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OPERATOR: Good day, and thank you for
standing by. Wl cone to the Sherco Sol ar Proj ect
conference call. At this tinme all participants are
in listen-only node, and after the speakers’
presentation, there will be a question and answer
session. To ask a question during the session,
you'll need to press *1 on your tel ephone. Please
be advi sed that today's conference is being
recorded. |If you require any further assistance,
pl ease press *0. | would now |like to hand the
conf erence over to your speaker today, speaker Scott
Ek. Pl ease go ahead, sir.

MR. SCOIT EK: Good eveni ng, and wel cone
to the public informati on and environnment al
assessnent scoping neeting for the proposed Sherco
Sol ar Project.

Just a nonent here.

Again, ny nane is Scott Ek. | am an
energy facilities planner wwth the M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion, and as | said, tonight we're
here for the Sherco Sol ar Project public infornmation
meet i ng.

For those of you on the phone right now,
| wanted to let you know -- it was in the notice,

but there is a presentation also on Wbex that you
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woul d have to go to online to see the Power Poi nt
presentation. And it was in the notice, and you can
navi gate your conputer, if you d like to watch it,
to M nnesota dot Webex, WE-B-E-X, dot com and enter
t he event nunber 1463280765. And you'll be able to
listen along and watch the presentation that's
avai | abl e.

And | also want to rem nd fol ks that are
on the phone that throughout the presentation you
may press *1 on your phone if you're interested in
asking a question or providing a comment. The
operator wll place you into a queue, and we'l | take
your questions and comments at the end of the
present ati on.

So nowto get on with the presentation.
So this evening, | guess, first, the purpose of
tonight's neeting is to provide informati on about
t he proposed project, answer questions about the
project and the permtting process, and receive
comments on topics for potential consideration in
t he environnental assessnment that will be prepared.
The neeting will proceed tonight with ne providing a
brief summary of the permtting process and the
state's role in that process, followed by a

description of the proposed project by Xcel Energy
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representatives. And following Xcel wll be a
summary of the environnental review requirenents by
Bill Stormwith the M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce. And after the presentations we'll open
the nmeeting up, as | said, for questions and
comments fol ks nay have.

So the Sherco Solar Project is a proposed
460- regawatt sol ar energy-generati ng system The
project is proposed to be divided into an east bl ock
and a west bl ock of solar panels, and those two
bl ocks woul d connect to the electric transm ssion
system by way of two 345-kilovolt transm ssion
lines, 1.7 mles and 3.2 mles in length
respectively. That's just a brief summary. Xcel as
| said will provide a much nore detail ed description
of the project, including maps and figures of the
proposed project and other details.

So we're here toni ght because the project
as proposed, that's being applied for, requires a
total of three permts fromthe Public Uilities
Commi ssion. It requires a site permt because the
facility is greater than 50 negawatts in size, and
it also will require two route pernmts because those
two high-voltage transm ssion lines are greater than

100 kil ovolts and | onger than 1500 feet in | ength.
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So part of the reason for tonight's
meeting and the witten comment period that foll ows
this neeting is to get comments on matters that
shoul d be addressed in either of the three permts
that are being sought. And also, | just want to
point out a project of this size typically requires
a certificate of need. But the Comm ssion in a
separate but rel ated docket, it was Docket 20-891,
exenpted the project fromthis requirenent because
it was already part of an approved bi ddi ng process.
So a certificate of need is not required in this
case.

So at the end of this -- at the end of
the application review process, the Public Uilities
Conmi ssion needs to make a final decision on whether
to issue permits for the project and, if they do
i ssue permts, what conditions should be put into
those permts. Wen the Conm ssion makes its final
decision, it considers the whole record of the case.
That includes information provided in the
applications; comments received during the review
process, such as comments frominterested citizens,
fromlocal and state governnment units. |t considers
informati on presented in the environnental

assessnment that wll be prepared, as well as the
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report that's prepared by the admnistrative | aw
judge. And I'lIl get to that in a nonent.

