conmmerce.

The Departnent of Commerce, our role in
this process is we do the environnmental review for
the PUC. Environnental reviewis a part of the
record as is the application and all the conments we

get throughout the process, including the public
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heari ng.

As Cezar said, there are two approvals
needed by the Conmm ssion, one for the CN and one for
the route. Both of those processes, the CN and the
route process, both of themrequire environnental
review. CNs require what's called an environnenta
report, a route requires an environnental
assessnment. What we will do is we will produce one
docunent, an environnmental assessnent, that covers
all of the requirenents of both those reviews.

The goal of environnental review  \Wat
iIs environnmental review? Environnental reviewis to
get infornmed input into the record for the
deci si on-makers. Environnental review has two
parts. One is scoping, and that's where | cone out
like I"'mdoing nowand | talk to the public and |
say what concerns do you have about this project and
what i1 ssues do you want to nmake sure | study in ny
envi ronnental review so that the environnmenta
review gets put into the record and it's an
obj ective docunent. It does not advocate for a
side. So that's what scoping does and the
environnental reviewis actually the document.

Agai n, scoping hel ps focus on the rea

i nportant issues. To try to reduce the vol une of
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t he docunent, but also to nmake sure that issues that
the public is concerned about or that downstream
perm tting agenci es are concerned about or that
environnental |l y other groups are concerned about.
That's what scoping is. This is your opportunity
for you to get that infornmation to ne.

An exanpl e, as you saw when you cane at

the desk a docunent called the draft scoping

docunent. | put that out and I look at it as sort
of like a Christnas tree. |If you turn to a few
pages in you'll see the table of contents. The way

| ook at that is that's ny Christmas tree. And if
the public has concerns and i ssues, |'m asking you
to fill that in, you know, hang them on the
branches. The table of contents is the branches.
And you can see, this is froma previ ous docket, one
person or one group was concerned about an
endangered species, Buttercup, and they wanted to
make sure, Bill, we know this Buttercup is along the
route, we want to make sure you account for it and
study it. So that's the issue part that cones in.
Ckay. The rules also say during scoping
you're allowed to give us alternatives to the
routes. You m ght have an issue or a concern that

you want -- that you think the only way to avoid
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that and to mtigate that is to avoid it and you
want to provide an alternative route to be studied
in the docunent or an alternative route segnent.

What your suggestions have to do is they
have to neet a test. They have to be subnmitted
during the scoping period, and scoping goes on until
February 4th here. They have to be to mtigate a
specific issue, they can't just be don't put it in
my yard, put it in ny neighbor's. So it has to be
an i ssue and you have to be specific and
identifiable. So you have to give ne a route
segnent or a route that you want ne to study as an
alternative, but you have to be specific about that.
And if you need help with that, nany tines people
wll call ne and say, Bill, | have this issue and I
think the only way is to make a little route around
it, can you help me draw that out. So | put
sonething on the table that is at | east viable, at
| east worthy of studying. And it also has to neet
the need of the applicant. You can't give nme an
alternative that doesn't neet what they're trying to
do, it won't nmake it into scope.

This is an exanple. Again, go back to
the Christmas tree. |In the table of contents, one

of the sections are alternative routes, and here you
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can see an exanple of a previous project where the
DNR didn't |ike the proposed alignnent, the
ri ght-of-way crossing of the Cottonwod River, and
they wanted ne to study an alternative.

And sone quick other exanples, | don't
want to take too nmuch time, here's a project where
t he proposed route was coming down, | think this is
135 up north, and the citizens didn't want the |ine
goi ng between their house and the road. They said,
Bill, there is all of this tax-forfeited | and behi nd
us, put it back there. Now to ne that actually made
sense. You want to take it off of private property,
put it on public property when public property is
avai |l able. And sonebody put that forth, | thought
it made sense and did study it, and when the
Conmi ssi on made the decision that alternative was
t he one they picked, nuch to the chagrin of sone
people, | think. It was a real difficult route, it
went through sone w | der ness.

