
APPENDIX  – Agency Correspondence and Responses 



Local Government Units 
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State and Federal Agencies 



Date Project ID Deliverable Type
Communication 

Type
To From Possible/Pending Action Items

4/13/2017 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Kevin Mixon

USFWS - Mags Rheude

NextEra - Jason Harris

NextEra - Brian Bartels

NextEra - Jenny Field

Atwell - Bobbi Westerby

Atwell - Tara Corbet

Atwell - Ethan Jahnke

HDR - Scott Krych

Discussion of project including 

biological studies conducted, bald 

eagle data, ABPP, setbacks, northern 

long-eared bat, Henslow's Sparrow 

and Loggerhead Shrike, and rusty 

patched bumblebee

7/11/2018 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Kevin Mixon

USFWS - Mags Rheude

NextEra - Jenny Field

NextEra - Jim Lindsay

Atwell - Tara Corbet

Atwell - Aaron Boone

Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald

Meeting to review results of year two 

avian studies and provide an update 

on project siting, status of site and 

route applications

9/17/2018 Dodge Wind Conference Call
MNDNR - Todd Piepho

MNDNR - Nicole Lehman

NextEra - Jenny Field

Atwell - Todd Udvig

Conference call to discuss the public 

waters (PWI) implications for the 

project.  

4/29/2020 Dodge Wind NHIS Review Email MNDNR - Lisa Joyal Atwell - Griffin Fraser Request for updated NHIS Review

10/22/2020 Dodge Wind Email MNDNR - Ceil Strauss Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone
Request for floodplain permitting 

information

10/22/2020 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone MNDNR - Ceil Strauss

MNDNR request for project location 

information in response to floodplain 

request. 

10/23/2020 Dodge Wind Email MNDNR - Ceil Strauss Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone Atwell provided location information

10/23/2020 Dodge Wind Email MNDNR - Ceil Strauss Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone

Atwell request for confirmation 

regarding if state is responsible for 

issuing a permit 

10/23/2020 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone MNDNR - Ceil Strauss
MNDNR response clarifying party 

responsible for permitting

11/4/2020 Dodge Wind NHIS Review Email Atwell - Griffin Fraser MNDNR - Samantha Bump

MNDNR response to NHIS request 

follow-up; providing update on status 

of the NHIS request

11/10/2020 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone MNDNR - Ceil Strauss
MNDNR provides spatial data to 

Atwell 

12/16/2020 Dodge Wind NHIS Review Email Atwell - Griffin Fraser MNDNR - Samantha Bump

MNDNR response indicating 

infrastructure changes do not change 

the results of the November 15, 2018 

review.

1/15/2021 Dodge Wind Email

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

MNDNR - Becky Horton

MNDNR - Lisa Joyal

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

WEST - Joyce Pickle
Request for meeting with MNDNR 

and USFWS

2/2/2021 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

MNDNR - Lisa Joyal

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

NextEra - Bridgette Valeron

NextEra - Sean Fitzgerald

Atwell - Tara Corbett

Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone

Atwell - Griffin Fraser

West - Jennifer Stucker

WEST - Joyce Pickle

Project update and discussion of 2020 

bat acoustic monitoring study results

7/26/2021 Dodge Wind Email
MNDNR - Lisa Joyal

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha
WEST - Joyce Pickle

Delivery of Sullivant's Milkweed 

Study Plan for MNDNR review

9/1/2021 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

NextEra - Bridgette Valeron

NextEra - Mark Lennox

NextEra - David Gil

Atwell - Tara Corbett

Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone

WEST - Joyce Pickle

WEST - Alaini Cossette

General Project Update including 

project status and schedule, wind site 

wildlife studies update.