And so all of those decisions are
generally nade within the context of the potenti al
human and environnental inpacts that the project may
have. For exanple the environnental assessnent
| ooks at -- | just have a few of the itens on
screen, but it | ooks at noise, aesthetics, public
heal th and safety, |and-use conflicts, cultural and
hi storic resources, air and water quality, plants
and wildlife. And there's a host of other topics
that the environnental assessnent | ooks at
automatically. And again, one of the reasons we're
here tonight is if there are any other inpacts that
folks that live in the area know about. Those woul d
be considered to be included in the scope and al so
evaluated in an environnental assessnent.

So the Conmm ssion al so, when neking its
deci si on, considers nethods that have been proposed
to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid any inpacts
identified that the project may cause. And the
Conmmi ssion al so | ooks at whether the project is
efficient, cost-effective, secure, and conserves
resources. So there's a whole host of factors the

Conmm ssion nust | ook at, at the end of this process,
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when deciding to issue a permt for a project such
as this.
And again, | should rem nd folks, if

anyt hing cones to mnd, press *1 on your phone, and

that will put you in a queue. And the operator wl|
take you in order of -- in the order you pressed *1
at the end of the neeting, and we'll answer your

questions and comments then.

So this slide shows -- generally shows
the estimated review tinmeline. So tonight -- you
can see the third box down, the third blue box down,
wWwth the star on it -- we're at the public
i nformati on and scopi ng neeting. Last night we had
the i n-person neeting up in Becker. Tonight's the
renote neeting, and there's a comment period that
follows this neeting that's open -- a witten
comment period -- that's open till Septenber 15th.

After these neetings and the comment
period ends, there's -- the next step in the process
is the issuing of the environnental assessnent
scopi ng decision, followed by the rel ease of the
envi ronnental assessnent. And Bill Stormw th the
Departnment of Commerce will go into greater detail
on the scope and the environnental assessnent and

what he's | ooking for.
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Once the environnental assessnent is
i ssued, we wll be back out in the Cty of Becker to
hold a public hearing. And that public hearing wll
be -- it's simlar to a public neeting such as this;
however, the hearing is proceeded over by an
adm nistrative |l aw judge fromthe Ofice of
Adm ni strative Hearings. And the judge wll not
only -- wll take comments and questi ons about the
project as a whole, so the nerits of the whole
project. So it's an opportunity for fol ks down the
line to provide additional comments on the project,
on any itens that were -- newitens that were
identified in the EA itens that may have been
m ssed along the way, or itenms where there's still
di sagreenent between parties and whatnot. So that
woul d be at the public hearing. And there's a
witten comment period that also follows the public
heari ng.

Once that public hearing comment period
ends, you can see the admnistrative | aw judge w ||
issue a report. And that report is actually a
coll ection of findings, conclusions of |law, and a
recomrendati on to the Conm ssion on whether to issue
permts and generally includes initial conditions

for those permts as recommended by the judge. So
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at the end of the process, as | said, we get to a
final permt decision, which right nowis estinated
around May or June of next year. And the

Conmmi ssion, as | said, would take all that
information in the record into consideration and
woul d nmake a determ nati on on whether to issue a
permt in this case.

So wth that, that's a quick review of
the state review process and how the Public
Uilities Conmission is involved. | will be on the
line at the end of the presentation, along with
Departnent of Commerce and the applicant Xcel
Energy, to answer any questions you m ght have. So
"Il turn it over now to Xcel Energy to discuss the
greater details of the Sherco Sol ar Project.

MR, WLLIAM RI SSE: Yeah, thanks very
much, Scott. M nane is WlliamR sse. I'ma
permtting specialist with National Gid Renewabl es.
We're, at National Gid Renewabl es, supporting Xcel
in the devel opnment efforts of this project, and |'|
be speaki ng on behalf of the applicant Xcel Energy
t oni ght .

W' re here to answer -- to discuss
project details and al so answer your questions

regardi ng those details follow ng the presentation.
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If this was in person, | would tell you feel free to
connect with us after the neeting if you have any

ot her questions you want answered. But at the

concl usion of ny presentation, | will be providing
you sonme contact information, if you'd |like to reach
out to nyself or one of ny coll eagues to get your
questions answered or discuss the project in nore
detail .

So with that, if you could go to the next
slide, Scott.