This is the Cottonwood one that |
menti oned earlier. You can see one of the routes,
it was a pool ed process, there were two routes, blue
and red, and the red route crossed the Cottonwood
River in a spot that the DNR did not |ike because

t he Cottonwood R ver weaves a | ot and they said,
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well, if you do this alternative you'll only cross
the river once and that's what we prefer. In the
end, it nade it to scope and | studied it, but in
the end the blue route was the preferred route so
that's the one that got permtted.

Here i s anot her exanple. This was down
i n Shakopee, | believe. There was a historic
property -- oops, this thing is finicky. There was
hi storical property right here, and the proposed
route is this sort of purple-muve one that went
right in front of it. And several people said to
me, we think that it's going to distract fromthe
historic nature of this site, could you study
pushing it across and could you study or nove it
down the railroad track and cone up that way. That
made sense to ne so | included it in the scope and I
did study it. In the end, though, the Comm ssion
didn't feel it was a big enough inpact and they did
choose the proposed route, the purple one. But
that's just to give you a sense of what |'m | ooking
for.

| ssues that you're concerned about, and
if you have an issue and you think it's a valid
i ssue and you think the only way to mtigate is to

go around it, you can give ne an alternative.
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Ckay. So that's what scoping is about.
That's what we're here for, to get your conments,
and al so to have you ask questi ons about the
project. W have got a court reporter here. The
comment period is open until February 4th. These
are sonme ways that you can submt comments. You can
mai |, fax, email your comments to me, you can go to
our website, the gov website there, and there's an
el ectronic way to submt a coment, or you conplete
a comment sheet that's in the back and fax it to ne,
mail it to me, or drop it in the drop box.

I'"mgoing to, as soon as |I'mdone in a
few seconds here, I'"'mgoing to turn it over to the
public. And we always have little rules, you know,
one speaker at a tinme, maintain respect for others,
things we | earned in kindergarten.

Once it is your turn to speak, state and
spell your nane, speak slower than | do so the court
reporter has a chance of getting what you're saying.
Di rect your comments and questions on the scope for
the EA. You can also ask for ny input, but if you
have questions for Jimabout specifics of the
project, they're open, too. That's what we're here
for tonight, too. Limt your comments to five

m nutes, there are not a | ot of people here tonight.
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If you speak for five mnutes and if there is tine
and you have sonething el se we can al ways cone back
at the end of it.

A rem nder to focus your comrents on the
i ssues, alternatives that you want ne to study in
the environnental report. And renenber
February 4t h.

One thing | did want to nention, we're
tryi ng sonet hing new out here. You renenber Cezar
showed you that web page, Commerce's web page, if
you go on that one for this docket you'll see that
we're trying to get -- MiDOT uses it a lot, a sort
of survey, where this is another way for you to have
input into the project. And we're just starting to
use it, but that's what it will look like if you hit
t he scopi ng survey button.

Then renenber the comments, these are
your contacts and, with that, I"'mgoing to turn it
over for people' s coments.

Was t hat qui ck enough?

MR, JI M ATKI NSON: That was pretty good,
Bill.

MR BILL STORM Ckay. |If you want to
speak -- and | did have one person fill out a card,

so as prom sed the card people go first.
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Li sa Neitzel.

MS. LI SA NEI TZEL: Nei t zel .

MR BILL STORM | always butcher them
Pl ease state and spell your nane.

M5. LI SA NElI TZEL: Lisa, L-1-S-A
Neitzel, N-E-I1-T-Z-E-L.

My husband and | live at the corner of
Hai nes Road and (i naudi bl e) Lake Road and Sheri dan.
And we built -- or we purchased 38 acres of very
natural property back in the md 2000s about. 1In
2009 we built our dream hone there and it overl ooks
Mbogi e Lake, which sone peopl e consider a big pond,
but it's actually a lake. And there is so nuch
wildlife out there that we' ve been able to enjoy,
everything fromdifferent kinds of birds, different
ki nds of, you know, from beavers to deer to bear to
coyotes, all surrounding in that area. W built the
house on the five acres on the other side of Mogie
Lake and kept the 33 acres natural. So it's a very
prine natural environnmental area. And we're
concerned about that. W want to keep it that way.
That's why we chose to buy the property and build
our house there.