9/8/2020 Dodge Wind Letter NextEra Analytics - Ryan Rackliffe NTIA - John R. McFall
No agencies had issues turbine 

placement in this area

5/1/2017 Dodge Wind
MnSHPO Preliminary 

Review 
Email Atwell - Ben Banks MnSHPO - Sarah Beimers

Concurrence letter with 4/4/2017 

letter

8/8/2018 Dodge Wind

Phase I 

Archaeological 

Survey Report

Letter MnSHPO - Sarah Beimers Atwell - Jill Kotwasinski
Submission of Phase I Archeology 

report to MN SHPO

9/12/2018 Dodge Wind Letter Atwell - Jill Kotwasinski MnSHPO - Sarah Beimers Concurrence with 8/8/2018 letter

Agency Correspondence Catalog - Letter Correspondence Provided as Attachment

SHPO

MNDNR

U.S. Department of Commerce National Telecommunications and Information Administration



Date Project ID Deliverable Type
Communication 

Type
To From Possible/Pending Action Items

8/7/2017 Dodge Wind Meeting

USACE - Meghan Brown, Steele Co

LGU - Eric Gulbransen, Dodge Co

 LGU - Mark Gamm 

MNDNR - Todd Piepho

NEER - Jennifer Field

Jason Harris

Atwell - Tara Corbett

Atwell - Todd Udvig

Atwell - Bobbi Westerby

Wetland and stream permitting 

discussion

9/12/2018 Dodge Wind Conference Call

USACE - Meghan Brown 

LGU - Eric Gulbransen, Steele Co

 LGU - Mark Gamm, Dodge Co

LGU - Skip Langer, Olmsted Co

NextEra - Jenny Field

NextEra - Mike Weich

NextEra - Kimberly Dickey

Atwell - Tara Corbet

Atwell - Todd Udvig

Wetland and waters permitting 

discussion

4/14/2020 Dodge Wind Meeting USDOD NextEra - Mark Lennox Discussion of turbine impacts to 

5/6/2020 Dodge Wind Meeting USDOD NextEra - Mark Lennox

Discussion of turbine impacts to 

NORAD radar as well as well as 

military training route

2/28/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude
Asked to setup a call to discuss eagle 

nest data

3/7/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude

Known eagle nest data provided out 

to 12 miles from the WRA boundary 

provided in xlsx format, but missing 

projection and coordinate system 

data

3/7/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude

Known eagle nest data provided out 

to 12 miles from the WRA boundary 

in shapefile format

4/13/2017 Dodge Wind Meeting

USFWS - Mags Rheude

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Kevin Mixon

NextEra - Jason Harris

NextEra - Brian Bartels

NextEra - Jenny Field

Atwell - Bobbi Westerby

Atwell - Tara Corbet

Atwell - Ethan Jahnke

HDR - Scott Krych

Discussion of project including 

biological studies conducted, bald 

eagle data, ABPP, setbacks, northern 

long-eared bat, Henslow's Sparrow 

and Loggerhead Shrike, and rusty 

patched bumblebee

5/5/2017 Dodge Wind KMZ Email USFWS - Mags Rheude Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald

KMZ of updated WRA boundary (shift 

into Steele County) provided to 

USFWS

5/8/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude
Asking about timetable the new nest 

data is needed by.

5/9/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude
Requesting shapefiles to look at nests

5/9/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude
Updated shapefiles for Bald Eagle 

nests in a 10-mile buffer

5/9/2017 Dodge Wind Email Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald USFWS - Mags Rheude

USFWS eagle nest data is purely 

incidental, no formal surveys have 

been flown within MN by either 

agency since de-listing of BAEA 

(2007)

7/11/2018 Dodge Wind Meeting

USFWS - Mags Rheude

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Kevin Mixon

NextEra - Jenny Field

NextEra - Jim Lindsay

Atwell - Tara Corbet

Atwell - Aaron Boone

Atwell - Sean Fitzgerald

Project update including discussion of 

Tier 3 avian resources study findings 

and PUC permitting progress

7/25/2019 Dodge Wind

NextEra Avian and 

Bat Protection Plan 

(ABPP)

Email USFWS - Mags Rheude Atwell - Tara Corbett ABPP provided to USFWS

7/25/2019 Dodge Wind

NextEra Wildlife 

Reports and Site 

Characterization 

Study 

Email USFWS - Mags Rheude Atwell - Tara Corbett

Appendix I (Wildlife Reports) and 

Appendix J (Site Characterization 

Study) of the site permit application 

provided to USFWS

1/15/2021 Dodge Wind Email

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

MNDNR - Becky Horton

MNDNR - Lisa Joyal

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

WEST - Joyce Pickle
Request for meeting with MNDNR 

and USFWS

2/2/2021 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

MNDNR - Lisa Joyal

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

NextEra - Bridgette Valeron

NextEra - Sean Fitzgerald

Atwell - Tara Corbett

Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone

Atwell - Griffin Fraser

West - Jennifer Stucker

WEST - Joyce Pickle

Project update and discussion of 2020 

bat acoustic monitoring study results

USACE

USFWS

U.S. Department of Defense (USDOD)