Just to quantify that relationship
between National Gid Renewabl es and Xcel Energy in
alittle nore detail, National Gid Renewabl es and
Xcel partnered on this project -- |I'mKkind of
bringi ng those two separate project bl ocks together
-- to push the project forward i nto devel opnent and
then through permtting. And then follow ng that,
Xcel Energy plans to construct and operate the
project in the long-term And this relationship
really allows Xcel to | everage our experience as
they nove forward to reach their goal of 100 percent
carbon-free energy in 2050.

So with that, we can get into the project
details and a bit nore -- and a bit nore information

here. The project all in all, as Scott nentioned,
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is 460 nmegawatts, and each bl ock of the project --
so the west bl ock and east bl ock here -- totalling
about 3500 acres. Each of those contributes about
230 negawatts to the project. I'msure you're
wonderi ng what 230 or 460 negawatts | ooks |like on
the ground, and I'lIl get to that in a bit here on
the next slide. In addition, we have two

transm ssion lines fromthose west bl ocks where that
power will be created by the solar project, and

t hose are about 3.1 and 1.6 mles respectively.

As |'m sure nost of you listening in are
aware, the project is located in C ear Lake
Townshi p, Becker Township, and the transm ssion
i nes thenselves are located in the Cty of Becker.
The expected or anticipated -- kind of the
comrerci al operation date, the COD of the project
when we plan to be operational, could be as early as
Decenber 31st, 2024.

If you' d like to go to the next slide.

So | nentioned earlier what does 460
megawatts | ook |ike? So 460 negawatts is about the
equi val ent of powering 100,000 hones in a year, and
that's al so kind of the equival ent of taking 300, 000
tons of CO2 each year out of the atnosphere or

renovi ng 60,000 cars fromthe road over the course
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of the year. In terns of just other benefits from
the project, we're | ooking at about $115 nmillion in
wages from 900 uni on construction jobs and $240
mllion in |ocal benefits such as taxes and
| andowner paynents over that 35-year project life.
So wwth that, with a little background on
what the project |ooks like -- we go through, as
Scott nmentioned, sonme pretty rigorous environnental
revi ew and agency coordi nati on as we construct these
projects. W do a lot of studies and al so
consul tations with various agenci es who have
experti se and know edge to help us through this
permtting process. Sone of the studies and
consul tati ons we've done include wetl and
del i neations, just figuring out where wetl ands are
on the site, in this case avoiding those wetl and
resources and al so doing a cultural -resource survey
to identify any sensitive resources that m ght need
to be avoi ded.
We' ve al so engaged the DNR in a
natural -resource heritage informati on systemrevi ew.
This is kind of an aggregate of data that shows if
there's any known sensitive resources in the area
that we may need to do specific mtigation or

protection of those species or resources. In
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consultation with the Departnent of Agriculture,

we' ve al so devel oped an agri cul tural

i mpact-mtigation plan, and we've coordinated with
t he Departnent of Agriculture on this. And the end
goal of that plan is to really establish a sol ar
proj ect and deconpact those soils to ensure the
long-termviability of the agricultural land. 1'1]
get alittle bit into decomm ssioning here a bit

| ater and touch on that, what the land will | ook

| i ke post-construction and operati on.

And finally, we've been coordi nating
closely wth agencies on a vegetati on managenent
plan. Xcel's really excited in this project to
devel op a very robust plan for pollinator friendly
species, and they're coordinating with the Board of
Water and Soil Resources, also known as BWSER, to
push this plan forward and becone what's known as a
pollinator-certified site within the state.

So now that we've gone into kind of sone
of the review we've done ahead of construction and
operation of this project and ahead of permtting,
we'll get into what the conponents |ook |ike on the
ground and kind of how those are installed. So you
can see on the left here that the first thing that

needs to go in the ground out there are the pilings.
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And these piling support the racking system which
is the m ddl e photo here.

So the type of racking systemwe're
| ooking at for this project is what's known as a
tracking rack system And that tracks the sun
t hroughout the day, facing east in the norning, Kkind
of straight up in the mddle of the day, noon hour,
and then west in the afternoon and evening. The
roads are oriented generally north and south as
well. And then on the right you can kind of see an
exanpl e of that racking nore built out to
accommodate the solar panels. If we want to go to
the next slide, | can touch on those.