The ot her thing besides the natural and

envi ronnental inpacts would be ny ol dest daughter
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has extrene sensitivity to overhead power |ines.
She gets headaches, she gets m grai nes, actually,
fromthem So, you know, we're kind of struggling
on where this actual line will go, whether it wll
be on Sheridan Road, or, you know, how far away is
this going to be from Mbgi e Lake, and how far away
is it going to be from ny daughter when she's hone
all the tine.

So | think those are our two biggest
concerns. And we just want to make sure that the
area is kept environnentally natural. And, also, ny
daught er doesn't have to suffer from m grai nes.

MR BILL STORM Jim do you know t hat
property and the proximty of the line to that
property?

MR JIMATKINSON: |'mnot sure that |
know t hat very specific property, but | know where
Mogi e Lake is, and | can say that there's a pretty
good setback fromthe | ake. And what we're
proposing is to be right adjacent to the existing
line, so | think our footprint there is going to be
pretty light and it shouldn't have a dramati c change
on the overall | andscape because, like | said, it's
going to be right next to the existing |ine.

MR, BILL STORM And, Lisa, the existing
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line, are you aware of where that is?

MS. LISA NEITZEL: Not really, actually.

MR JIM ATKINSON:. | would suggest if you
went and tal ked to Brian Ml chert (phonetic) he can
show you and zoomin on your property and see
specifically what we're proposing. Brian in the
back.

MR BILL STORM And they have a
conputer, Lisa. And, please, if you want submt a
witten comment to ne to make sure that | address
t he concerns that you have in the environnental
docunent. Thank you.

MR JIMATKINSON: |I'mpretty sure you
have coment ed on our website, too.

MS. LI SA NElI TZEL: Yes, | have.

MR BILL STORM Ckay. That was the only
card. And so nowl'mgoing to do |like you did in
school, show of hands.

Ckay. Sir, would you stand and state and
spel |l your nane.

MR. GRANT FORSYTH: My nane is G ant,
GRANT, Forsyth, F-O RS Y-T-H [|I'mthe zoning
adm ni strator for the Town of M dway.

And a coupl e of concerns that just Kkind

of popped up, is on line 98 where it goes parall el

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

34

to the St. Louis River Road to the Ugstad Road, that
is a section of that line that Mdway issued the
permts and the right-of-ways and everything for
that line to go in. Since that line going in, we've
been advi sed that Kingsbury Creek, which runs right
through that area, is now an inpaired trout stream
and it cones out of, | call it Mogie Lake --

MS. LI SA NEI TZEL: Yeah, either way.

MR, GRANT FORSYTH: And because of that
we' re very concerned about stream crossings there.
It's not a big creek, but it's a very soft area on
the bottom it would be wetlands, and we're
concerned about herbicides. |If you're putting any
new poles in that area, we would want them 300 feet
fromthe normal high water mark of that streamto
span that environnental protection area.

And | work with the DNR and the EPA and a
bunch of people right nowin trying to get that
stream back up so it's not inpaired. Because the
PCA has said if we don't get it corrected in a
reasonabl e period of tinme, they're going to put
restrictions on everything up and down that stream
in that area. So we're working hard and we'd need
your hel p.

MR, BILL STORM Thank you.
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Jim is that an area that you're famliar
with?

MR JI M ATKINSON: Yeah, it is. And,
actually, I was just at the townshi p tal king about
it, what, a nonth ago?

MR, GRANT FORSYTH: Yeah. It would be a
nont h t onor r ow.

MR JIMATKINSON. |'mpretty good.
Anyway, there's about one-half a mle of 98 |ine
which is not part of any -- it's not part of the new
build, but it's rebuilding a part of 98 line. So
it's all staying on the sane right-of-way, the sane
voltage. It's just being upgraded, you know, just
anot her step in enhancing the overall reliability of
that 230 kV bulk transm ssion into the area.