Date Project ID Deliverable Type
Communication 

Type
To From Possible/Pending Action Items

9/1/2021 Dodge Wind Meeting

MNDNR - Cynthia Warzecha

MNDNR - Joanne Boettcher

USFWS - Dawn Marsh

NextEra - Bridgette Valeron

NextEra - Mark Lennox

NextEra - David Gil

Atwell - Tara Corbett

Atwell - Maureen O'Shea-Stone

WEST - Joyce Pickle

WEST - Alaini Cossette

General Project Update including 

project status and schedule, wind site 

wildlife studies update.



    



Date Project ID Deliverable Type
Communication 

Type
To From Possible/Pending Action Items

5/1/2020 Dodge Wind Letter

Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe

Fort Belknap Indian Community

Ho-Chunk Nation

Iowa Tribe of Kansas & Nebraska

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

Lower Sioux Indian Community

Menominee Indian Tribe

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

Grand Portage Band of Chippewa

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

White Earth Nation

Northern Cheyenne Tribe

Oglala Sioux Tribe

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska

Prairie Island Indian Community

Red Lake Nation

Rosebud Sioux Tribe

Santee Sioux Nation

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate

Spirit Lake Tribe

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians

Upper Sioux Community

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

Yankton Sioux Tribe

NextEra - Ron Burris

Tribal



MNDNR 



From: Griffin Fraser

To: "review.nhis@state.mn.us"

Cc: Lisa.Joyal@state.mn.us

Subject: Dodge County Wind Project - NHIS Request

Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 9:43:00 AM

Attachments: DodgeCountyWindProject_NHIS_Data_Request Full Binder 20200429.pdf
DodgeCountyWindProject_AOI_20200428.zip

Hi Lisa –

 

Attached you will find an NHIS Data Request Form and shapefile package for the Dodge County Wind

Project. Please note, this request is an update to a previous NHIS request (ERDB# 20140348-0006).

 

Regards,

 

Griffin Fraser

Environmental Consultant

ATWELL, LLC   

303.222.5046 Direct

720.925.8217 Mobile

6200 S. Syracuse Way | Suite 470 | Greenwood Village, CO 80111

www.atwell-group.com   

 



NO STAPLES 
PLEASE 

NATURAL  HERITAGE  INFORMATION  SYSTEM  (NHIS)  DATA  REQUEST  FORM
Please r ead t he i nstructions o n p age 3 b efore f illing o ut t he f orm.  Thank y ou!

    

For Agency Use Only: 

Received                   Due    Inv 

NoR / NoF / NoE / Std / Sub Let ___  Log out ___ 

#EOs _____ Survey Rqsted?         ___ 

Search Radius           mi.   L  /  I  /  D  EM  Map’d ___ 

#Sec _____ Contact Rqsted?         ___ 

#Com _____

 Related ERDB#  ____________________ 2
0
1
2

 




  














Responses will be sent via email. 
If you prefer US Mail check here:

  

      

           

        

   

                
          
 

    

                

                

          

         



  

  

  

For Agency Use: 

TRS Confirmed   

 


          

 

   

            

           





                     


                 
          

               
  

                  
                 
       

                   


                     

    

                   

                         
               

                    
                
                
  

                  
           Minnesota Statutes  
                  

                     
           

   

                      
 

                     
                      
                    
                   




Note: Digital signatures representing the name of a person shall be 
sufficient to show that such person has signed this document. 