So as you can see on the racking, the
nost inportant part of the project, in ny opinion,
are the solar panels. These are what generate the
electricity on the site. These will generally be
| ocat ed t hroughout the east and west bl ocks that |
touched on earlier. And here |I've kind of touched
on three types of solar panels: The nonocrystalline
bi facial, which actually collects sunlight on both
sides of the panels. So any light that's refl ected
off the ground, off the vegetation is al so
collected. But alternatively, thin film and

pol ycrystal | i ne panel s.
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The way | |like to look at this is kind of
-- we like to keep our options open on what panel's
selected for the project. It's kind of |ike when
you' re goi ng shopping for your car tires, you want
to wait till there's the best deal and really wait
until you're sure of what you need and just, yeah,

t hat best bang for your buck upon purchase of those
panel s.

Just to touch on sone other conponents of
the project. So you can see the installation of
panels at left here. So once that electricity is
produced by the panel, it's what's known as DC
electricity. It's lowvoltage. That's routed to
what's known as an inverter, which is the upper
ri ght photo here. And the inverters, they step up
-- we call it stepping up the energy -- so it can be
transmtted a | onger distance at kind of a nmedi um
voltage to get to, the lower right photo here, the
coll ector substation. So the power goes fromthe
panels to the inverters and then onto the coll ector
substation, at which point its fed into those two
transm ssion lines | nentioned earlier, and then
i nterconnects at the existing substation within
Sherco's facility that's already there. And that's

where the power's transmtted to the greater
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electric grid.

One question we get about all these
conponents quite a bit is what do these sound |ike
out there? So a good conparison is for the
inverters, which are kind of the primary
power - pr oduci ng or sound- produci ng equi pnent out
there. At about 150 feet, your kind of
run-of-the-mll standard inverter, you' re | ooking at
noi se no nore than, |like, that of a high-efficiency
di shwasher in your hone. That's about what you'd
hear out there. So we've taken great care to site
these even nore internally wthin the project to
avoi d any sort of noise inpact to the surroundi ng
conmuni ty.

Wth that, |1've kind of touched on the
conponents a little bit about the construction. But
here's kind of the general tasks listed out in
order. Starting with site preparation, grading of
the project out there. As many of you who are
listening and are probably famliar wth the area,
it's very flat. But there will be sone m ni nal
grading, as well as installing site access to allow
for the installation equipnent to get in there.

Foll ow ng kind of that general site

preparation, the next step is pile installation; and
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then, on top of that, the racking install ation,
which | already nentioned; foll owed by the nodul e
install ation; and then conpl eting that

i nt erconnecti on process, so connecting the collector
substation within the east and west block to the
transm ssion line and the grid; and then at the end
of that process, the re-vegetation, establishing per
t he vegetati on-managenent plan that | al ready spoke
about, getting that native vegetation established
beneat h t he panel s.

Just sonething to nention, the pile
installation does involve a little bit of noise out
there. But in any one area, it's pretty condensed
into a short anmount of tinme. They'll quickly get
those piles installed and then kind of npbve across
the project site, and the conponents after that are
generally pretty light-duty, vehicles, a |lot of foot
traffic, and then install of those panels on the
site.

If we can flip to the next slide.

Just to touch a little nore on that
re-vegetation process. So at |left here you can kind
of see. Here's what it |ooks |ike after that
initial panel install. You can see in the m ddl e,

in this case, there's a waterway adj acent to the
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solar project, but just doing a little bit of

i mpl enentation of matting to ensure that heating
establishes. And then at right there you can ki nd
of see what that vegetation |ooks |ike around the
panel s once it's established and that native
vegetation is able to take hol d.

So wth that, we have just the general
site overview just to give everybody an idea again
of what things |ook like out here. You can see the
west bl ock and the east bl ock, which will contain
t he panels, inverters, and those coll ector
substations, as they're called out here, and then
those two high-voltage transm ssion lines that |
tal ked about earlier, connecting all of that project
to the electric grid.

If you want to go the next slide.

So here, just a couple visual renderings
of what this will look |Iike. These are actually
photos we collected on the ground kind of |ate | ast
summer, last fall, and then we added sol ar panel s
into those photos. So at bottomright here, you can
see kind of the view of about -- it's about a tenth
of a mle |ooking south on 115th Avenue towards
R ver Road Sout heast or Highway 8. | nean, you can

ki nd of see the panels in the background. | think
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this is just, fromny perspective, a good exampl e of
how qui ckly at a distance these really start to
blend into the background. And at top left here,
this is actually further up R ver Road near the

west ern boundary of the west block, just kind of a
cl oser view of the panels with sone vegetation,

whi ch you can kind of see that vegetation really

bl ocks the view of the panels quite quickly, just

t he existing vegetation that's in the area.