MR, GRANT FORSYTH: And that's all on
steel poles with concrete hol ding themup, so there
shoul dn't be a need to replace any pol es there.

MR, JI M ATKI NSON:  Yeah. So, anyway, it
shows up as part of our thernal upgrade on our
project map. But, you know, | haven't specifically
| ooked out there physically to see what kind of
structures there are and that sort of thing. But we
may have -- we have others that m ght have nore

detailed information on that that you can talk to as
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wel | .

MR. GRANT FORSYTH: Fair enough.

MR BILL STORM And if you | ook at that
draft scoping docunent you'll see that one of the

generic categories is surface water, and as a
typi cal standard di scussion in the environnental
docunent we'll tal k about the stream crossing, the
downstream perm tting agencies. So that information
will be in there, but I will give a special |ook at
that area, too, as | wite that docunent and
describe it.

MR. GRANT FORSYTH. Thank you.

MR, BILL STORM Ckay. Anybody el se?

Ckay. There in the back. Please stand
and state and spell your first nane and your | ast
name, all your nanes.

MR. M CHAEL KOPPY: M chael Koppy,
MI-CHA-EL, K-OP-P-Y.

And so ny concern area is west of the
Lavaque Road. |1'ma volunteer for the city of
Her mant own, we've worked on the trails in Hermant own
and | coordinate the volunteers. And we have a
trail there called Rocky Run, and ny understandi ng
is that the |line going west of the | ake there, which

is where Rocky Run is, that that line is going to
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get noved northward, which would take out all the
foliage where the trail is existing right now, which
does go across M nnesota Power's property, but
M nnesota Power gave the city perm ssion to put that
trail in there.

R ght now, you know, the power |ine runs
t hrough there. | don't know why, if you could
explain to ne why the power line has to get noved
nore north when there's already that easenent there,
why could they not continue to run on the same
easenent that they have right now.

| understand that further east there's
sone problenms wth hones have noved sone of their
properties closer to the easenent or sonething, and
so that's one reason the line was getting shifted,
but that would be east of the lake. So I'mtalking
about west of the lake, | would like to see us to be
able to continue to have that trail that's used by
t housands of residents in Hermantown all year-round,
and in the winter now you can go to that trail and
that trail is half down because so many peopl e use
it. But | just have concern about us and being able
to maintain, you know, an environnmental friendly
trail that people enjoy using and not just sonething

that is out in the open under a power |ine.
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MR, BILL STORM Before you take that,
Jim | just want to understand. They're going to
nove the line and the poles and you think that's
going to hit your use of the trail?

VMR. M CHAEL KOPPY: No, we could still
probably use it, but then the trail would go
underneath the line. And, you know, wal king on a
trail, part of, you know, the enjoynent is wal ki ng
t hrough the woods as you wal k around. And so that,
as | have had an earlier discussion about that, if
they nove the line, they also have to then take all
the foliage down, which now would take all the
foliage down where the existing trail is. Does that
make sense?

MR, BILL STORM | understand your
concern, sir. Thank you.

Anyt hi ng you want to speak to on that,
Ji n®?

MR JIMATKINSON: | assune you're
tal ki ng about the area north of the city hall
facility?

MR. M CHAEL KOPPY: Correct.

MR JI M ATKINSON: There is apparently
two lines up there, and one of themis going to be

replaced wth the new one, and the other one wll be
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upgraded to |i ke-new condition at the sane tine. So
we're going to be occupying the sane right-of -way,
which is actually fee owned by M nnesota Power, but
where our footprint is isn't really changi ng, but
it's probably going to be nore clear than you' ve
seen it.

MR. M CHAEL KOPPY: According to the map
that | see that you're publishing, it noves north,
you know, 20 to -- it's hard for nme to get a scale
of how many feet, but it definitely is noving
northward, which is where the trail is, so.