     
     
     
    

    

    
   

   

           



Instructions for the 
Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) Data Request Form 

                 
                  
                  
 

                     
                      

                     
            

    

                      
                 
                

                

    

             

      
   
          

                     
                  
      

                      
                 
 

                  
                 
              
   

                     


    

                    
                 
         

                   Canis
lupus        Lynx canadensis       
           

   

                      
                     
                  

           

        

           



   

                
                 


      Canis lupus
     
    

      Lynx Canadensis
      
      

              
               
       

               
             


      

      

         

           



County Township Range Sections

Dodge T105N R17W 6

Dodge T105N R18W 1

Dodge T106N R17W 6-7, 18-20, 29-32

Dodge T106N R18W 1-36

Dodge T107N R18W 31-35

Steele T106N R19W 1-17, 20-28, 34-36

Steele T107N R19W 26-36

Steele T107N R20W 25, 36

Dodge County Wind Project TRS
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November 15, 2018 

  

Mr. Sean Fitzgerald 

Atwell, LLC 

4700 E Southern Ave 

Mesa, AZ  85206 

RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Dodge County Wind, 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald, 

As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if any rare 

species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the 

proposed project.  Based on this query, rare features have been documented within the search area (for details, 

please visit the Rare Species Guide Website for more information on the biology, habitat use, and conservation 

measures of these rare species).  

, the following rare features may be adversely affected by 

the proposed project: 

There is an area ranked as  in T106N R18W Sections 11-14 within the project footprint that the 

Minnesota Biological Survey considered for Sites of Biodiversity Significance, but was determined to be 

below the minimum biodiversity threshold for statewide significance. This area, however, has 

conservation value at the local level as habitat for native plants and animals, corridors for animal 

movements, buffers surrounding higher quality natural areas, or as areas with high potential for 

restoration of native habitat. This particular area contains Sullivant’s milkweed, a state-listed threatened 

plant species (see below). 

County Township (N) Range (W) Section(s) 

Steele 107 19 27,34-36 

Steele 106 19 1-2 

Steele 106 19 12-13 

Dodge 106 18 2-5,8-15,17-20,22-23 & 30 

Dodge 106 17 7 & 18 
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The creek heelsplitter ( ), a state-listed mussel of special concern, has been 

documented within of Dodge Center Creek multiple times, as recently as 2010. Please implement effective 

erosion prevention and sediment control practices when installing collection lines, crossing the creek, and 

throughout the duration of this project to minimize deterioration of water quality. 

Sullivant’s milkweed ( ), a state-listed threatened plant species, has been documented 

growing on the east side of 150th Avenue within T106N R18W Section 12. This record is within the direct 

vicinity of the access road to Turban 54. Minnesota's endangered species law ( , section 

84.0895) and associated rules ( , part 6212.1800 to 6212.2300 and 6134) prohibit taking 

endangered or threatened plants or animals, including their parts or seeds, without a permit. 

(see 

attached survey protocol information). Surveys must follow the standards contained in the attached Rare 

Species Survey Process and Rare Plant Guidance.  Project planning should take into account that any 

botanical survey needs to be conducted during the appropriate time of the year, which may be limited. 

The DNR has received the Avian Use Report dated March 15, 2017 completed by HDR, the Pre-Construction 

Avian Migration & Eagle Use Study dated June 14, 2018 completed by Atwell, and the Targeted Loggerhead 

Shrike & Henslow’s Sparrow Inventory Survey dated July 19, 2017 completed by Atwell. HDR’s surveys were 

completed the summer of 2015 through the fall of 2016 and detected two state-listed endangered species, 

two state-listed species of special concern, and 31 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN); Atwell’s 

surveys were completed spring of 2017 through spring of 2018 and detected three state-listed endangered 

species, four state-listed species of special concern, and 20 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN). 

Although the project boundary has shifted between survey periods, all of the above survey reports provide 

information that pertains to the current project.  The following state-listed birds were documented in the 

vicinity of the project area: 

Henslow’s Sparrow ( ) - this species nests on the ground in uncultivated grasslands 

and old fields with standing, dead vegetation and a substantial litter layer. They typically nest between 

mid-May and mid-July. 

Horned Grebe (  ) - this species is found in lakes or rivers during migration. They build nests 

on emergent vegetation in marshes or in shallow, sheltered areas of lakes. It is unlikely that this species 

will nest in the area, but it may migrate through the area.  