So we' ve touched on kind of what this

wll look |ike post-construction and the
construction process. |I'Il just touch a little bit
on operations and nmai ntenance. There wll really be

after construction mninmal onsite traffic. W're
tal ki ng about four to six regular onsite techs
daily, some other deliveries and such for conponents
and stuff but relatively mnimal. |In addition to
that, you're going to | ook at route inspections of
those transm ssion |lines and just general electrical
mai nt enance of the panels. There's quite a few
conponents going on out here, so just keeping those
in good working condition. W'I|l do sem annual
drone i nspections of those panels, just doing
flyovers to note anything of concern or anything

that needs repair out there, with those repairs
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bei ng conpl et ed as needed.

And in addition |I've already nentioned
ki nd of that vegetation-nmanagenent plan, naintaining
t hose native-pollinator species, making sure they
establish in those first few years, and then doi ng
t hat occasional nmowing two to three tines a year
during the initial establishnent. And then our hope
is actually to nowthis as little as possible in the
long-term but likely | ooking at about one year
follow ng that.

So finally, we're kind of through the
operations process. W know what it's going to | ook
like a bit on the ground during operations. So
let's talk a bit about the end of the project life.
So there's a few things that could happen here. The
project may be repowered. There m ght be new
technol ogy avail able, a better solar panel. So we
could repower this project, or alternatively, the
proj ect could be decomm ssioned, neaning that all of
t hat equi prent woul d be renpoved. Maybe there's a
new t echnol ogy, sonething better out there, that's
produci ng energy and this solar project's no | onger
needed.

In the case of deconm ssioning, those

conponents are renoved and reused or recycled at the
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end of the project's life. And the end goal, per
the agricultural inpact-mtigation plan | nentioned
earlier, is that we can restore the site to its
previous agricultural use, or if the | andowner

w shed to do sonething else with their property, it
would be up to their wishes. W could certainly --
in an agreenent wth the | andowner or sonething, if
t hey wanted an access road nai ntai ned out there or
somet hi ng, we would be willing to work with them on
t hat .

Cenerally, just sonething we also like to
touch on per that ag inpact-mtigation plan and
veget ati on- nanagenent plan is that the soil is
allowed to rest and lie fallow. Those deep roots
really have benefits and can add nutrients, fixate
nitrogen into the soil, and inprove that soil health
over tine. So our hope is that we |l eave the site in
a better condition than we found it when all things
are said and done and that agricultural use can
conti nue upon deconmm ssi oni ng.

So with that, | appreciate everybody's
time. Qur contact information is |listed here. W
do have a few panelists, nyself and representatives
from Xcel Energy, to answer your questions foll ow ng

the remai nder of this presentation, and we | ook
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forward to working wwth the comunity as we conti nue
to develop this project. So thank you.

MR SCOTT EK: Ckay. Now we'll turn it
over to Bill Stormw th the M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce, who will explain the environnental review
part of the permtting process. And | just al so
again wanted to rem nd fol ks on the phone, if you
have a question or a comment, press *1 and you'll be
pl aced into a queue. And the operator will -- we'll
addr ess your questions/coments at the end.

Al right. CGCo ahead, Bill.

MR, BILL STORM (Ckay. Good evening. M
nane is Bill Storm As Scott said | work for the
Departnent of Commerce. The Departnment of
Commerce's role here is we conduct the environnental
review for the Conm ssion on | arge energy projects
that conme to the Conmm ssion for a final decision.

As Scott noted the Conmission is the final
deci si on- maker .

Basically, what is an environnental
review? Well, the goal of environnental reviewis
to result in informed decision-nmaking. So the fina
deci si on- makers, the Conm ssion, are well i nforned
of the facts.