MR JI M ATKINSON:  Yeah. | think we own
a strip of land in there that's a few hundred feet
w de. But, yeah, our plan is to basically be in the
same | ocation. There may be some shifting of,
again, 20 feet, that's very possible, but we're not
intending to limt public use of that |land in any
way. There nay be fewer trees and fewer brush and
all that sort of thing, but it's not going to be
taken off limts at all

MR, M CHAEL KOPPY: So, | nean, | realize
that we could still have a trail there, but there's
a big difference when you are walking on a trail and
goi ng t hrough the woods as opposed to wal ki ng

underneath the power line. That's the concern that
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| have, it changes the whole effect of the trail.

MR, BILL STORM | understand your
concer n.

MR. M CHAEL KOPPY: And our trail runs
parallel to the power line, but in the woods. And
if the line is noved northward, the trail now would
be out in the open because all of that wood woul d be
taken out. That's ny understandi ng.

MR, BILL STORM | understand your
concern, sSir.

Any followup, Jim or that's enough?

MR JI M ATKINSON: Just if the trail does
end up being cleared, which I'mnot sure is actually
happening, but if it did, |I don't see any reason why
the city couldn't nove it further north on our
property.

MR BILL STORM Ckay. |If you wouldn't
m nd, Jim maybe after the neeting you could neet
and show t hem sone maps so the gentl eman coul d maybe
refine his conmments and submt additional comments
in witing before the comment period is over. Wuld
t hat be okay?

MR. M CHAEL KOPPY: Ckay.

MR, BILL STORM Ckay. Thank you. Thank

you, Jim
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Anyone el se? Ckay, sir, please stand and
state your nane.

MR, KEVI N SLEEN: My nane i s Kevin,
K-E-V-1-N, Sleen, S-L-E-E N

| live on Hermant own Road, and right now
| have no power lines the way it sits. | kind of
enjoy that. And the proposal from our understandi ng
is that they want to nove it away fromwhere it's at
ri ght now. Wich, you know, we bought our property
the way we did because it's thick woods and we | ove
that, and now to find out that they want to nove it
fromwhere it sits right now, to ne it's already
I npacting sonething where it is now And we really,
you know, we tal ked about splitting off a piece of
property and selling it as incone as we get ol der
and now they want to put a power line right through
the mddle of that. 1It's going to really inpact us
alot. Like |l said, right now | have no power I|ine,
there was no power |line when | noved in, and there
was no talk of a possible power line until this |ine
canme up, and |I'mwondering why it can't stay where
it is at right now |It's already cleared, 200 feet
w de of cl eared | and.

MR BILL STORM Jim do you want to

speak to that?
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MR JI M ATKI NSON: ['ll do ny best. |
think we're probably tal king about the area where
we're paralleling Mdway River.

MR, KEVI N SLEEN: I think so.

MR JIMATKINSON. And that is a spot
that's probably just a little bit less than a mle
of where our existing line essentially breaks wth
the river, it crosses it probably at six points.

And know ng that that would be a challenge to permt
another line directly adjacent to that, we | ooked
for alternative ways for when -- | think that's the
area we're tal king about, would by ny guess. And
that's the reason for it, is to avoid the M dway

Ri ver, which is right now pretty significantly

i npacted by that's a designated trout stream as you
know, and that transm ssion build that dates back in
the '50s could be wecked out, elimnated. It would
be rerouted over onto sone significant chunks of

real estate that we've been acquiring, as |
explained to you earlier, Bill, and the new |ine
woul d go right next to it.

MR BILL STORM Ckay. Sir, if I mght
ask, nmaybe give ne a foll owup before the 4th, a
followup letter, and show ne maybe with a plat nap

or sonet hing of where you're tal king about. Because
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what |'d want to do is | want to represent in the
envi ronnental report the benefit of noving it away
fromthe river, and also the inpact, or the
per cei ved i npact you may have on it. And if you
give ne the distances and so | know exactly where
your property is and your concern, that can be laid
out. Like |I said, the EA doesn't advocate for a
side, but I would Ilike to lay out that there is a
benefit of noving it because of the trout stream
but there also m ght be an i npact or a perceived
i npact to people who are on that side of it. So
woul d that be okay?