Loggerhead Shrike ( ) – this species is found grasslands that contain short grass and 

scattered perching sites such as hedgerows, shrubs, or small trees.  They can be found in native prairie, 

pastures, shelterbelts, old fields or orchards, cemeteries, grassy roadsides, and farmyards. The breeding 

season is typically April through July. 

Potential concerns include construction disturbance during the breeding season and collisions with 

turbines. Minnesota’s endangered species law (Minnesota Statutes, section 84.0895) and associated rules 
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(Minnesota Rules, part 6212.1800 to 6212.2300 and 6134) prohibit the taking of endangered or 

threatened species, including their parts or seeds, without a permit.

 The avoidance plan should identify 

specific measures that will be implemented to avoid take and minimize disturbance to these species. 

Measures may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

avoidance of suitable habitat during the breeding season; 

winter construction; 

recommendations found on the DNR Rare Species Guide; 

consultation with the DNR Regional Non-game Specialist, Lisa Gelvin-Innvaer at 507-359-6033 or 

lisa.gelvin-innvaer@state.mn.us; 

training for construction crew. 

Please submit the completed avoidance plan to Lisa Joyal, the Endangered Species Review Coordinator, 

at Lisa.Joyal@state.mn.us or 651-259-5109. 

Forster’s tern (S ), Trumpeter Swans ( ), American White Pelican (

), Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus), Peregrine falcons ( ), Purple Martin 

( ), and Franklin’s gull ( ), all state listed species of special concern. 

Please note that there are discrepancies in the Pre-Construction Avian Migration & Eagle Use Study regarding 

the state status of multiple species. For any future documents, please ensure that the species state status 

corresponds to Minnesota’s List of Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species effective August 19, 

2013.  

It should be noted that many SGCN are not tracked in the Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), and 

the NHIS does not include records of migrating birds. Wind farms can affect birds due to collision mortality, 

displacement due to disturbance, habitat fragmentation, and habitat loss.  Even if collision mortality rates are 

low, the additional mortality may be significant for rare species.  In addition, the results from some studies 

suggest that grassland birds are deterred from nesting in otherwise appropriate habitat by the presence of 

tall structures in the vicinity. We recommend post-construction avian fatality monitoring to provide 

information regarding unexpected impacts, if any, to rare birds.  Knowledge of these types of extraordinary 

events would allow for the implementation of additional measures to minimize disturbance, such as the 

curtailment of turbine operations during certain conditions.. 

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) tracks bat roost trees and hibernacula plus some acoustic 

data, but this information is not exhaustive.  Although there are no NHIS records for bats in the vicinity of 

the proposed project, all seven of Minnesota’s bats can be found throughout Minnesota.  The northern 

long-eared bat ( ), tricolored bat ( ), big brown bat (

), and little brown bat ( ) are all state-listed species of special concern. 

The DNR has received and reviewed the Bat Monitoring Final Report (2014). The results indicated that the 

area receives moderate bat activity compared to other wind study sites and that three, possibly all four 
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of the state-listed species of special concern, were identified within the previous project area. Actions to 

minimize impacts to bats include, but are not limited to, the following recommendations: 

place turbines an adequate distance from wetlands, waterbodies, and waterways, 

feather turbine blades below cut-in speeds, and 

conduct post-construction fatality monitoring. 

 

As the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has listed the northern long-eared bat as threatened under 

the Endangered Species Act (ESA), please coordinate with the USFWS regarding this species. 

 

Please include a copy of this letter in any state or local license or permit application.  Please note that 

measures to avoid or minimize disturbance to the above rare features may be included as restrictions or 

conditions in any required permits or licenses.   

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about 

Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Department 

of Natural Resources.  The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most 

complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other 

natural features.  However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the 

occurrences of rare features within the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no 

records may exist within the project area.  If additional information becomes available regarding rare features in 

the vicinity of the project, further review may be necessary. 

For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year; the results 

are only valid for the project location (noted above) and the project description provided on the NHIS Data 

Request Form.  Please contact me if project details change or for an updated review if construction has not 

occurred within one year.   

The Natural Heritage Review does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as 

a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these 

rare features.  If needed, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist to determine 

whether there are other natural resource concerns associated with the proposed project.  Please be aware that 

additional site assessments or review may be required.  
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