The environnmental review basically
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consists of two parts, the first part bei ng scoping,
which is what we're doing here tonight, what we did
at last night's neeting, and what the comment peri od
is set up to do. And scoping basically just seeks
input fromthe public and from |l ocal units of
government of what they would like to see in the
envi ronnent al -revi ew docunent, in this case the
envi ronnent al -revi ew docunent is an EA
envi ronnental assessnent. So basically, scoping is
me asking the public and | ocal units of government
to help ne build the table of contents. Wat
potential i1npacts and possible mtigations and
m nim zati ons do you want ne to discuss in the
docunent ?

The second part is the docunent itself.
The docunent is basically an objective assenbly of
the facts, and it enables all the parties to use the
information to formtheir opinions and their
reconmendati ons going forward. The
envi ronnent al -revi ew process does not advocate for
or against the project. |It's basically just a
fact-finding tool.

Go ahead, Scott.

And then what is scoping? Scoping --

what we do in scoping is we want to focus the
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envi ronnental assessnent on the nost rel evant
information. It provides an opportunity for the
public to provide input into the table of contents.
Exanpl es woul d be: Wat potential human and
environnental inpacts should be studied? Are there
ways to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid these potenti al
i npacts? Are there any uni que characteristics of
the proposed site of the project that should be
considered? This is a big part. This is where |

|l ook to the | ocal unit of governnent and the | ocal
citizenry to -- what do you know about the area that
you want to nake sure | capture in the environnenta
docunent? And the last part in scoping is if you
read the applications and you feel there is data
that's either m scharacterized or just mssing, this
is an opportunity to nention that and bring it
forward so | can capture and fill what holes there
may be in the application in the EA

Ckay, Scott.

The environnental assessnent is the
docunent that 1'll prepare. The Departnent of
Commerce's role is to do that. The docunment w ||
contain a description of the project and any
alternatives that make it in the scope. It assesses

the potential human and environnental inpacts of the
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project and identifies strategies to avoid or
mtigate the inpacts. And the environnental
assessnent that | produce will cover both the sol ar
sites and the transm ssion |ine.

So basically, what |'m seeking, through
| ast night's neeting and tonight's neeting and the
comment period, is to get the public and the | ocal
units of governnent to provide ne sone infornmation.
G ve ne sone information so | can build that table
of contents of the scope. And then once the scope
is determned, | wll start assenbling the actual
docunent .

So you can nove forward on that slide
there, Scott.

So here's howto comment. Here's howto
get your comments. You can comment tonight. You
can conplete -- if you go to the MPCA or you go to
the -- | forgot which agency I'"'mgoing for. |If you
go to the Departnent of Commerce's website and | ook
up the Sherco Solar site, you'll find a registry
t hat has docunents |listed, and one of the docunents
is a coment form And we had the comment forns at
t he physical neeting last night. That's one way you
can comment, by conpleting that form You can --

you don't have to use our form You can use your
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own stationery.

You can go the website that's |i sted
there, the Conmmerce website, and you can
el ectronically comment. Wen you go to that
website, you'll see a link for if you want to
comment. If you click that link, it will show you
what dockets are open. Sherco Solar is the docket
we're tal king about tonight. dick on that, and
t hen you can submit a comment to nme el ectronically.

Again, you can nmail, fax, e-mail your
coment to ne. M information is there on the
slide. | need to have your comments by the cl ose of
busi ness day on Wednesday, Septenber 15th. So get
your comments to ne by that date so they can be
consi der ed.

Ckay, Scott.

This slide is pretty much a remant from
| ast night's neeting, our real, in-person, physical

meeting. But at the end of this presentation, Scott

wll -- through the queue that the operator sets,
wll take -- will allow you to have an opportunity
to comment. Since we're all not sitting in a room

personally, sone of this doesn't really apply, but
-- because you only have one speaker at a tine the

way this is set up. But be respectful. That still
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stands. Pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record so we know who's naking a coment.

D rect your comments and questions to the
scope of the EA for ny purposes. |If you have
general comrents that you'd like to ask the
applicant, you can also do that at this tine too.

But for ny needs, |I'd |ike your comments on issues,
concerns you may have. Focus them on the scope of
the EA, what you would like to see in that EA
docunent. Again, the last |line, just keep your
comments curt, | guess. You know, we can al ways
circle back and give everybody a chance to talk.

Ckay, Scott, go forward.