Ckay. Anybody el se? Any questions?
Ckay, sir, over here, please stand and state and
spel |l your nane.

MR JEFF RI CHTMAN: My nane is Jeff, with
aJ, Rchtman, RI-CHT-MA-N

Kind of two | evels of questions, | guess,
as far as the environnental inpact stuff goes. So
M nnesota Power has a |line behind ny house at this
poi nt, they don't have a right-of-way or an
easenent, they cane through a couple years ago and
di d massi ve sprayi ng, over sprayed on our property,
obvi ously well over the boundaries of where they

shoul d have been. |'mwondering, is there anything
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that's taken into effect on the environnental inpact
as far as their accountability on their actions when
they're working on this line that's, you know, going
to get upgraded? And what inpacts there are because
of that? You know, if they cone through and they
deci de they want to kill everything wth herbicide
instead of mulching it, or they want to drive
vehi cl es through and destroy wetl ands, what's to say
they can or can't do that, and is that sonething
t hat you work on maki ng sure that doesn't happen?
MR BILL STORM One thing, the
envi ronnental inpact statenment will describe the
pl anned or typical way that they clear a
right-of-way and nmaintain that right-of-way. And
t hey sonetines do physical and herbicide, sonetines
they do physical. |If there is an area where their
easenent is adjacent to, nmaybe like an SNA or a
wildlife area or sone other feature that they're
next to that sone downstream agency or sonme citizen
expresses concern about using herbicide in that
area, that they prefer just to have a nechani cal
cutting of it, no herbicide, as | said the EA will
explain the typical nmethods that are used. But when
we get to the hearing, and we'll be back up here for

a hearing with an ALJ, you as a citizen can say,
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| ook, I'"m adjacent to this right-of-way and for

what ever reason | would prefer that they maintain

t hat nmechanically, you can nmake that statenent to
the ALJ, because the ALJ will nake a report and that
wll go in front of the Comm ssion. And it could,

if the Comm ssion thinks it's valid or warranted,
they could add into the permt that they issue, if
they do issue a permt, for certain sections this is
how you have to control the vegetation. | nean,
that's happened in the past, but it's very site
specific. Like | said, if you' re next to an SNA or
wild rice body or sonething |ike that where over
spray nay be an issue, that can nake its way into
the permt. Like | said, the EA wll discuss the
typi cal nethods that the right-of-ways are cleared,
and if the Applicant has stated in a section here or
section there, we'll put it into the record that the
EA w il capture that for the area.

MR. JEFF RI CHTMAN:  Your presentation
menti oned essentially this is an upgrade for nobst of
it, you know, wood pol es, adding a second |line, and
then you casually threw in sonethi ng about
essentially doubling the right-of-way when you add a
second line. |Is the right-of-way likely to increase

if the line voltage has an increase or are we
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talking simlar?

MR JI M ATKINSON: No, | was sayi ng
essentially the length of new build is doubling
because the circuits that we're paralleling are
being nore or less rebuilt at the sane tine.

MR, JEFF RICHTMAN. Ckay. So those of us
that are on existing line and we're getting this
notice -- | guess, this map is terrible. So it
sounds |i ke you have sonebody on the conputer,
that's great, and I think everyone in this roomis
in agreenment that this map is useless, right? So is
the right-of-way grow ng? Are you gaining nore
access here because --

MR JIMATKINSON. I n sone places it is,

yeah. If it's just currently a single 115 kV line
there, there will be two, and side by side they need
160 feet.

MR JEFF RI CHTMAN: Ver sus 100.
MR, JI M ATKI NSON: Ver sus 100.

MR. JEFF RICHTMAN: | don't know how t hat
process plays out. CObviously, you're going to take
our land, right? So is that |ike an offline

conversati on we can have about that?
MR JI M ATKI NSON: OF course. And we

have a representative fromour right-of-way agent
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here and you can get into nore detail.

MR. JEFF RRCHTMAN.  All right. That's
all 1'"ve got for environnental stuff.

MR, BILL STORM Thank you.

Ckay. Anyone else? Yes, na'am pl ease
stand and state and spell your nanes.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: H . M nane is Sarabh,
S-A-R-A-H and ny |last nane is Yokel, Y-O-K-E-L. M
husband and | just bought a house in Hermant own | ast
sumrer, on WIldwoods Trail, and we have line 71 that
goes right through our property, through our
backyard, and that's one | think you guys want to
get rid of, correct?

MR JI M ATKI NSON:  Correct.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: Ckay. I'mfine with
this because | have a power line in ny yard. | have
three little boys that want to be outside nonstop.
So it sits right there. And we have plans to pl ant
trees, but we can't because of the power |ine, and
we tal ked to you guys this sumrer about how far
away, well, then, it gets pretty close to the house
and we don't want a tree |like right next to the
house.

After hearing this presentation and

know ng that the newlines will help wth access, |
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guess, or |ike outages, ny nmain heat source is heat.
| have baseboards all around ny house. |If the power
goes out, ny heat force is one fireplace in ny
dining room So it's |like space heaters. So that's
why I'mfor all of this, obviously.

You know, other people, it's going on
your property, it sucks, and | get it. | have this
big power line on ny property and we can't do
anything with our backyard, but we need power. W
need power, we need it to be up to date. Because if
we don't have power, are we going to be |living back
in the olden days where we have to do a fire?
mean, we have to think of that when we are advanci ng
our sel ves.

Anot her question, | don't knowif it's
for you or you. |If this project gets approved and
t hose power |ines come down, will | still have that
easenent wth you guys or will that go away?

MR. KEVIN SLEEN. Well, they're not going
to give you your | and back.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: And you don't need to
be rude, sir.

MR. KEVIN SLEEN. They're not going to
gi ve you your | and back.

MR, BILL STORM One person at a tine.
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MR, JI M ATKI NSON:  Yeah, we woul d rel ease
t he easenent back to the property so you would no
| onger have the line or the easenent.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: And then we could go on
it?

MR JI M ATKINSON: Correct, we woul dn't
have an easenent anynore.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: Gkay. Al right. So
with that, in Hermantown, it's an expensive swanp,
because ny backyard is a swanp. So when you guys
cone to take those pol es down, 'cause, again, these
peopl e that we bought it from they have rocks and
stuff so it doesn't cone up nore towards the house,
but how -- essentially, you guys would rip up ny
backyard. So would you guys fix it or would we be
left with a bill? Because there are plants back

there that only grow in swanps. So how woul d t hat

be affected, | guess?
MR JIMATKINSON: | can picture the spot
so | know what you're tal king about. GCenerally, we

try to do those things as carefully as possible and
we cl ean up after ourselves.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: Ckay. G eat.

MR JIMATKINSON. It m ght be one of

those areas that nakes nore sense to try to do in
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the winter.

M5. SARAH YOKEL: Yeah. Thank you.

MR, BILL STORM Thank you.

Anyone el se? Going once -- there we go.
Stand, state and spell your nane, please.

MR. KEVI N SLEEN: Kevin Sl een, S-L-E-E N

| just had a question about what type of
power |ines are going by ny house. 1Is it the one or
the two, or how do I know? It doesn't really tell
you anywhere whether it's one line or two lines or

how wide it's going to be when it cones through ny

property.

MR JI M ATKINSON: Well, first of all, we
could verify that by talking to Brian over here. |If
it's where | think it is, | think it's both |ines,

and they would both be brand new in that section,
and in that case we'd be | ooking for a 160-foot w de
ri ght - of - way.

MR, BILL STORM Ckay. Com ng back to
the pool. Anyone w sh to speak, ask questions?
Goi ng once, tw ce?

Ckay. | want to thank everybody for
com ng out. Renenber, our contact information is on
the slide, ny business card is on the table, all the

information is also in the noti ce. Renenber
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February 4th, get your conmments to me, you can nai
them fax them email them electronically, but the
process needs you to participate. You need to tell
me what you want ne to consider as I'mwiting ny
docunent, give ne input.

Thanks for com ng out tonight.

(Matter concluded at 7:11 p.m)
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