Again, this is just another rem nder of
how to focus your coments tonight. What potenti al
human and environnental inpacts should be studied in
the environnental assessment? Are there ways that
could mnimze, mtigate, or avoid the inpact? Are
t here uni que characteristics that you know about the
site or the area that you want to nake sure |
capture in the docunent? And again, is there
anyt hing m ssing or m scharacterized in the
application? Again, renenber, the comrent peri od
cl oses Septenber 15th, end of business day.

Next step.
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The next slide is just our information so
you can contact us. And with that, Scott you can
open it up for questions and conments.

MR, SCOIT EK: Thanks, Bill.

Yeah, and I'lIl leave this last slide up
for folks that are viewing on the Webex. You can
take down any of that information. So that wl|l
stay up through the renmai nder of the neeting.

But, Norah, can you please -- oh, |
should say we're at the point we're going to do
questi ons and comments. So again, press *1 on your
phone if you do have a question or a coment. And
the operator wll put you in a queue, and we'll go
answer your questions in an orderly nmanner.

So, Norah, if you want to start.

OPERATOR: Again, as a rem nder, to ask a
question, you'll need to press *1 on your telephone,
and to w thdraw your question, press the pound key.
Pl ease stand by while we conpile the Q and A roster.

Ckay, once again, if you' d like to ask a
question, please press *1 on your telephone keypad.

There are no questions at this tinme. You
may proceed, presenters.

MR. SCOIT EK: Ckay. Maybe we shoul d

wait a mnute or two. Maybe there's a delay in how
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fol ks get into the queue here. But again, please
press *1 if there's any questions or conments you
have on the scope or questions about the
application-review process or any other matter.

OPERATOR.  Presenters, we have a person
on queue who would like to ask a question. And the
question cones fromthe line of Kevin Pranis. Your
line is open.

MR. KEVIN PRANI S: Thanks. Just to
clarify, is this an opportunity to provide coments
or just questions?

MR. SCOTT EK: Hello, M. Pranis. No,
conment s or questions.

MR KEVIN PRANIS: Geat. So | just
wanted to, you know, comrent. | work with LI UNA
Laborers' Union. | represent 12,000 workers
i ncl udi ng many who |live near Becker in this area
and, you know, have worked for generations in power
plants. And we think one of the -- one thing that's
really uni que about this project that seens
i mportant to be part of the environnental analysis
is the economic inpact it has in this area.

You know, as | know that -- you know, and
all the staff know that npbst of the real projects,

and the sort of jobs associated wth those, are
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happening in other parts of the state, nostly in
sout hern and sout hwestern M nnesota, pretty far from
the Twwn Cities netro area. So this project has

uni que potential to provide jobs and opportunities
near both where power plants are going to be
retiring and where those are needed and where we
have to figure out how fol ks nake this transition
now.

So, you know, relatively near the cities,
and so hope that that's sonething that can be
incorporated in the report. It's a significant
potential benefit of the project.

MR. SCOIT EK: Thank you, M. Pranis. |Is
that all you have?

MR. KEVIN PRANI S: Yeah.

MR, SCOTT EK: Al right. Thank you very
much.

Norah, are there any other fol ks on the
-- waiting in the queue?

OPERATOR: There are no further questions
at the nonent, sir. You nmay proceed.

MR SCOTT EK: Wwell, okay, | think we
gave it enough tine. Hopefully, you received enough
i nformati on here tonight, and naybe sone of you were

at last night's neeting. Again, | want to reiterate
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there is a witten-coment period that's open until
Sept enber 15th. Comments shoul d be received by
Sept enber 15th, by cl ose of business that day.

I nformati on is provided on the screen.
As Bill said you can submt comments online to
m. gov/ commer ce/ energyfacilities/#coment and al so
e-mail themto bill.stormatate. . us. Fax,
651-539-0109 or U.S. mail to Bill Storm M nnesota
Depart nent of Comrerce, 85 Seventh Pl ace East,
Suite 280, St. Paul, M nnesota 55101. And so |
encourage you to submt your comments, and pl ease
feel free to call any one of us, Bill, nyself, or
WIlliam to ask questions if you have questions
about the project or the process.

So thank you for joining tonight, and
that will end the neeting. Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Thank you for participating.
You may now di sconnect.

(Meeting concluded at 6:42 p.m)
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